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ORIGINAL VS. INTERLEAVED PRESENTATION OF THE CPC SCHEME ― 
UNDERSTANDING THE NATURE AND LOCATION OF THE CPC "BREAKDOWN" 

INDEXING CODES OF THE 2000 SERIES 

 

BACKGROUND 

There are two ways to view CPC schemes: the “original presentation” and the “interleaved 
presentation”. The information contained in both views is the same. The major difference 
between the two views is the ordering of the groups in the scheme. 

 

ORIGINAL PRESENTATION OF THE SCHEME 

The “original presentation” of CPC schemes follows the IPC ordering of groups based on the 
ascending numerical value of main group symbols and the ascending numerical value of 
subgroup symbols within each main group array.   

It should be noted that groups having symbols with main groups numbered 2000 and greater 
(2000 series) are found at the bottom of the schemes, and are used for classifying additional 
information or for indexing information of interest.   

Symbols in the 2000 series which are shown in grey colour are considered “place holder” 
symbols which mirror non-2000 series groups located higher in the schemes.  These “place 
holder” groups are not used for classification purposes, but exist to provide a context to their 
indented groups (“breakdown” groups in the illustration below). 

The exemplary abbreviated scheme below shows the “original presentation”. 
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INTERLEAVED PRESENTATION OF THE SCHEME 

The “interleaved presentation” of a scheme provides an alternate view to the “original 
presentation.”  It presents the breakdown groups of the 2000 series interspersed within the upper 
part of the scheme in their proper contextual order rather than at the bottom of the scheme 
indented under the “place holder” groups in the “original presentation”. 

The exemplary abbreviated scheme below shows the “interleaved presentation” of the scheme 
shown above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


