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Outline

• Overview of essential CPC scheme features

• Brief overview of CPC tools we will use today

• Classification search exercises covering electrical, 

mechanical and chemical areas

• Advanced features of the CPC scheme
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CPC: Where to Classify
• Patent applications / granted patents are classified by selecting 

appropriate CPC symbols which represent the invention and permit 

users to retrieve the document later

• All inventive features must be classified, i.e. multiple symbols are 

typically allocated

• Additional information that is interesting from the disclosure for 

search purposes is classified (efficient retrieval of documents)
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The CPC Symbol

3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop

Section
Class

Subclass
Group

Subgroup

A-H or Y 0-99 A-Z 0-9999/ 00-999999

H01L 21/02087 is an example of a CPC symbol
H01L is the subclass identifier
H01 is the class
H is the section
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Scheme Presentation
• Primary group titles in black are also in IPC
• Primary group titles and other information that 

are in green and surrounded by {curly brackets} 
are CPC only

• References (pointers to other places)
• In HTML version there are hyperlinks (to 

definitions and references) 
– Example:
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The CPC Group (i.e., a Classification)
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The CPC group H01L 21/02087 on its own looks like this:

Symbol Indent Level Title [title date]
Group H01L 21/02087 . . . . (4) Cleaning of wafer edges [2013-01]

A CPC group:

Requisite
• Position in the scheme

• CPC symbol
• Indent level  
• Title
• Revision date [YYYY-MM]

May Have
• Notes related to CPC

o References to indexing groups that must 
be applied

• Warnings
• Glossary terms 
• Definition is Hyperlinked
• References (pointers to other places)
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A CPC Group (i.e., classification) in the CPC Scheme
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Section; Section identifier H ELECTRICITY

Class; Class identifier H01 BASIC ELECTRIC ELEMENTS [2013‐01]

^
|
|
|
|
|
|

Group 
Position 
in CPC 
Scheme

|
|
|
|
|
|
v

Subclass identifier H01L SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICES; ELECTRIC SOLID STATE 
DEVICES NOT OTHERWISE PROVIDED FOR

Parent groups of 4‐dot 
group of interest

Group symbol Indent 
level

Main group

1‐dot parent group

2‐dot parent group

3‐dot parent group

H01L21/00

H01L 21/02

H01L 21/02041

H01L 21/02082

(0)

. (1)

. . (2)

. . . (3)

Processes or apparatus adapted for the 
manufacture or treatment of semiconductor or 
solid state devices or of parts thereof   [2013-01]

Manufacture or treatment of semiconductor 
devices or of parts thereof [2013-01]

cleaning [2013-01]

product to be cleaned [2013-01]  

4‐dot group of 
interest

H01L 
21/02087

. . . . (4) Cleaning of wafer edges [2013-01]
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Titles and Scope
Scope of CPC entry (place) is 

 the technical subject matter that 
is covered by a place

 always defined by title of place
+ titles of hierarchically higher 
places

Sections, classes: titles only 
broadly indicative of content
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HUMAN NECESSITIES

AGRICULTURE; FOREXTRY; ANIMAL 
HUSBANDRY; HUNTING; TRAPPING; FISHING

CATCHING OR TRAPPING OF ANIMALS; 
APPARATUS FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF 
NOXIOUS ANMIALS OR NOXIOUS PLANTS

Stationary means for cathcing or 
killing insects

with devices {or substances, e.g. 
food, pheronones} attracting the 
insects

A

A01

A01M

A01M 1/

A01M 1/02

Subclasses, groups (Main groups or 
subgroups): titles define specific content which 
fall in the area as precisely as possible
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Slide 9

BDN3 need to move slides 21-23 and bring them top after introduction of CPC
Bodawala, Dimple N.; 13-09-2016



TOOLS USED DURING 
EXERCISES
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USPTO PatFT and AppFT
Field 
Code Field Name

CPC Current CPC 
Classification

CPCL Current CPC 
Classification Class
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http://patft.uspto.gov/
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USPTO CPC Classification Search

http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/
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Espacenet
Field 
identifier

Examples

cpc cpc="A61K31/13"
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http://worldwide.espacenet.com/ 
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Google Patents

• Patents.google.com
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EAST (Examiners Automated Search Tool)
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Only available to 
Public Searchers in 
the USPTO Public 
Search Room



