
Geneva, 20 February 2017

12th CPC ANNUAL MEETING WITH OFFICES 
CLASSIFYING IN THE CPC

24 February 2025, Geneva



TOPICS

The CPC community

CPC data coverage

A dynamic CPC scheme

CPC harmonisation and training

CPC products

Why use CPC?



THE CPC COMMUNITY
From a bilateral system to a global 
international classification standard



FROM 2 TO 38 CPC OFFICES: A GROWING CPC COMMUNITY

There are now 38 offices in the CPC (including the EPO and USPTO):

 AT, AR, AU, BE, BG, BR, CA, CH, CL, CN, CZ, DK, EA, EE, ES, FI, GB, GR, HU, IL, IT, KR, 
LU, LV, MA, MC, MX, NL, NO, PE, PL, PT, RO, RU, SE and TR

§ Morocco and Bulgaria joined the CPC in 2021

§ Peru joined the CPC in April 2022

§ Monaco and Belgium joined the CPC in July 2022

§ Italy joined the CPC in September 2022

§ Luxembourg joined the CPC in December 2022

§ Latvia joined the CPC in February 2023
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23 EPO member states  
and 1 validation state in the CPC

23 EPO member states (besides the EPO):

AT, BE, BG, CH, CZ, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB, GR, HU, IT, 
LU, LV, MC, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, SE and TR

1 validation state: MA (Morocco)

Source: European Patent Office 02.2023
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CPC COVERAGE
Increase the CPC coverage of our 
search collection and share it with 
the world
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CPC COVERAGE OF SYSTEMATICALLY CLASSIFIED COLLECTION
(2 February 2025)
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CPC DATA SENT BY 23 CPC OFFICES (2 February 2025)
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EPO core collection
+ CPC data from other offices
+ Family propagation
+ 2.7 Million NPL documents

78.0 million documents are
now classified in the CPC

(2 February 2025)

78.0 million
documents

New: Bulgaria is now exchanging CPC data!



A DYNAMIC CPC 
SCHEME
Keeping CPC updated with 
on-going technological developments



CPC KEPT BEING UPDATED: CPC REVISIONS

§Adaptations of the CPC scheme are triggered by:

§ EPO / USPTO / patent offices’ examiners

§ Classification departments

§CPC bilateral revision process:
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IP5 (EPO, USPTO, JPO, CNIPA, KIPO)
IPC community à IPC CPC



§ Three to four releases per year

§ Announced under "Latest News"  section 

on www.cpcinfo.org

CPC RELEASE SCHEDULE
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* No February CPC release needed as all IPC scheme 
changes were included in the January 2025 CPC 
release J

§ Three CPC releases in 2025*:

- 1 January 2025
- 1 May 2025
- 1 August 2025

CPC 2025.01
CPC 2025.05
CPC 2025.08

http://www.cpcinfo.org/


CPC REVISIONS – PRE-RELEASE AREA
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CPC REVISIONS – PRE-RELEASE PAGE
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CPC NOTICE OF CHANGES (NOC) - 2024
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TOTAL SCHEME CHANGES 2022-2024
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TOTAL DEFINITION CHANGES 2022-2024
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RECLASSIFICATION EFFORTS AT THE USPTO AND THE EPO

§ After CPC revisions, group inventories need to be reclassified

§ This reclassification work is carried out by the EPO, USPTO and other CPC 
offices

§ EPO’s and USPTO’s goal is to reclassify documents within a year of the 
corresponding CPC release

§ The EPO and USPTO work to reclassify as many families as possible to 
minimise the reclassification workload of other offices
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CPC HARMONISATION 
AND TRAINING



TRAINING MATERIAL ON THE CPC WEBSITE

CPC Scheme and Definitions

E-learning modules:

§ Introduction to the CPC

§ Using CPC in classification

§ Practical and strategic aspects of the CPC

§ CPC essentials

CPC Field-specific training material

§ Recorded lectures on CPCinfo.org (European Patent Academy)

