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Scope of the base symbol

C08G18/00 relates to polymers from isocyanates or isothiocyanates
(i.e., it includes polyurethanes and polyureas)

 Only the following subgroup symbols may be used as the base symbols in 
authorised “binary” Combination sets of group C08G18/00:

 C08G18/10 
 C08G18/12 
 C08G18/67
 C08G18/671 to C08G18/672
 C08G18/6735 to C08G18/679
 C08G18/81 to C08G18/8191
 C08G18/8158 to C08G18/8175
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information sources

CPC scheme (latest interleave version) for C08G
 see especially the NOTEs concerning Combination sets at page 6, page 

18 and page 22 of the scheme

 other details and/or instructions provided by the CPC scheme/definitions of 
C08G/C08G18 
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Basic rules and principles

 Last place rule(LPR): in the absence of an indication to the contrary, 
classification is made in the last appropriate place.
 In the case of Combination sets, the LPR applies both for the base 

symbol and for the second symbol assigned within a Combination set 
and has to be complemented in the case of C08G18 by the additional
proviso that the classification is made in the last authorized appropriate 
place.

 In the subclass C08G, the group C08G18/00 takes precedence over all 
other groups
A further classification is also given elsewhere, if the polymers are 

obtained by reactions forming specific linkages for which an appropriate 
group is provided.
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Basic rules and principles

 The group C08G18 covers compositions based on monomers which 
form macromolecular compounds classifiable in C08G18

 C08G18 covers also the processes for preparing the macromolecular 
compounds provided therein

In group C08G18, for the purposes of groups C08G18/28-C08G18/69, the 
addition of water for the preparation of cellular materials is not taken into 
consideration

In subclass C08G in general: if the monomers are defined, classification is 
made in groups C08G2/00-C08G79/00, C08G83/00 according to the 
polymer to be formed
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The authorized Combination sets in detail

 NOTE [at page 6 of the interleaved CPC scheme of C08G dated 2014.06], part 1

After the symbols C08G18/10 and C08G18/12 and separated by a ","
sign, are indicated the reactive components of a second or following step
by one of the symbols
C08G18/2805*, C08G18/30 to C08G18/38 (or by sub-notations thereof),
C08G18/40 to C08G18/64 without sub-notations,
C08G18/65 to C08G18/66, C08G18/70 to C08G18/80 (or by sub-notations thereof)

*: correction of an editorial error in the NOTE of the scheme

Meaning: 
Prepolymers prepared from a first reaction step linked to the reactive 
components of a second or following step
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the base symbol
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part I)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part II)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part III)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part IV)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part V)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part VI)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part VII)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part VIII)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part IX)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part X)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part XI)

19



European Patent Office

C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part XII)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part XIII)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part XIV)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part XV)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part XVI)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part XVII)
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 1): scope of the second symbol (part XVIII)
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The authorized Combination sets in detail

 NOTE [at page 6 of the interleaved CPC scheme of C08G dated 2014.06], part 2

After the symbols C08G18/10 and C08G18/12 and separated by a ","
sign are indicated the oligomerisation of isocyanate- or isothiocyanate
groups in the prepolymers or in the added reactive components involving
reaction of at least a part of the isocyanate- or isothiocyanate groups with
each other in the reaction mixture by the symbols C08G18/02 or
C08G18/09 respectively or by subnotations thereof

Meaning:
Oligomerisation of isocyanate- or isothiocyanate groups in the prepolymers
or in the added reactive components linked to a reaction involving at least a 
part of the isocyanate- or isothiocyanate groups with each other in the 
reaction mixture
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 2): scope of the base symbol
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C08G18 (Note, page 6, part 2): scope of the second symbol
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The authorized Combination sets in detail

 NOTE [at page 18 of the interleaved CPC scheme of C08G dated 2014.06], part 1

After the symbols C08G18/67 and C08G18/671 to C08G18/679 and
separated by a "," sign is indicated the manufacture of polymers
containing ionic or ionogenic groups from unsaturated
low-molecular-weight compounds having active hydrogen by one of the
symbols C08G18/0804 to C08G18/0833

….
This note does not apply for the symbols C08G18/6725 and C08G18/673

Meaning:
Unsaturated low-molecular-weight compounds having active hydrogen used
in the manufacture of polymers containing ionic or ionogenic groups
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 1): scope of the base symbol
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 1): scope of the second symbol
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The authorized Combination sets in detail

 NOTE [at page 18 of the interleaved CPC scheme of C08G dated 2014.06], part 2

After the symbols C08G18/671 to C08G18/672 and separated by a ","
sign are indicated the polymer-backbone forming high-molecular-weight
compounds containing active hydrogen or their combination with
low-molecular-weight compounds by one of the symbols C08G18/40 to
C08G18/64 without subnotations, C08G18/65 to C08G18/66,
C08G18/6705 and C08G18/6795 to C08G18/69 (or by subnotations thereof)