EAST Search Operators

• Boolean Operators
– OR – TermA or TermB or both are in the document
– AND – TermA and TermB are both in the document
– NOT – TermA not TermB in the document
– XOR – TermA or TermB but not both in the document
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EAST Search Operators

• Proximity Operators
– ADJ – TermA next to TermB in the order specified in the same 

sentence
– ADJn – TermA within n terms of B in the order specified in the 

same sentence
– NEAR – Term A next to TermB in any order in the same sentence
– NEARn – TermA within n terms of TermB in any order in the same 

sentence
– WITH – TermA in the same sentence with TermB
– SAME – TermA in the same paragraph with TermB

• Note – n can be 1-99, ADJ is equal to ADJ1, NEAR is equal to 
NEAR1
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EAST Search Operators

• Truncation
– $ - Zero to unlimited characters
– $n – Zero to n extra characters
– ? – Exactly 1 character
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EAST Search Operators

• CPC Searchable Indices 
– Search all CPC allocations = .cpc.
– Search only inventive allocations = .cpci.
– Search only additional allocations = .cpca.

• For breakdown and orthogonal index codes (2000-
series), only use .cpca. or .cpc. There are no 
inventive allocations in the indexes.
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CPC Scheme

• The Current CPC Scheme can also be 
found on www.cpcinfo.org
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Search Table
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Document Number

Search Features Search Concept #1 Search Concept #2 Search Concept #3 Search Concept #4 Relevance of Results?
1)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

2)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

3)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

4)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

5)

Result: Result: Result: Result:



Examples and Search 
Techniques



Mechanical Example 1
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US 2014/0326087



Determine the Invention

• Inventive subject matter can be found 
anywhere within the document
– Drawings
– Specification
– Claims
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Determine the Invention
• The present document discloses a compact linear roller guide which, by 

virtue of the configuration and geometric distribution thereof, is capable of 
transmitting forces and high tension moments, in addition to achieving high 
precision in the linear displacement of the load. This linear guide in turn 
presents novel characteristics, such as the implementation of grooved rollers 
guided by means of a guide rail having surfaces especially designed to 
uniformly distribute the load on all the rollers comprised in the sliding 
carriage. The constructive characteristics of the present linear guide permit a 
system of power transmission to be realized between the sliding carriage 
and the guide rail by inserting a motor and the support thereof into at least 
one of the walls of the sliding carriage and within the space between the 
grooved rollers in such manner that, by means of a pinion mounted on the 
motor shaft, power may be transmitted to the rail by a longitudinally 
abutting rack, maintaining the very small physical dimensions, permitting 
the utilization of said linear guide in diverse applications requiring both 
precision and high load capacity.
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Specification Paragraph 0006



Identify Search Features
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Document Number

Search Features Search Concept #1 Search Concept #2 Search Concept #3 Search Concept #4 Relevance of Results?

1)Carriage with bearings

Result: Result: Result: Result:

2)Guide rail

Result: Result: Result: Result:

3) Rack and pinion power 
transmission

Result: Result: Result: Result:

4)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

5)

Result: Result: Result: Result:



Espacenet Classification Search
Proximity operators
Example: guide prox/distance<3 rail
The system will find patent documents 
where the words guide and rail are less 
than three words apart in the 
TXT identifier.

Example: guide prox/unit=sentence rail
The system will find patent documents 
where the words mouse and trap happen 
to be in the same sentence in the 
TXT identifier.

Example: guide prox/unit=paragraph rail
The system will find patent documents 
where the words mouse and trap happen 
to be in the same paragraph in the 
TXT identifier.

Wildcards
*   a string of characters of any length
?   zero or one character
#   exactly one character
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Identify Relevant CPC Groups
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Enter search terms: 
guide prox/distance<3 rail and 
bearing* and carriage



Identify Relevant CPC Groups
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Identify Relevant CPC Groups
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Identify Relevant CPC Groups
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Conduct Search
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Document Number

Search Features Search Concept #1 Search Concept #2 Search Concept #3 Search Concept #4 Relevance of Results?