General and specific training on Combination sets
20https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training


EPO’S CPC COLLECTIVE TRAINING EVENTS FOR CPC OFFICES

CPC Training went online!
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Collective Training Events in 2023 (March – June 2023)
A61K33, B25B, C01G, C08F14,  F28, G01C, G01P and H01P

Collective Training Events in 2024 (June - July 2024)
C09, C12F, C12Q, E21B, G01V and H01B
 Collective Training Events in 2025 (May - June 2025)
Fields to be determined
 



22https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training

CPC FIELD –SPECIFIC TRAINING MATERIAL ON THE CPC WEBSITE

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training


CPC PRODUCTS
Serving the CPC user community



BULK DATA

Page  24
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org//cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/Bulk.html

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/Bulk.html


CPC AS OPEN LINKED DATA
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CPC PRODUCTS (1/4)
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CPC product How to access it?

CPC scheme browser CPC browser in Espacenet (https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/cpc-browser) or
on USPTO's website: https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc.html 

CPC scheme and 
Definitions (PDF)

CPC browsers or Table on CPC website
www.cpcinfo.org à CPC Scheme and Definitions à Table
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/table

CPC scheme and 
Definitions (XML)

Bulk data section of CPC website
www.cpcinfo.org à CPC Scheme and Definitions à Bulk data 
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/bulk

CPC in DocDB XML 
product

https://data.epo.org/data

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/cpc-browser
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc.html
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/table
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/bulk
https://data.epo.org/data


CPC PRODUCTS (2/4)
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CPC product How to access it?

List of valid symbols 
and CPC validity file

Bulk data section of CPC website
www.cpcinfo.org à CPC Scheme and Definitions à Bulk data 
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/bulk

List of active revision 
projects

CPC revisions section of the CPC website
www.cpcinfo.org à CPC revisions à On-going CPC projects
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/Projects

Notices of Changes 
(NoCs), NoC archive 
and Notices of 
Editorial Corrections

CPC revisions section of the CPC website
cpcinfo.org à CPC revisions à Notice of Changes
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges

Compilation of 
changes

CPC revisions section of the CPC website
cpcinfo.org à CPC revisions à Notice of Changes
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/bulk
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/Projects
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges


CPC PRODUCTS (3/4)
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CPC product How to access it?

CPC-to-IPC 
Concordance List 
(CICL) in txt and XML 
format

CPC concordances section of CPC website
www.cpcinfo.org à CPC Concordances 
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcConcordances

CPC titles with
hierarchy (txt)

Bulk data section of CPC website
www.cpcinfo.org à CPC Scheme and Definitions à Bulk data 
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/bulk

List of areas where 
2000 series are used

Publications section of CPC website
www.cpcinfo.org à Publications à Miscellaneous
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/Miscellaneous 

List of areas where 
C-Sets are used

Publications section of CPC website
www.cpcinfo.org à Publications à Miscellaneous
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/Miscellaneous 

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/bulk
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/Miscellaneous
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/Miscellaneous


CPC PRODUCTS (4/4)
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CPC product How to access it?

CPC as open linked data https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinition
s/CPCopenLinkedData

§ OPS RESTFUL platform:

§ CPC retrieval
§ CPC media retrieval
§ CPC symbol search
§ Concordance mapping service
§ Validation service
§ CPC definition retrieval

http://ops.epo.org

§ CPC text categoriser https://epn.epo.org/cpc-text-categoriser

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/CPCopenLinkedData
https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/CPCopenLinkedData
https://epn.epo.org/cpc-text-categoriser


WHY USE CPC?
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Using CPC for searching improves search efficiency and precision
§ 260.000 symbols in CPC vs. 75.000 in IPC è focused search results, reducing the 

number of documents to be analysed intellectually
Using CPC for searching improves search quality
§ Classification searches allow searching for technical concepts, not only words 

§ A classification search is a language-independent search: it facilitates the retrieval of 
documents independently from the language (e.g. Asian languages)

§ Less dependent on the words / expressions used by applicants, who sometimes use 
unusual terms (e.g. “a device for opening and closing an opening" versus “a valve")

Artificial Intelligence is supporting the classification process
§ AI models trained with data sets curated by EPO examiners

§ Used for file routing and to suggest CPC symbols to the examiner who needs to decide

WHY USE THE COOPERATIVE PATENT CLASSIFICATION (CPC)?



