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Topics

« The CPC community

 CPC data coverage

e A dynamic CPC scheme

« CPC harmonisation and training

« USPTO and EPO specific news



A growing CPC community

From a bilateral initiative to a global international classification system



From 2 to 38 CPC offices: a growing CPC community

§ There are now 38 offices in the CPC (including the EPO and USPTO):
AT, AR, AU, BE, BG, BR, CA, CH, CL, CN, CZ, DK, EA, EE, ES, FI, GB,
GR, HU, IL, IT, KR, LU, LV, MA, MC, MX, NL, NO, PE, PL, PT, RO, RU,
SE and TR

— Morocco and Bulgaria joined the CPC in 2021

— Peru joined the CPC in April 2022

— Monaco and Belgium joined the CPC in July 2022
— Italy joined the CPC in September 2022

— Luxembourg joined the CPC in December 2022

— Latvia joined the CPC in February 2023




23 EPO member states
and 1 validation state in the CPC

§ 23 EPO member states (besides the EPO):

AT, BE, BG, CH, CZ, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB,
GR, HU, IT, LU, LV, MC, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO,
SE and TR

§ 1 validation state: MA (Morocco)

§ Poland started exchanging CPC data with

the EPO in May 2022. Since 1 January '

2023, all fields are covered
Bl iationzl offices in the CPC

B Offices in the CPC whose data is loaded in EFO's databases 5

Source: European Patent Office 02.2023




CPC data coverage



CPC backfile

Automated
conversion
from
ECLA/ICO/KW

to CPC CPC backfile
available at

the start of the
CPC in 2013




CPC coverage of systematically classified collection
(1 January 2024)

Total number of Number of applications applications
Country Country Coce applications classiﬁedpii:\ CPC C?:SSI:fF;Ed in CPC

EPO EP 4.289.454 4.287.613 100,0%

United States US-A + US-B Docs 14.536.483 14.530.489 100,0%
Austria AT 1.014.857 742.087 73,1%
Belgium BE 595.426 563.082 94,6%
Switzerland CH 723.634 587.467 81,2%
Germany DE 6.031.882 5.396.755 89,5%
France FR 2.517.021 2.499.514 99,3%
United Kingdom GB 2.452.916 2.203.928 89,8%
Luxembourg LU 68.644 67.675 98,6%
The Netherlands NL 563.144 550.701 97,8%
ARIPO AP 5.538 4.301 T7,7%
Australia AU 1.651.889 1.339.916 81,1%
Canada CA 2.672.686 1.538.939 57.,6%
OAPI OA 13.433 13.236 98,5%
WIPO wo 4.751.388 4.744.278 99,9%

TOTAL 41.888.395 39.069.981



CPC data sent by 22 CPC offices (1 January 2024)

Number of publications

Number of applications

Count Country Code : - classified in CPC b
¥ ¥ classified in CPC national office ¢
Australia AU 1.339.916 21.262
Austria AT 742,087 18.094
Bulgaria BG 14.831 o
Brazil BR 605.461 42 800
China CN 14.818.679 10.135.035
Czech Republic cZ 52.133 8.005
Denmark DK 325.900 3630
EAPO EA 56.390 9,399
Finland Fi 128.927 17.735
Greace GR 58.542 B.426
Hungary HU 111.203 2.581
Israel L 150.585 43 669
Korea KR 4.467.302 4.251.137
Mexico Mx J3B.T15 1.646
Norway [ [#] 188.702 14.742
Paoland PL 226.146 2.336
Portugal PT 138,939 1.747
Romania RO 17.643 1.024
Russian Fed. RU 445,910 218.867
Spain ES 841.125 43.634
Sweden SE 343.039 152.197
Switzerland CH 58T.467 B.434
United Kingdom GB 2.203.928 205.644
TOTAL 27.962 603 15.212.044

EPO core collection

+ CPC data from other offices
+ Family propagation

+ 1.5 Million NPL documents

72.8 million
documents

72.8 million documents are
now classified in the CPC
(1 January 2024)



A dynamic CPC scheme

Keeping CPC updated with on-going technological developments



CPC release schedule
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§ Three CPC releases in 2024:

e L Ll ] T T

— 1 January 2024* CPC 2024.01

* No February 2024 CPC release. All
— 1 May 2024 CPC 2024.05 IPC scheme changes were included
— 1 August 2024 CPC 2024.08 in January 2024 CPC release
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http://www.cpcinfo.org/

CPC revisions — pre-release area

Pre-release

Notice of Changes Pre-release

Ongoing CPC Projects
In this area of the website, CPC related material such as scheme files, notices of changes, concordances, etc,

Pre-release
will be published about one month before official entry into force of this material.