1)Carriage with bearings
F16C29/045 F16C29/045 and F16C29/005 and 

F16H19/04 F16C29/045 and F16C29/005

Result: Result: Result: Result:

2)Guide rail
F16C29/005

Result: Result: Result: Result:

3) Rack and pinion power 
transmission

F16H19/04 F16H19/04 and linear adj guide

Result: Result: Result: Result:

4)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

5)

Result: Result: Result: Result:



Conduct Search

• Searching can be conducted 3 ways:
– Classification Symbols Only
– Text Only
– Combining Classification Symbols with Text
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Conduct Search
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Classification Searching Only



Conduct Search
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Classification Searching with Text

Relevant Text Terms

One or More CPC 
Symbols

Searching 
Classification 
Symbols with Text 
can be useful 
when the text 
terms are too 
generic to search 
alone, or when 
multiple CPC 
subclasses are 
necessary to find 
the invention.



Evaluate Results
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Guide Rail

Roller 
Bearings

Rack and Pinion 
Power Transmission

DE20 2014 007 866 U1



Evaluate Results
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Rack and 
Pinion power 
transmission



Evaluate Results
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Mechanical Example 2
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Identify Search Features
– Window frame
– Corners that lock together to prevent 

expansion/contraction gaps
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Identify Relevant CPC Groups

• Using Google Patents (patents.google.com)
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Google Patents can be a good place to start if you aren’t sure 
where to look. 



Identify Relevant CPC Groups
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Clicking the ‘?’ opens the CPC scheme



Identify Relevant CPC Groups

September 19, 2016 3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop 46



Determine relevant CPC schemes
– Window frame

– Corners that lock together to prevent 
expansion/contraction gaps
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Note the 
precedence 
reference



Formulate various search strategies

– Can search with classification symbols only
• E06B1/04
• E06B1/04 and E06B1/62

– Can search with keywords only
• Window and frame and joint and lock$ and 

engag$

– Can search with both symbols and keywords
• E06B1/62 AND lock$
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Search in EAST
• Formulate various search strategies

– Can search with classification symbols only
• E06B1/04.cpci.
• E06B1/04.cpci. AND E06B1/62.cpci.

– Can search with keywords only
• Window ADJ frame AND (joint? SAME lock$3) AND 

engag$4
– Can search with both symbols and keywords

• E06B1/62.cpci. AND lock$3
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Perform Search (Patft.uspto.gov)
How to use the advanced search : http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/help/helpadv.htm

September 19, 2016 3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop 50



EAST Results
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Review Search and Strategy

• If you did not find what you are looking 
for, you may need to broaden your search, 
or modify your strategy
– Change keywords
– Move to broader subgroups
– Search additional subgroups
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What If You Don’t Find It?

• Expand search to other areas
– If searching application areas, try the function oriented 

area
• E06B1/+ is application oriented
• F16B is function oriented

• E06B only contains windows, doors, etc…. F16B contains 
all kinds of joints, but may be relevant to windows and 
doors. 
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Expand Search
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PatFT:

Espacenet:

EAST: 
F16B$.cpc. and joint?
F16B$.cpc. and E06B1/$.cpc.



Evaluate Results
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Surgical Example
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Hollow Rod
Electromagnetic 
Field Emitter 
(inside hollow rod)

Controller

Power Source 
(battery)

US 2013/0165733
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Identify Search Features
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Document Number

Search Features Search Concept #1 Search Concept #2 Search Concept #3 Search Concept #4 Relevance of Results?

1)Intramedullary fixation device

Result: Result: Result: Result:

2)Electromagnetic field emitter with 
controller and power supply

Result: Result: Result: Result:

3)Pain reduction

Result: Result: Result: Result:

4)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

5)

Result: Result: Result: Result:



Determine Relevant CPC Schemes
– Intramedullary device

– Electromagnetic Field Emitter

– Pain Reduction
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Note the precedence reference

Because we have a bone fixation 
device in combination with 
magnetotherapy



Searching Narrow and Broad Areas

• It is possible to search a narrow area 
combined with a broad area, and can be 
advantageous to do so
– Search results will only be as broad as the 

narrowest area in the query. 
– This can save time, and also assist when you 

need to search for a feature outside of a 
familiar or commonly searched area.
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• Searching A61N2/008 combined with all of 
A61B at once:

Searching Narrow and Broad Areas
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• The same technique can be used to broadly search two areas

• Can also be done in Espacenet
For example:

Searching Narrow and Broad Areas
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Searching Narrow and Broad Areas
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• Searching A61N2/008 combined with all of 
A61B at once:

A61N2/008 Inventive symbols
A61B Inventive Symbols
A61B Additional Symbols
A61N2/008 (I) combined with A61B(I)
A61F2/008 (I) combined with A61B(A)

These will be your best 
references, as there is an 
inventive symbol in both 
subclasses

Can also be done in EAST:



• Searching A61N2/008 combined with all of 
A61B17/ at once:

Searching Narrow and Broad Areas
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A61N2/008 Inventive symbols
A61B17/ Inventive Symbols
A61B17/ Additional Symbols
A61N2/008 (I) combined with A61B17/(I)
A61F2/008 (I) combined with A61B17/(A)

These will be your best 
references, as there is an 
inventive symbol in both 
subclasses



• The same technique can be used to 
broadly search two areas

Searching Narrow and Broad Areas
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A61N2/ Inventive symbols
A61B17/ Inventive Symbols
A61B17/ Additional Symbols
A61N2/ (I) combined with A61B17/(I)
A61F2/ (I) combined with A61B17/(A)

These will be your best 
references, as there is an 
inventive symbol in both 
subclasses



Evaluate Results
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Evaluate Results
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Evaluate Results
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Evaluate Results
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Mechanical Example 3
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US 2014/0096447
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Identify Search Features
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Document Number

Search Features Search Concept #1 Search Concept #2 Search Concept #3 Search Concept #4 Relevance of Results?

1)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

2)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

3)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

4)

Result: Result: Result: Result:

5)

Result: Result: Result: Result:



Determine relevant CPC schemes

• Turnstile

• RFID Access
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Evaluate Results
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Electrical Example
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Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic 
Resonance Spectroscopy and Imaging

• A method of measuring precessing magnetization includes providing a first site 
characterized by a first spin order and providing a second site. The method also 
includes transferring a portion of the first spin order from the first  site to the second 
site. The second site is characterized by a second spin order orthogonal to the first spin 
order. The method further includes exposing a sample including the first site and a 
second site to a magnetic field, measuring a precessing magnetization of at least one 
of the first site or the second site, repeating the transferring a portion of the first spin 
order from the first site to the second site, and repeating the measuring of the 
precessing magnetization.
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Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic 
Resonance Spectroscopy and Imaging 
Illustration

September 19, 2016 3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop 80



Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic Resonance 
Spectroscopy and Imaging 
Illustration
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Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic 
Resonance Spectroscopy and Imaging Classification
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Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic 
Resonance Spectroscopy and Imaging Classification

Invention

• G01R 33/5601 - Image enhancement 
or correction, e.g. subtraction or 
averaging techniques -{involving use 
of a contrast agent for contrast 
manipulation, e.g. a paramagnetic, 
super-paramagnetic, ferromagnetic 
or hyperpolarised contrast agent}

G01R 33/4608 – NMR Spectroscopy 
- {RF excitation sequences for 
enhanced detection, e.g. NOE, 
polarisation transfer, selection of a 
coherence transfer pathway}

• G01R33/5605 - Image enhancement 
or correction, e.g. subtraction or 
averaging techniques - {by 
transferring coherence or 
polarization from a spin species to 
another, e.g. creating magnetization 
transfer contrast [MTC], polarization 
transfer using nuclear Overhauser
enhancement [NOE]}
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Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic 
Resonance Spectroscopy and Imaging Classification

G01R 33/5601 G01R33/5605    G01R 33/4608  
G01R33/5605
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Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic 
Resonance Spectroscopy and Imaging Search
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Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy 
and Imaging Illustration 
Boolean Search Terms

• ((G01R33/$.cpc.) or (A61B5/$.cpc.) or (G01V3/$.cpc.) or (G01N24/$.cpc.))
• ((324/300-322.ccls.) or (600/407-435.ccls.) or (382/128-131.ccls.))
• ((magnetic adj5 (resonan$2 or response)) or MRI or NMR)
• ((magnetic adj5 (resonan$2 or response)) or MRI or NMR or NQR or ESR or EPR or parameter or 

parameterize or parameterizing or parameterized or parameterization or parameterise or parameterising
or parameterised or parameterisation) 

