
1. An international application is published, together with the search report drawn up 
by the CNIPA, 18 months + 1 day after the filing date (no priority claimed). The 
application has no more than 35 pages and 15 claims.  

Which statement reflects all actions the CN applicant needs to take for entry into the 
EP phase 25 months after the filing date? A request for early processing has been filed. 

A. Complete and file Form 1200 and pay the filing fee and the search fee 
B. Complete and file Form 1200 and pay the filing fee, the search fee and the 
renewal fee for the third year 
C. Complete and file Form 1200, pay the filing fee and the search fee and appoint 
a representative 
D. None of the above statements  

2. A European patent application was filed on 6 February 2023. The search, filing and 
designation fees were paid within a month of the date of filing.   

What is the latest point in time for withdrawing the application, if the applicant wishes 
to obtain a refund of the designation fee? 

A. Six months after the date of mention of the publication of the European search 
report 
B. Date of mention of the publication of the European search report 
C. The designation fee was validly paid and can no longer be refunded 
D. Date of the start of substantive examination 

3. On 10 October 2024, an applicant files a request for entry into the European phase, 
together with a debit order, according to which the filing fee, the designation fee, the 
examination fee and the renewal fee for the third year are to be debited from the 
applicant’s deposit account. It is specified that the debit order is to be executed on 
18 October 2024. On the evening of 10 October 2024, the applicant notices that the 
renewal fee is not yet due and should not be debited from the deposit account.  

What is the latest point in time for revoking the order to debit the renewal fee in Central 
Fee Payment (CFP)? 

A. 10 October 2024  
B. 17 October 2024 
C. 18 October 2024 
D. A debit order cannot be revoked in part 

4. The applicant received a communication pursuant to Article 90(3) EPC and Rule 60 
EPC, requesting them to file a designation of inventor but missed the time limit for filing 
a response. After expiry of the time limit, the Receiving Section issued a decision to 
refuse the European patent application, dated 10 October 2024.  

What can the applicant do to remedy the situation? 



A. File a notice of appeal against the decision within four months of notification of 
the decision 
B. File a request for further processing within two months of notification of the 
decision 
C. File, within two months of notification of the decision, a request for 
re-establishment of rights in respect of the time limit for filing the designation of inventor 
D. A, B and C are correct 

5. Which of the following statements about filing third-party observations is correct? 

A. The person that filed third-party observations will be a party to the proceedings 
before the EPO, and the applicant is obliged to respond to third-party observations 
B. Third-party observations must be filed in writing and may not be filed 
anonymously 
C. Third-party observations are considered by the examining division only if they 
include a statement of the grounds on which they are based, and an official fee is paid 
D. Third-party observations can be filed after the publication of a European patent 
application and must be filed in an official language of the EPO 

6. You filed an international patent application on 6 June 2024, claiming the priority of 
a European patent application filed on 7 July 2023. You received a communication 
dated 25 September 2024 from the EPO acting as International Searching Authority 
(ISA), stating that the requirement of unity of invention has not been complied with. 
The ISA identifies three inventions. You are invited to pay two additional search fees.  

Which of the following statements is correct? 

A. You must pay two additional search fees by 25 October 2024 
B. You do not need to file a response to the provisional opinion accompanying the 
partial search results  
C. If you pay two additional search fees under protest, you must pay two protest 
fees within the time limit  
D. If you do not pay any additional search fees within the time limit, the international 
patent application will be deemed to be withdrawn 
 
7. An international patent application filed with the EPO as receiving Office on 
10 September 2024, claims the priority of a Luxembourg patent application filed on 
11 October 2023. No certified copy of the Luxembourg patent application was filed at 
the time of filing of the international patent application. 
 
Which of the following actions can be taken to file a certified copy of the Luxembourg 
patent application for this international patent application? 
 
A. Request the Luxembourg Intellectual Property Office to prepare and send a 
certified copy of the Luxembourg patent application to the EPO 
B. Submit a valid DAS code (Digital Access Service) to the International Bureau to 
enable it to obtain a certified copy of the Luxembourg patent application 



C. File an electronic certified copy of the Luxembourg patent application with the 
EPO 
D. File a certified copy of the Luxembourg patent application with the International 
Bureau 
 
8. Firm A owns a European patent, EP. Firm B filed an opposition against EP, 
requesting its revocation. Firm B argued that the subject-matter of the granted claims 
was not new in view of document D1. 

During the opposition proceedings, firm C filed observations under Art. 115 EPC, 
arguing that the subject-matter of the granted claims was not new in view of document 
D2. 

Firm A requested maintenance of the patent as granted, or maintenance in amended 
form, according to auxiliary request 1. 

Which of the following statements is correct? 

