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CPC Annual Report 2016 
 
 

 Published in August 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/AnnualReports/CPCAnnualReport2016.pdf 

 

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/AnnualReports/CPCAnnualReport2016.pdf


CPC and National Offices 





• 9 Offices are already sending 
CPC data to the EPO 



Overview of CPC implementation (1/3) 
Country 

Front file 
national 

invention 
applications  

CPC 
Printed? 

CPC data 
delivered 

to the 
EPO 

classification over whole CPC 
scheme PCT applications Backfile Utility models 

AUSTRIA Yes (ECNO 
office) No Yes yes No No Yes 

BRAZIL Yes, since 
2014 Yes Yes 

Currently partial coverage (from 
the 12 divisions trained out of 
20 divisions of INPI incl. Utility 

Model division) 

Yes (transmitted 
to WIPO in SR – 
data exchange 
with EPO to be 

defined) 

Not yet - Under 
consideration Yes (all) 

CHINA Yes, since  
2014 No Yes 

Partial from 2014 
Over whole scheme  since 

January 2016 

Under 
consideration 

Under 
consideration 

Under 
consideration 

CZECH 
REPUBLIC Yes No No Yes No (Only within 

VPI appl. as ISA) Not yet Yes 

EAPO Yes, starting 
Jan 2019 No No Limited to fields where 

advanced training provided N/A Yes, starting Jan 
2020 TBC 

DENMARK Yes No No Yes N/A TBC TBC 

ESTONIA Starting 2016 No No Yes No No commitment Yes 



Overview of CPC implementation (2/3) 
Country 

Front file 
national 

invention 
applicati

ons 

CPC 
printed? 

CPC data 
delivered to 

the EPO 

classification 
over whole 

CPC scheme 
PCT applications  Backfile Utility 

models  

FINLAND 
Yes 

(ECNO 
office) 

No Yes yes Yes (not exchanged) Since 2004 Yes (not 
exchanged) 

GREECE Since 
2006 Yes Yes yes N/A Since 2006 Yes 

ISRAEL Sept 
2016 No Planned by the 

end of 2017 yes Q4 - 2018 No commitment None 

HUNGARY No No Yes (TBC) Yes Yes No No 

KOREA 2014 

Yes 
since 
April 
2015 

Yes yes 

Yes, since 7 June 
2016. Way to 

exchange data to be 
defined 

All backfile to be 
done by end 2018 N/A 

MEXICO yes No yes yes N/A 

Expected to start in 
January 2017 

subject to 
availability of 

resources 

Yes (acc. to 
MoU) 

NETHERLANDS Expected 
in 2017 No No yes N/A No commitment N/A 



Overview of CPC implementation (3/3) 
Country 

Front file national 
invention 

applications 
CPC printed? 

CPC data 
delivered 

to the EPO 

classification 
over whole 

CPC scheme 

PCT 
applications  Backfile Utility models  

NORWAY October 2015 No No yes N/A Planned  to start in 2018 N/A 

POLAND TBC No No TBC N/A TBC TBC 

PORTUGAL March 2015 No Yes yes N/A No commitment Yes 

RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION January 2016 Yes Yes (May  

2016) yes 

Yes for national 
ap / Not yet for 
international – 

delivery method 
to be defined 

Under consideration Yes 

SPAIN Yes (ECNO office) No Yes (2013) yes No 
Partially (only applications 
which are published with a 

search report) 
N/A 

SWEDEN Yes (ECNO office) No Yes (2013) yes TBC Yes (+ DPK) N/A 

SWITZERLAND Expected beginning of 
2017 No Yes yes N/A No commitment N/A 

TURKEY April 2018 TBC No yes yes TBC yes 

UNITED KINGDOM 
CPC has been applied 
to all new applications 

from 28/10/2013 
No 

Supplied 
weekly via 
ST36XML 

file (sent via 
FTP) 

UK examiners 
classify in CPC 

across CPC 
sections A-H 

When PCT 
applications 

enter the 
national phase, 
Examiners add 

CPC (and revise 
IPC) prior to 

republication. 