• ("hyper" or hyperpolarization or hyperpolarisation or hyperpolarize or hyperpolarise or hyperpolarizing or 
hyperpolarising or hyperpolarized or hyperpolarised or hyperpolarizable or hyperpolarisable or 
hyperpolarizably or hyperpolarisably or hyper-polarization or hyper-polarisation or hyper-polarize or 
hyper-polarise or hyper-polarizing or hyper-polarising or hyper-polarized or hyper-polarised or hyper-
polarizable or hyper-polarisable or hyper-polarizably or hyper-polarisably)

• (transfer or transfering or transferring or transfered or transferred or transferable or transferably or switch 
or switching or switched or switchably or switchable or alter or altering or altered or alteration or alterably 
or alterable or change or changed or changeable or changeably or changing)

• ((measure or measuring or measured or measurement or obtain or obtaining or obtained or obtainable or 
acquire or acquired or acquiring or acquisition or calculate or calculating or calculation or calculated or 
find or finding or determine or determining or determined or determination or determinable or 
determinably) same (spin or spinning or spun or spining or spinable or spinably or precess or precessing
or precessed or precession)) 

• (spin or proton or hydrogen or "1.sub.H" or "h.sup.1" or "1H" or "H1")
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Partial/Fractional Polarization Transfer for Single-Scan Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy 
and Imaging Illustration 
EAST – using Boolean Search Terms
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Chemical Example



Individually Determine Relevant Classification

A process of making a substantially low carbohydrate beer comprising: 

preparing a substantially liquid wort,

boiling the wort,

vigorously percolating a gas through the boiled wort under conditions 

that avoid oxidation of the wort,

thereafter cooling the wort and filtering the cooled wort, and

passing the filtered wort through a packed column having immobilized 

yeast providing continuous fermentation. 
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Possible Keywords/concepts
Claim 1.  A process of making a substantially low carbohydrate beer 

comprising: 

preparing a substantially liquid wort,

boiling the wort,

vigorously percolating a gas through the boiled wort under conditions 

that avoid oxidation of the wort,

thereafter cooling the wort and filtering the cooled wort, and

passing the filtered wort through a packed column having immobilized 

yeast providing continuous fermentation. 
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Possible Synonyms

Substantially low 
carbohydrate

Diet; (low or reduced or reducing) (sugar or calorie or caloric); 
light; lite

Beer Alcohol or alcoholic

Immobilized yeast Immobili$4; bonded; stationary; bound; anchor$3; fix$3

Process of making 
beer

Brew$3; ferment$3; (cool$3 or heat$3 or boil$3 or (increas$3 or 
reduc$3 or decreas$3 or rais$3) temperature) with wort

3rd CPC Annual Meeting WorkshopSeptember 19, 2016 91



Possible Keywords/concepts
Claim 1.  A process of making a substantially low carbohydrate beer comprising: 

preparing a substantially liquid wort,

boiling the wort,

vigorously percolating a gas through the boiled wort under conditions that 

avoid oxidation of the wort,

thereafter cooling the wort and filtering the cooled wort, and

passing the filtered wort through a packed column having immobilized yeast 

providing continuous fermentation. 
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Statistically Classify 1st Main Concept
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Review Hierarchy/Informative References
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1st Possible Area to Search
• Areas of search: 

C12C7/20
C12C7/26

3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop

Section
Class

Subclass
Group

Subgroup

C 12 C 7/ 20
26
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Statistically Classify 2nd Main Concept
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2nd Possible Area to Search
• Area of search: 

C12C12/02

3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop

Section
Class

Subclass
Group

Subgroup

C 12 C 12/ 02
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3rd Subgroups to Search
• Area of search: 

C12C11/09

3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop

Section
Class

Subclass
Group

Subgroup

C 12 C 11/ 09 
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Narrow then Broad CPC Search
• Search subgroups as separate lists

• Cross subgroup lists

• Search lists with additional keywords

• Use Main Groups C12C12/00 /low and one dot ‘.’ subgroups (C12C12/02.) for broad 
searches  

• Use feedback from searching to modify and adapt the search
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Option 2: Symmetrically Browse Scheme

• Progressively drill down the CPC 
hierarchy to locate the most relevant 
areas to search

3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop

Section
Class

Subclass
Group

Subgroup

? ?? ? ?/ ?
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Select Relevant Section