A. At the end of the opposition proceedings, the opposition division decided to 
revoke the patent. Firm B is entitled to file an appeal against the opposition division's 
decision. 
B. At the end of the opposition proceedings, the opposition division decided to 
maintain the patent in amended form according to firm A's auxiliary request 1. Firm A 
and firm B are entitled to file an appeal against the opposition division's decision. 
C. At the end of the opposition proceedings, the opposition division decided to 
maintain the patent as granted. Firm C is entitled to file an appeal against the 
opposition division's decision. 
D. During the opposition proceedings, firm B withdrew its opposition. At the end of 
the opposition proceedings, the opposition division decided to maintain the patent as 
granted. Firm B is entitled to file an appeal against the opposition division's decision. 
 
9. European patent application EP-X was filed on 1 October 2020, claiming the priority 
of a Belgian application filed on 16 October 2019. The mention of the grant of European 
patent EP-X was published on 2 October 2024. The proprietor filed a request for unitary 
effect and was informed by communication dated 10 October 2024, that unitary effect 
had been registered for EP-X-C0 on the same date. 
 
Which of the following statements is correct? 
 
A. A renewal fee still has to be paid by 31 October 2024 in respect of the 5th year 
for EP-X 
B. A renewal fee is due on 31 October 2024 in respect of the 5th year for EP-X-C0  
C. A renewal fee is due on 31 October 2024 in respect of the 6th year for EP-X-C0 
D. No renewal fee has to be paid on 31 October 2024 
 



10. A communication under Article 94(3) EPC, setting a four-month time limit for reply 
is dated 12 September 2024. The applicant receives the letter on 21 September 2024, 
as evidenced by the postal receipt signed by him.  
 
What is the last day for replying to the communication? 
 
A. 13 January 2025 
B. 12 January 2025 
C. 22 January 2025 
D. 14 January 2025 
 
11. Which functionalities or services can be accessed directly from MyEPO Portfolio?   
 
A. A shared area with examiners, European Patent Register, filing via the EPO’s 
online filing software eOLF  
B. Mailbox, a shared area with examiners, replying to a communication under 
Article 94(3) EPC 
C. Mailbox, patent search via publication server, a shared area with examiners   
D. Filing via the EPO’s Online Filing 2.0, patent search via publication server, 
Mailbox   
 
12. In which of the following situations does the EPO recommend using the EPO 
Contingency Upload Service? 
 
A. When you submit documents after business hours 
B. When the EPO filing systems are functioning correctly, but you encounter a 
technical issue at your end 
C. When there is a system outage at the EPO that prevents document submission 
via the standard filing systems  
D. When the EPO is closed due to an official holiday 
 
13. Applicant Korhonen is a Finnish national resident in Finland. He filed a European 
patent application in Finnish and provided an English translation in time. In response 
to the extended European search report (EESR), Korhonen wishes to file amended 
claims together with a request for examination.  
 
Which of the following statements is correct? 
 
A. Korhonen must file the amended claims in Finnish and must then  provide a 
translation into English, in time 
B. Korhonen is allowed to file the amended claims in Finnish if he then provides a 
translation into any official language of the EPO, in time 
C. Korhonen is allowed to file the amended claims in Finnish if he then provides a 
translation into English, in time 
D. Korhonen is not allowed to file the amended claims in Finnish 
 
14. Applicants may request processing of their international application under PCT 
Direct by filing a letter ("PCT Direct letter") containing informal comments, aimed at 



overcoming objections raised in the search opinion established by the EPO for the 
priority application.  
 
Which of the following statements is NOT correct?  

 
A. PCT Direct is available if the priority application is a Belgian application filed in 
French, which has been searched and the international application is filed in French, 
using ePCT-Filing 
B. PCT Direct is available if the priority application is an EP application filed in 
French, which has been searched and the international application is filed in English, 
using Online Filing 2.0 
C. PCT Direct is available if the priority application is an international application 
filed with the EPO in English, which has been searched by the EPO and the subsequent 
international application is filed in English, using Online Filing 2.0 
D. PCT Direct is available on condition that amended claims are filed with the PCT 
Direct letter, in a single PDF document 
 
15. Mr Linguist filed a European patent application in Dutch and used English as 
language of the proceedings. When requesting unitary effect on 10 October 2024, 
Mr Linguist must provide a translation of the specification.  
 
Mr Linguist would like to obtain immediate registration of the unitary effect. Which of 
the following statements is correct? 
 
A. Mr Linguist must provide a translation of the specification into Dutch 
B. Mr Linguist must provide a translation of the specification into an official 
language of any of the 18 states to which the unitary effect extends  
C. Mr Linguist must provide a translation of the specification into an official 
language of any of the 24 states that have signed the UPCA 
D. Mr Linguist may provide a translation of the specification into Spanish 


