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Communication pursuant to Rule 69 EPC - reminder of payment of the designation fees (Art. 79(2) 
EPC) and of the examination fee (Art. 94(1) EPC)

The date on which the European Patent Bulletin mentions the publication of the European search report 
for the above-mentioned European patent application is     .

Your attention is drawn to Article 79(2) and Rule 39(1) EPC as well as Article 94(1) and Rule 70(1) EPC 
according to which within six months after the above-mentioned publication date of the search report

- the designation fees must be paid,

- a request for examination must be made by payment of the examination fee.
If the written request for examination is filed in an admissible non-EPO language in accordance with 
Article 14(4) EPC, a reduction of the examination fee according to Rule 6(3) EPC applies.

For European patent applications filed on or after 01.04.2014, the reduction applies only if the applicant(s) 
has (have) declared to be an entity or a natural person within the meaning of Rule 6(4) EPC (Decision of 
the Administrative Council of 13 December 2013, OJ EPO 2014, A4).

The current rate of the designation fee for each Contracting State designated is:     
The payment of seven times the amount of the designation fee is deemed to constitute payment of the 
designation fees for all Contracting States (see OJ EPO 1999, 405).

The current rate of the examination fee is:     

If at least one designation fee and the examination fee are not paid within the period laid down in Rule 
39(1) or 70(1) EPC, the application shall be deemed to be withdrawn (Art. 94(2) and R. 39(2) EPC).

Any extension or validation fees are also payable within the above-mentioned period.

Making payments
For payments made via deposit account, please note that as from 1 December 2017 debit orders will only 
be carried out if filed in an electronically processable format (xml), using an accepted means of filing as 
laid down in the Arrangements for deposit accounts (ADA), published in the Supplementary publication in 
the Official Journal.

All relevant information related to the modes of payment of fees to the EPO can be retrieved from the EPO 
website at " Making Payments".

Information concerning fee amounts
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Procedural fees are usually adjusted every two years, on even years, with effect from 1 April. Therefore, 
before making a payment, parties should verify the amounts actually due on the date of payment using the 
applicable version of the Schedule of fees and expenses, published as a Supplement to the Official 
Journal of the EPO, available on the EPO website (www.epo.org ) at www.epo.org/schedule-of-fees. 
The "Schedule of fees" table allows the viewing, downloading and searching of individual fee amounts, 
both current and previous.

Important note to users of the automatic debiting procedure

Designation fees
Seven times the amount of the designation fee will be debited on the last day of the period pursuant to 
Rule 39(1) EPC. However, if Contracting States are indicated in the Request for Grant (EPO Form 1001), 
the designation fees only for these Contracting States will be debited unless instructions to the contrary 
have reached the EPO within the basic period for paying the designation fees.
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