3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop

CPC COOPERATIVE PATENT CLASSIFICATION 

A  HUMAN NECESSITIES  

B  PERFORMING OPERATIONS; TRANSPORTING  

C  CHEMISTRY; METALLURGY  

D  TEXTILES; PAPER  

E  FIXED CONSTRUCTIONS  

F  MECHANICAL ENGINEERING; LIGHTING; HEATING; WEAPONS; BLASTING ENGINES OR PUMPS  

G  PHYSICS  

H  ELECTRICITY  

Y  GENERAL TAGGING OF NEW TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS; GENERAL TAGGING OF CROSS-OVER 
TECHNOLOGIES SPANNING OVER SEVERAL SECTIONS OF THE IPC  

 

C
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Select Relevant Class
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C 12
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Select Relevant Subclass
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C 12 C
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Select Relevant Main Groups
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C 12 C 12/
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Drill down Subgroup
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C 12 C 12/ 02

For Example for main concept 1: low calorie

Follow same procedure to main concept 2: immobilized yeast
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Advanced Chemical Example



Published Document: 2015/0224690
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Identifying Inventive concept: in 
Claims
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Identifying Inventive concept: in 
Drawings
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Identifying Inventive concept: in 
Summary of Invention
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Finding the patent documents:
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Finding the patent documents:
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Finding Claimed subject matter in 
CPC system
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Finding Claimed subject matter in 
CPC system
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CPC classification for the subject 
matter of the document



Additional Advanced CPC 
Scheme Topics
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FUNCTION -ORIENTED AND 
APPLICATION-ORIENTED PLACES
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Function and Application-Oriented Places

3rd CPC Annual Meeting Workshop

► CPC distinguishes between two fundamental categories of technical 
subjects:

• Things “per se”, “in general”, i.e. characterized by their intrinsic 
nature or function,  i.e. independent of its field of use

• Things specially adapted for particular use or purpose

Note:  In function-oriented places one often finds limiting references 
to application places containing standard wording “specially adapted for”

► Function-oriented place

► Application-oriented place
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Function Application places: Example
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F16F SPRINGS; SHOCK-ABSORBERS; MEANS FOR DAMPING VIBRATION 
NOTE

-

This subclass covers: 
- springs, shock-absorbers or vibration-dampers; 
- their arrangement in, or adaptation for, particular 
apparatus if not provided for in the 
subclasses covering said apparatus. 

This subclass does not cover inventions concerning the arrangement or adaptation 
of springs, shock-absorbers or vibration-dampers in, or for, particular apparatus, if 
provided for in the subclasses concerning the said apparatus, e.g. 

A47C 23/00 to A47C 27/00 Spring mattresses 
{ A61F 2/00 Prostheses }
A63C 5/075 Vibration dampers in skis 
B60G Vehicle suspensions 
B60R 19/24 Mounting of bumpers on vehicles 
B61F Rail vehicle suspensions 
B61G 11/00 Buffers for railway or tramway vehicles 
B62D 21/15 Vehicle chassis frames having impact absorbing 
means

► Function-oriented place

► Application-oriented place
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Where to Search First?
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Spring mattress

BOTH

Spring
Is the technical subject 

of the invention a 

spring?

Is the technical subject a 

special adaptation of a 

spring for use in a spring 

mattress?

Do the essential technical 

characteristics of the 

subject relate to both the 

instrinsic nature or function 

of a spring and to 

adaptating springs for use in 

a spring mattress?

► Function-oriented place

► Application-oriented place
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Identify most relevant places
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Function vs. Application
Apparatus vs Process
Process vs. Product

USE CPC scheme features
• Notes
• Warnings
• Definition is Hyperlinked
• References (pointers to other places)
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Are classifications in image and 
text always the same?
• No, the following actions cause the CPC 

classification picture to change
– Classification of another family member in 

another CPC group
– Project document reclassification activities
– Ad hoc reclassification by Patent Office 

personal
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Classification symbols on Patents: 
image rendition vice text rendition
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USPTO PatFT

Espacenet

Static Patent Publication
B60K 2350/901  was added after publication 



CPC Resources
• CPC General Website:

– http://www.CPCinfo.org
• Link to USPTO Classification Homepage:

– http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/
• Guide to the CPC:

– http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/GuideTo
TheCPC.pdf

• Espacenet the EPO’s public search tool:
– http://worldwide.espacenet.com/ 

• CPC Online Resources and Training Materials
– http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training.html

• USPTO PatFT and AppFT
– http://patft.uspto.gov/
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