This note does not apply for the symbols C08G18/6725 and C08G18/673

Meaning:
Unsaturated compounds having only one group containing active hydrogen
linked to polymer-backbone forming high-molecular-weight compounds 
containing active hydrogen or their combination with low-molecular-weight 
compounds
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 2): scope of the base symbol
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part I)
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part II)
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part III)
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part IV)
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part V)
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part VI)
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C08G18 (Note, page 18, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part VII)
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The authorized Combination sets in detail

 NOTE [at page 22 of the interleaved CPC scheme of C08G dated 2014.06], part 1

After the symbols C08G18/81 to C08G18/8191 and separated by a ","
sign is indicated the manufacture of polymers containing ionic or ionogenic
groups by one of the symbols C08G18/0804 to C08G18/0833

Meaning:
Unsaturated isocyanates or isothiocyanates used in the manufacture of 
polymers containing ionic or ionogenic groups
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 1): scope of the base symbol
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 1): scope of the second symbol
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The authorized Combination sets in detail

 NOTE [at page 22 of the interleaved CPC scheme of C08G dated 2014.06], part 2

After the symbols C08G18/8158 to C08G18/8175 and separated by a ","
sign are indicated the polymer-backbone forming high-molecular-weight
compounds containing active hydrogen or their combination with
low-molecular-weight compounds by one of the symbols C08G18/40 to
C08G18/64 without subnotations, C08G18/65 to C08G18/66,
C08G18/6705 and C08G18/6795 to C08G18/69 (or by subnotations thereof
Meaning:
Polyisocyanates or polyisothiocyanates masked with unsaturated 
compounds having only one group containing active hydrogen linked to 
polymer-backbone forming high-molecular-weight compounds containing 
active hydrogen or their combination with low-molecular-weight compounds
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 2): scope of the base symbol
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part I)
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part II)
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part III)
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part IV)
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part V)
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part VI)
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C08G18 (Note, page 22, part 2): scope of the second symbol (part VII)
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Guidance & comments (I)

Classification/indexing in C08G18 such as, e.g. the allocation of Combination 
sets, is based on the Examples of the document to be classified

The Combination sets are to be assigned as invention information (INV.)

 In the absence of Examples, Combination sets are usually not allocated, unless 
the claims and/or description provide(s) information worthwhile to be retrieved during 
a later search and which can be indexed in the form of an authorized Combination 
set

The allocation of “binary” Combination sets is mandatory in the relevant 
subgroups of C08G18/00 whenever applicable, in view of the disclosure of the 
Examples and while having regard to the authorized combinations which have been 
detailed above

When documents are classified in subgroups of C08G18 (as Combination sets or 
not), the relevant “orthogonal” indexing Codes of C08G are added as additional 
information (ADD.)

 the Codes are selected from the ranges C08G2101/00 to C08G2250/00 and 
C08G2270/00 to C08G2410/00
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Guidance & comments (II)

For the purpose of the classification/indexing in group C08G18, prepolymers
should be clearly distinguished from masked isocyanates. 

 Prepolymers are compounds wherein the iso(thio)cyanate has reacted with a 
reactant having a high molecular weight (around 1000 or higher) so that the 
resulting compounds would be considered to be at least an oligomer.

 Masked iso(thio)cyanates (even if they are happen to be qualified as prepolymers
in a document to be classified) are compounds wherein the iso(thio)cyanate has 
reacted with a reactant of low molecular weight and which would not be considered 
as an oligomer or polymer by a person skilled in the art.
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Examples involving Combination sets in C08G18

 Example 1: US2013/0202859
Solution: (in view of Combination sets with C08G18 and associated 

indexing codes)
- Combination Set: C08G18/12, C08G18/3234 (INV.)
- Combination Set: C08G18/12, C08G18/282 (INV.)

 Example 2: US2013/0274365
Solution: (in view of Combination-sets with C08G18 and associated 

indexing codes)
- Combination Set: C08G18/10, C08G18/6674 (INV.)
- Combination Set: C08G18/10, C08G18/40 (INV.)
- Combination Set: C08G18/10, C08G18/6564 (INV.)
& Single Symbol indexing codes:
C08G2101/0008 (ADD.); C08G2101/0066 (ADD.);
C08G2101/0083 (ADD.); C08G2380/00 (ADD.); C08G2410/00 (ADD.) 
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Examples involving Combination sets in C08G18

 Example 3: US2013/0165544
Solution: (only Combination sets with C08G18 and associated indexing 

codes)
- Combination Set: C08G18/12, C08G18/6564 (INV.)
- Combination Set: C08G18/12, C08G18/40 (INV.)
- Combination Set: C08G18/12, C08G18/6674 (INV.)
& Single symbol indexing codes:
C08G2101/0008 (ADD.); C08G2101/0083 (ADD.)