The publication of the pre-released material started on 6 May 2014 concerning the June 2014 CPC scheme
version (2014-06).

The pre-release will normally happen on the first Tuesday of a given month (for example Tuesday 6 May
2014) for entry into force on the first day of the following month (for example 1 June 2014).

5 December 2023: 2024.01 pre-released material:

e 2024.01 CPC Scheme in PDE and in XML
e 2024.01 CPC to IPC concordance in PDF, XML and TXT
* Notices of Changes related to the "2024.01 CPC Scheme":

e CPC Notice of Changes 1486-DP12017 (G06Q)
e CPC Notice of Changes 1526-RP10482 (B61L)
e CPC Notice of Changes 1529-DP11831 (HOAW)

12
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Total scheme changes 2021-23

Number of symbol changes

4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000

500

3424 3330

2307
i l

2021

B Symbols deleted

2022

Year

1986

2147

2023

B Symbols created
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Total definition changes 2021-23

1400
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1200 1133

1000
837
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445
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247
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0

W Deleted definitions  m New definitions
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Combination sets (C-Sets) revisions

Yellow = revised C-Sets definitions have been completed and published between 2019-2022 in 12

subclasses
Orange = C-Sets definitions currently under revision to be published in 2025 in 3 subclasses
CPC sections A B C D E | F G H
AOQLIN BO1D C04B DO7B GO1N HO1L
A23G BOLJ CO5B G02B
A23V BOSD COSC
AB1K B22F CO5D
AB1L B25C CO5F
AB1M B32B C05G
B65H CO7C
CPC Subclasses cosF None
CO8G
CO8K
CosL
CO9D
C09J
C10M
C12N
c12Q

16



Reclassification efforts at the USPTO and the EPO:

» After CPC revisions group inventories need to be reclassified
accordingly; this constitutes the maintenance of the system, which
IS carried out by the USPTO, the EPO and other CPC offices.

« EPO’s and USPTQO'’s goal is to reclassify documents within a year
past the publication date of their respective CPC releases.

« EPO and USPTO work to reclassify as many families as possible
to minimize the reclassification workload of other offices.

17



CPC harmonisation and training



Want to know more about CPC classification practice?

Home  Latestmews  About Objectives  OPC Scheme and Definitions = CPC Revisions = CPC Concordances | CPC Triming | Ev

S = o CPC Scheme and Definitions

Ll T T

D) ‘ CPC General and Advance training

CPC Training E-learning modules:

The EPO and the LSETO hava jointly prepared CPC training maternial to support users in their |zaming process of the (PC dlassification system d U S I n g C P C i n C | aSSIfI Catl O n

» Practical and strategic aspects
Using CPC in diassification (basic kevel) Of th e C PC

. i'a:t cal and strategic aspects of the CPC for experienced ussrs) ° C P C esse ntl al S

;:- A :—;_::c;:;iiz 1o CPC Eszentizls and patent classification systems [ J G e n e ral tr:ai n I n g 0 n
Part C - C5C Scheme Definitions CO m bl n atl 0 n Sets

i ~ CPC Field-specific training material

Following this Enk you can access the EPO leaming platform {registration required, free of charge) whers you can consult some (PC Field Sped

Lizt of techrical areas where Combination Sets ans used ¢ Recorded |eCtu res On

General training on Combination Sets C PCI nfo . Org (Eu ro pean Pate nt
Training material on Combination Sets in the Polymers area Acad e my)

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training
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https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training

CPC collective training events

CPC Training went online!
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Online 2 (2 hours) thrme
. Online 1 (2 hours) Trainer corrects .
presentation examples and g
answers questions

EFO sends
presentation and
example documents

Feedback forms

EPO sends and collects

Collective Training Events in 2023 (March — June 2023)
A61K33, B25B, C01G, C08F14, F28, GO1C, GO1P, HO1P

Collective Training Events in 2024 (April - June 2024)
Fields to be defined. Any suggestion to cpc@epo.org

20


mailto:cpc@epo.org

CPC training on the CPC website

CPC field-specific training: recorded |

CPC Training

The EPO and the USPTO have jointly prepared CPC training material to support users in
their learning process of the CPC classification system. e T s T S T Ty

e falen The pELBATELSRAL BasrEs @cEmpeas deee waat ZE popga frgeae ppea ey

Pi-sidrstig atsw B Courbl b Coothil 3 DD kS apiihs briiseng

INTRODUCTION ~

Use the links below to access the material: By s o et 1 st e o 9 o
* Introduction to the Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC) e o

| Section A W

Section B bt

* CPC Field Specific training Section C w

Section F L

Following this link you can access the EPO learning platform (registration required, free of

charge) whergyou can consult some CPC Field Specific Training recorded lectures where Section G ~
CPC experts e Sectve TIelds or expertise. P