CPC classification is not 
applied to the backfile N/A 



Country Country 
Code

Number of 
documents

Number of 
publications classified 

in CPC (family or 
document  level)

% publications classified in CPC 
(family or document level)

EPO EP 3.254.456 3.252.119 99,9%
United States US 12.398.741 12.019.335 99,9%
WIPO (PCT) WO 3.201.414 3.191.752 99,7%

ARIPO AP 9.744 9.042 92,8%
Austria AT 1.005.363 651.706 64,8%

Australia AU 1.773.206 1.608.650 90,7%
Belgium BE 586.065 552.051 94,2%

Brazil BR 623.032 396.665 63,7%
Bulgaria BG 49.741 13.812 27,8%
Canada CA 2.405.288 1.303.570 54,2%

Chile CL 17.656 12.975 73,5%
China CN 14.259.772 3.913.343 27,4%

Croatia HR 20.657 15.912 77,0%
Cyprus CY 14.395 13.021 90,5%

Czech Republic CZ 91.794 43.127 47,0%
Denmark DK 405.471 268.433 66,2%

EAPO EA 47.767 42.760 89,5%
Estonia EE 7.018 5.304 75,6%

Updated 2 January 2018 

Documentation Coverage in CPC 



Country Country 
Code

Number of 
documents

Number of 
publications classified 

in CPC (family or 
document  level)

% publications classified in CPC 
(family or document level)

France FR 2,429,339 2,408,804 99.2%
Finland FI 195,169 113,658 58.2%

GCC GC 419 324 77.3%
German Democratic 

Republic DD 234,072 47,863 20.4%

Germany DE 5,610,449 4,807,060 85.7%
Greece GR 100,073 53,272 53.2%

Hungary HU 125,327 80,213 64.0%
Iceland IS 7,475 5,306 71.0%

India IN 81,662 46,126 56.5%
Ireland IE 83,558 43,992 52.6%
Israel IL 98,986 85,052 85.9%
Italy IT 607,878 339,719 55.9%

Japan JP 17,881,260 4,659,924 26.1%
Korea KR 3,423,236 2,004,580 58.6%
Latvia LV 6,004 2,160 36.0%

Documentation Coverage in CPC 

Updated 2 January 2018 



Country Country 
Code

Number of 
documents

Number of 
publications classified 

in CPC (family or 
document  level)

% publications classified in CPC 
(family or document level)

Luxemburg LU 61.832 60.786 98,3%

Lithuania LT 7.060 4.273 60,5%
Malaysia MY 54.146 45.789 84,6%
Mexico MX 284.610 258.684 90,9%
Monaco MC 2.763 1.831 66,3%

The Netherlands NL 547.379 535.150 97,8%
Norway NO 202.605 173.385 85,6%

OAPI OA 13.432 13.192 98,2%
Poland PL 288.689 97.602 33,8%

Portugal PT 119.082 108.739 91,3%
Romania RO 72.390 15.374 21,2%

Russian Fed. RU 1.207.886 331.832 27,5%
San Marino SM 2.223 1.419 63,8%

Serbia RS 9.974 7.184 72,0%
Slovakia SK 27.145 27.145 100,0%
Slovenia SI 36.953 26.268 71,1%

Soviet Union SU 1.252.142 87.933 7,0%
Spain ES 1.155.334 676.559 58,6%

Sweden SE 520.377 332.310 63,9%
Switzerland CH 716.607 577.499 80,6%

Turkey TR 62.050 28.684 46,2%
United Kingdom GB 2.385.057 2.129.113 89,3%

Updated 2 January 2018 

Documentation Coverage in CPC 



Publications with CPC from 2/2017 to 1/2018 



Publications with CPC from 2/2017 to 1/2018 



Updated 1 March 2018 

95% 

5% 

documents
classified in CPC

documents
w/CPCNO symbols
only

50 Million 
 documents 

2.6 Million 
 documents 

Publications with CPCNO allocations 



Intellectual Classification of WO Publications in CPC 
Countries ISA Offices Classification of PCT 
Australia AU No 
Austria  AT No 
Brazil BR Yes 