Example 4: US2013/0085202
Solution: (only Combination sets with C08G18 and associated indexing 

codes)
- Combination Set: C08G18/672, C08G18/44 (INV.)
& Single Symbol indexing codes:
C08G2170/40 (ADD.)
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Examples involving Combination sets in C08G18

 Example 5: US2013/0012670
Solution: (only Combination sets with C08G18 and associated indexing 

codes)
- Combination Set: C08G18/10, C08G18/58 (INV.)
& Single Symbol indexing codes:
C08G2190/00 (ADD.)
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Recapitulative table: Combination sets in C08G18 (part I)

59

Base symbol selected from: C08G18/10  or C08G18/12

Prepolymer processes involving reaction of 
iso(thio)cyanates with compounds having active 
hydrogen in a first reaction step  (not masked)

Second symbol selected from:

C08G18/2805, C08G18/30 to C08G18/38 
(with all subnotations);

C08G18/40 to C08G18/64 (without sub-notations);
C08G18/65 to C08G18/66,

C08G18/70 to C08G18/80 (with all subnotations)

Compounds used having active hydrogen

Number of symbols in a valid Combination Set: 2

Combination set is of the type: INV.

Allocation of Combination set(s) is: Mandatory

Combination sets usually allocated for: Examples

Multiple indexing: Yes

Associated unlinked indexing code(s): C08G2101/00 to C08G2250/00,
C08G2270/00 to C08G2410/00
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Recapitulative table: Combination sets in C08G18 (part II)
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Base symbol selected from: C08G18/10  or C08G18/12
Prepolymer processes involving reaction of 
iso(thio)cyanates with compounds having active hydrogen 
in a first reaction step  (not masked)

Second symbol selected from: C08G18/02 (with all sub-notations),
C08G18/09 (with all sub-notations)

Polymerisation/oligomerisation of iso(thio)cyanates
involved

Number of symbols in a valid Combination set: 2

Combination set is of the type: INV.

Allocation of Combination set(s) is: Mandatory

Combination sets usually allocated for: Examples

Multiple indexing: Yes

Associated unlinked indexing code(s): C08G2101/00 to C08G2250/00,
C08G2270/00 to C08G2410/00
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Recapitulative table: Combination sets in C08G18 (part III)
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Base symbol selected from:
C08G18/67, C08G18/671,
C08G18/6715, C08G18/672, 
C08G18/6735 to C08G18/679

Unsaturated compounds having active hydrogen

Second symbol selected from: C08G18/0804-C08G18/0833

Manufacture of polymers containing ionic or 
ionogenic groups

Number of symbols in a valid Combination set: 2

Combination set is of the type: INV.

Allocation of Combination set(s) is: Mandatory

Combination sets usually allocated for: Examples

Multiple indexing: Yes

Associated unlinked indexing code(s): C08G2101/00-C08G2250/00,
C08G2270/00-C08G2410/00
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Recapitulative table: Combination sets in C08G18 (part IV)
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Base symbol selected from: C08G18/671, C08G18/6715, C08G18/672
Unsaturated compounds having only one group 
containing active hydrogen

Second symbol selected from:

C08G18/40 to C08G18/64 (without sub-notations);
C08G18/65 to C08G18/66, C08G18/6705,

C08G18/6795 to C08G18/69 
(with all sub-notations)

Other compounds used having active hydrogen

Number of symbols in a valid Combination set: 2

Combination set is of the type: INV.

Allocation of Combination set(s) is: Mandatory

Combination sets usually allocated for: Examples

Multiple indexing: Yes

Associated unlinked indexing code(s): C08G2101/00-C08G2250/00,
C08G2270/00-C08G2410/00
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Recapitulative table: Combination sets in C08G18 (part V)
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Base symbol selected from: C08G18/81 to C08G18/8191
Unsaturated iso(thio)cyanates

Second symbol selected from: C08G18/0804 to C08G18/0833 

Manufacture of polymers containing ionic or 
ionogenic groups

Number of symbols in a valid Combination set: 2

Combination set is of the type: INV.

Allocation of Combination set(s) is: Mandatory

Combination sets usually allocated for: Examples

Multiple indexing: Yes

Associated unlinked indexing code(s): C08G2101/00-C08G2250/00,
C08G2270/00-C08G2410/00
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Recapitulative table: Combination sets in C08G18 (part VI)
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Base symbol selected from: C08G18/8158 to C08G18/8175 
Unsaturated iso(thio)cyanates masked with 
unsaturated compounds having only group 
containing active hydrogen

Second symbol selected from:

C08G18/40 to C08G18/64 (without sub-notations);
C08G18/65 to C08G18/66, C08G18/6705,

C08G18/6795 to C08G18/69 
(with all sub-notations)

Other compounds used having active hydrogen

Number of symbols in a valid Combination set: 2

Combination set is of the type: INV.

Allocation of Combination set(s) is: Mandatory

Combination sets usually allocated for: Examples

Multiple indexing: Yes

Associated unlinked indexing code(s): C08G2101/00-C08G2250/00,
C08G2270/00-C08G2410/00