Section H W

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training



https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training

USPTO update: National Office CPC training

Customize unigue technical expert training for individual offices
(at USPTO or National Office location)

General training

Master level training

Advanced training in specific technical field

C-set training

Computer Based Training (CBT) e-learning modules
Field-Specific Training (FST) on CPC Scheme/Definitions

22



USPTO update: National Office training

National Offices receiving field specific training in 2024
e INAPI Chile — first half of 2024

e Additional trainings in planning
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USPTO update: external CPC training

Customize unique classification workshops for external
stakeholders (at Regional Offices of the USPTO)

e General training

e Advanced training

 Field specific training on CPC Scheme/Definition
 New Emerging Technologies

e C-Sets training

24



% ' CLASSIFICATION
A CCOTE FOUNDATIONAL
" KNOWLEDGE SESSION

ol

« A training series that establishes and builds upon base and/or
expert level knowledge of CPC

Classification café overview }

* Introduces expert level technical training (including
examples) on New Emerging Technology (NETs) areas
e Presents foundational core classification skills
e Search
e Retrieval
o Examples

25



Classification café details ) CLASSIFICATION

\ COTE FOUNDATIONAL
. :,;E.-' KNOWLEDGE SESSION

* Online workshops, in-person workshops or plenary sessions
* Intended audience:
* Internal stakeholders
o C(Classification staff
e Contractors — search and classification
» Examiners, supervisors

o External stakeholders

* Industrial users (e.g., patent search professionals from large and
small business(es), universities, schools and law firms, entrepreneurs, etc.)

* National Offices

26



USPTO specific updates



Patent public search at the USPTO: homepage

Patent Public Search
] Rwsuiies -
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@ o

Hein FaCs Trainirg mavberials
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https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html
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https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html

Patent public search at the USPTO: basic

IV e e |
Patent Public Search Basic (PPUES Basic) S o o R g
Crseck lookup

ot

OR

e ey Basic sarch

https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html
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Patent public search at the USPTO: advanced

w-ek:ome Lo Parl;&nt Pubhc Search Q 1 - |
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https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html
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Patent public search at the USPTO: search results
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1N, COMTAINER, MAGE FORMING DEVICE, IMAGE FORMING METHOD, AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURING ACTIVE ENEROY RAY POLYMERIZATION INITIATOR
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https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html

USPTO initiative

o USPTO has been exploring the use of Al/ML in classification
of applications

 Currently being used to identify which of the CPC symbols
assigned to an applications are relevant to the claims

 Further assessment and work being done on assigning CPC
classification picture to application



Thank you for your attention!

More info?

WWW.cpcInfo.org

cpc@uspto.gov cpc@epo.org



http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@uspto.org
mailto:cpc@epo.org

Annex



Acronyms

§ CPC: Cooperative Patent Classification

§ USPTO: United States Patent and Trademark Office

§ EPO: European Patent Office

§ Country codes: Austria (AT), Argentina (AR), Australia (AU), Belgium (BE), Bulgaria (BG), Brazil (BR),
Canada (CA), Switzerland (CH), Chile (CL), China (CN), Czech Republic (CZ), Denmark (DK), Eurasian
Patent Organization (EA), Estonia (EE), Spain (ES), Finland (FI), United Kingdom (GB), Greece (GR),
Hungary (HU), Israel (IL), Italy (IT), South Korea (KR), Luxembourg (LU), Latvia (LV), Morocco (MA),
Monoco (MC), Mexico (MX), Netherlands (NL), Norway (NO), Peru (PE), Poland (PL), Portugal (PT),
Romania (RO), Russia (RU), Sweden (SE) and Turkey (TR)

§ ECLA: European Classification System; ICO: In Computer Only; KW: Keyword

8 |IPC: International Patent Classification




CPC kept being updated: CPC revisions

§ Adaptations of the CPC scheme are triggered by:
- EPO / USPTO / patent offices’ examiners
— Classification departments

§ CPC bilateral revision process:

US or EP makes Bilateral approval to launch

| CPC revisi iact Final scheme Scheme Project
proposa revision projec agreement published completed
Preliminary scheme Scheme pre- | Reclassification
agreement published Eﬂmilemd
b

Scheme Preparation for fe  re e i
Discussion on scope development Test phase thIicatian éRecIaas EFlmalmﬂtlt:m time

» Business case

# Number of families to I
reclassify IP5 (EPO, USPTO, JPO, CNIPA, KIPO)

— |PC community & IPC ——» CPC
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