Canada CA No 
Chile CL No 
China CN No 

Czech Republic  CZ No  
European Patent Offices EP Yes 

Finland FI TBC 
Hungary HU yes 

Japan  JP No 
Korea KR Yes 
Poland PL  Yes 
Israel IL Q4 - 2018 

Russian Federation RU Yes 
Spain  ES No 

Sweden SE Yes 
Turkey  TR Yes 

United Kingdom UK Yes 
United States US Yes 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• CPC classification data for over 1.84 million documents were transmitted 

to the EPO in 2017 

CPC with SIPO 



• Since January 2015, in all technical fields for newly filed applications, 
including PCT since 2016 

• Classification work outsourced to the PIPC 
• Reclassification of the backfile: 

 
 
 
 
 
• In case of a family with (EP, US), KR has assigned  the classification 

symbols of the family to the KR document  
• The reclassification of the entire backfiles will be completed by the end of 

2018 (one year ahead of plan!) 

CPC with KIPO 



• Since 2016 Rospatent examiners classify all newly published patent 
specifications (Inventions and Utility models) in all fields 

• Rospatent publishes applications with CPC symbols which have 
decision of grant 

• In the future plan to publish all applications with CPC symbols 
including refused applications 
 

• Data exchanged with the EPO (4 times per year): 
• 24 764 patent documents in 2016 
• 41 527 patent documents in 2017 

 
 

CPC with Rospatent 



CPC Training in 2018 (EPO) 
 CPC Field-Specific Training Seminar OS01-2018 for National Offices (EPO 

member states and non member states) applying CPC (EPO The Hague, 5-7 
June 2018)  

 3 tracks (Health Biology Chemistry, Mechatronics & Mobility, ICT) 
 2 workshops per track per day, i.e. 2 technical areas per track per day (18 

fields in total) 
 alternating theory and practice 
 

 Field-specific training for a limited number of National Offices (according to 
bilateral agreements) on EPO premises 



CPC Scheme Releases 

• 1 January 2018  - 2018.01 
• 1 February 2018 - 2018.02 
• 1 May 2018   - 2018.05 
• 1 August 2018  - 2018.08 

 Four releases in 2018:  

 Planning for 2018 announced on www.cpcinfo.org under Latest News
  

http://www.cpcinfo.org/


CPC products 
"Bulk" section on cpcinfo: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/Bulk.html
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/index.html


Guide to the CPC 
• New version of the CPC Guide available on 

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/index.html since February 2017 
under Publications (new section on C-Sets) 

 
 

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/index.html


 
        Updated list of subclasses where combination Sets are authorised published: 
  

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf 

Combination Sets (C-Sets) 

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf


 
        Updated list of subclasses where combination Sets are authorised published: 
  

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf 

Combination Sets (C-Sets) 

CPC 
Sections A B C D E F G H 

CPC 
Subclasses: 

  

A01N B01D C04B D07B 

 None 
  

G01N H01L 
A23G B01J C05B 

  

G02B 

  

A23V B05D C05D 

  

A61K B22F C05F 
A61L B29C C05G 
A61M B32B C07C 

  

B65H C08F 

  

C08G 
C08K 
C08L 
C09D 
C09J 
C10M 
C12N 
C12Q 

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf


Combination Sets actions 
 
 In February 2018, clean up of C-Sets in non-authorised areas will be 

completed, i.e. deletion of C-Set and allocation as single symbols 
 
 Example: current C-Set “F04C2/18, A61B1/00” not in the list of authorized 

areas  C-Set deleted but F04C2/18 as well as A61B1/00 allocated to the 
family as single symbols (if not already present).  
 

 Work continues on standardised wording for: 
 
 Notes in the scheme signalling use of C-Sets 

 
 Definitions specifying how to use C-Sets 

 
 



C-Sets in Espacenet 
 (http://worldwide.espacenet.com) 

Since 15 March 2016:  
• Also C-sets from CPCNO Offices are displayed ... 
• ... and searchable in “Smart search” by using “cpcC” 

 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/


CPC Changes 

• CPC Revisions Projects (RP), Maintenance projects (MP) and Definition projects (DP) 
 

• Advance information? 
 