Thank you for your attention!

More info?

www.cpcinfo.org

cpc@uspto.gov cpc@epo.org

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@uspto.gov
mailto:cpc@epo.org


USPTO UPDATES
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April 2024 INAPI Chile training visit

§ Four day in-person training at 
INAPI Chile

§  General CPC training 

§  Customized field-specific 
training in 12 subclasses

§  CPC workshops

NATIONAL OFFICE TRAINING
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§  One-hour webinar series presented virtually on 
USPTO’s Stakeholders Offerings and Resources 
(SOaR) platform

§  To establish and build upon base and/or expert 
level knowledge of the IPC and CPC schemes

CLASSIFICATION CAFÉ OVERVIEW

§  Expert level technical classification training on specific topics of interest

§  Focuses on foundational core classification skills

§  Search

§  Retrieval
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§  CPC overview
§  Overview of specific technology
§  Relevant CPC areas
§  At least two examples
§  Incorporates search strategy

§  Questions

EXAMPLE CLASSIFICATION CAFÉ AGENDA
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§  Previous topics presented in 2024

§  July: Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV)

§  August: Blockchain

§  October: Artificial Intelligence

§  December: Cross-cutting technologies

§  Upcoming topics for 2025

§  Internet of Things (IoT)

§  Combination sets (C-sets)

CLASSIFICATION CAFÉ SCHEDULE
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CLASSIFICATION CAFÉ REGISTRATION
§ Only name and e-mail required to register

§ No cost to register

§  www.uspto.gov/patents/training/soar-training-events

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/training/soar-training-events
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§  Technical expert training tailored for individual office needs 
(virtual or in-person)

§  General training, Field Specific Training (FST), C-sets 
training, Computer Based Training (CBT) e-learning 
modules

§  Classification café topics can be offered upon request

§  Customized classification training for external stakeholders 

§Contact us with requests at cpc@uspto.gov

AVAILABLE SERVICES FOR NATIONAL OFFICES

mailto:cpc@uspto.gov


Thank you for your attention!

More info?

www.cpcinfo.org

cpc@uspto.gov cpc@epo.org

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@uspto.gov
mailto:cpc@epo.org


ANNEX
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ACRONYMS

§ CPC: Cooperative Patent Classification

§ IPC: International Patent Classification

§ USPTO: United States Patent and Trademark Office; EPO: European Patent Office; KIPO: Korean 
Intellectual Property Office; CNIPA: China National Intellectual Property Administration; JPO: Japan 
Patent Office

§ Country codes: Austria (AT), Argentina (AR), Australia (AU), Belgium (BE), Bulgaria (BG), Brazil 
(BR), Canada (CA), Switzerland (CH), Chile (CL), China (CN), Czech Republic (CZ), Denmark (DK), 
Eurasian Patent Organization (EA), Estonia (EE), Spain (ES), Finland (FI), United Kingdom (GB), 
Greece (GR), Hungary (HU), Israel (IL), Italy (IT), South Korea (KR), Luxembourg (LU), Latvia (LV), 
Morocco (MA), Monoco (MC), Mexico (MX), Netherlands (NL), Norway (NO), Peru (PE), Poland (PL), 
Portugal (PT), Romania (RO), Russia (RU), Sweden (SE) and Turkey (TR)

§ ECLA: European Classification System

§ ICO: In Computer Only

§ KW: Keyword
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