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USPTO update



 The USPTO transitioning from USPC (United States Patent 
Classification) routing to CPC routing

− The CPC routing project also included a review and reallocation 
of time allotted to examiners for each application

− The routing per CPC will start in October 2020.

 Research on artificial intelligence (AI) for classification 

CPC Implementation at the USPTO



Search and Classification Examiners (SCE) Program:
• Approximately140 SCEs to start in their role in April 2020

o It is a 2 year assignment. 
o The SCEs will examine for 70% of their time. 

• The SCEs will be tasked with many classification related activities 
including: 
o Quality assurance of initial classification and reclassification
o Revision projects
o Technical field training
o Continued collaboration with EPO QNs to ensure harmonized 

classification practices

The USPTO future plans:



EPO update



 Theme: Additive Manufacturing – 3D printing
− ICT: G06F30/00 (CAD), H04N1 (scanning)
− HBC: B22F (working metallic powder), C22C (alloys)
− M&M: B41J2 (printing, e.g. inkjet printers), B29C64 (additive 

deposition), B29D35 (producing footwear)
− B33Y

 Blended approach including classification of documents

 Other technical fields?
Please contact us at cpctraining@epo.org

CPC collective training event (16-18 June 2020, The Hague)

mailto:cpctraining@epo.org


Fields proposed in 2019 by some offices
(Australia, UK, Spain, Israel)



José Alconchel Ungria and Pierre Held Geneva 18/02/2020EPO, Directorate Classification & Documentation

EPO’s Strategic Plan 2023
Master the Prior Art - Classification



European Patent Office

Strategic Plan 2023: Classification
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European Patent Office

Project CPC cooperation with the USPTO
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European Patent Office 12
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European Patent Office

Expected deliverables:

• Training material
• CPC data exchange service
• CPC reclassification service
• IPC reclassification service 
• CPC quality monitoring service

Embedded in a CPC collaboration platform



Project Cooperative Patent Classification
(IT Cooperation): focus on EPO Member States
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Thank you for your attention!
More info? www.cpcinfo.org

cpc@epo.orgcpc@uspto.gov

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@epo.org
mailto:cpc@uspto.org
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