       Short summary of the ongoing CPC revision projects: 
 
 
 

 

 

www.cpcinfo.org  

http://www.cpcinfo.org/


Published Notice of Changes in CPC: 

Year 
CPC Projects 

Maintenance 
Projects 

(MP) 

Revision 
Projects 

(RP) 

Definition 
Projects 

(DP) 
2018 23 19 06 

2017 61 29 09 

2016 68 55 52 

2015 16 57 21 

2014 06 31 00 

2013 03 09 00  
 
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfC
hanges.html 

 

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges.html
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges.html
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges.html
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges.html
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges.html
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges.html


New! 

CPC Pre-Release section 



CPC-FI-IPC Statistical Mappings 

http://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/first-time-here/classification/cpc/cpc-fi.html


IT matters 
 



New release in November 2017 (version 3.2) 
 
 OPS Published-data service/search: 

• CQL query behaviour streamlined with Espacenet query implementation 
• Searchable field "classification combination (cpcc)" added to search for CPC 
combination sets 
 
OPS Published-data service/biblio: 
• CPC combination set retrieval enabled 
• Citations now provided in rich format where available  

 
To access OPS version 3.2 documentation visit:  
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html#tab-3 
 
 

OPS web services   

https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html%23tab-3
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html%23tab-3
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html%23tab-3
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html%23tab-3
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html%23tab-3
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html%23tab-3
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html%23tab-3
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/ops.html%23tab-3


 CPC classification data from National Offices is submitted according to 
ST.36 format and taking into consideration the ST.8-based CPC allocation 
standard.  

 CPC symbols is subject to some validation before loading into DocDB. 
 Data submission by a National Office: 
− Included in the bibliographic data stream (with IPC) 
− Separate file for CPC classification data only 
− Web service with feedback retrieval on status of batch, e.g. verification 

of rejected / accepted allocations 

CPC classification data submission 



Reclassification of CPC symbols 
 Reclassified data can otherwise be submitted through the classification 

data loading web service by an office directly, indicating Add or Delete in 
the input. 
 

 Reclassified data can otherwise still be submitted as a separate file in 
XML format, but will need to contain the full classification picture for the 
reclassified publication (unload/reload) and integrating CPC Allocation 
Standard. 

 
 



Future Developments 
 

Machine readable products 



Products delivered in a machine-readable format, e.g. XML (available on 
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/Bulk.
html) 
 

− Scheme and Definitions (and corresponding XML schemas) 
− RCL (Revision Concordance List) 
− CICL (CPC-to-IPC Concordance List) 
− List of CPC Valid symbols 
− Validity File 
 
In progress… 
 
− Compilation of changes (planned for CPC 2018.08 or 2019.01) 
− CRL (Cross-Reference List) 
 

CPC Products after CPC revisions 

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/Bulk.html
http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/Bulk.html


Future Developments 
 

A new approach for CPCNO data  
(CPC-INTL project) 



CPC data from National Offices 
Currently, CPC data from National Offices are stored at document level, in 
the C(PC)NO fields. 
 
After CPC International project (CPC-INTL): 

 
 Promotion of allocations from National Offices to simple patent 

family level 
 Visibility of name of the office endorsing allocation 
 New CPCDB infrastructure 

 
Switch over to new system planned April 2019 



CPC-INTL: work in progress  
 
 Requirements for the display of CPC allocations in Epoque have been 

collected and are specified. 
 

 Requirements for the display of CPC allocation in Espacenet are currently 
collected. 
 

 All internal and external systems that are requiring adaptions are 
evaluated in view of the planning. 
 

 New bilateral infrastructure between USPTO and EPO to support the 
equal level of all CPC allocations is in user verification status for the first 
stage. 



CPC-INTL roadmap 



Future Developments 
 

CPC Collaborative Environment 
(CPC-CE project) 











Thank you for your attention! 

www.cpcinfo.org 

cpc@epo.org 

cpc@uspto.gov 

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@epo.org
mailto:cpc@uspto.gov
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