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USPTO patent public search 
• The USPTO patent public search tool is a new web-based patent search 

application with flexible capabilities to facilitate the overall patent searching 
process

• Can execute simple or complex queries

• 2 interfaces

– Basic

– Advanced
• Access

– https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html?MURL=Pate
ntPublicSearch

– Or type “USPTO patent public search” in a search browser
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https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html?MURL=PatentPublicSearch
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USPTO patent public search page



5

Basic search
• Search patent databases by keyword or common fields
• Use to conduct a search when you know what you are looking for and have a document 

number, inventor name, etc.
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Advanced search

• Search patent databases using a search string
• Select which databases are searched
– US-PGPUB (pre-grant applications 3/2001 to present), USPAT (full-

text patents) and USOCR (pre-1970 patents)
• Knowledge of search syntax required
• Quick search and enhanced search options
– Quick search 

• Single search string at a time
– Enhanced search 

• View, save and print search history
• Select options: plurals, British equivalents
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Advanced search – quick search
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Advanced search – enhanced search
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Training materials
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Quick reference guides
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Reference guides

• How to maximize the search tool for use
– Customize search screen layout
– Searchable indices 

• Searchable fields such as cpc symbols (.cpc.), patent numbers 
(.pn.), etc.

– Wild card and proximity operators
– Saving and printing search results and search histories
– Setting preferences
– Tagging documents
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Common search indices
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Search operators
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Example search strings
L# Search string Documents returned from search
L1 A61N5/062.CPC. CPC symbol applied
L2 A61N5/062.CPC. OR A61N5/00.CPC. 

OR A61N5/06.CPC.
At least one of the searched symbols 
(multiple symbols searched in the 
alternative)

L3 A61N5/062.CPC. AND
A61N5/0603.CPC.

All of the searched symbols (multiple 
symbols searched together)

L4 A61N5/$.CPC. Any CPC symbol from the main group 
(entire main group)

L5 A61N$.CPC. Any CPC symbol from the subclass (entire 
subclass)

L6 phototherapy Keyword in doc
L7 phototherapy.CLM. OR

phototherapy.AB.
Keyword in claims or abstract
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Example search results
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Public search training

• Monthly virtual trainings are offered on 
the USPTO patent public search tool

https://www.uspto.gov/about-
us/events/patent-public-search
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