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Notice from the Examination Board  
for the European qualifying examination (EQE) 

Presentation of examination paper M1 

In accordance with Article 12(1) of the Regulation on the European qualifying 
examination (REE), the examination papers are drawn up in the three official 
languages of the European Patent Office (English, French and German), and all 
candidates receive them in all three languages. 

Pursuant to Article 27(2)(b) REE, examination paper M1 will be administered for the 
first time in 2026 following the EQE reform, which introduced the use of digital 
assessment techniques under Rule 6(2)(b) of the Implementing provisions to the REE 
(IPREE).  

Rule 21(2) IPREE provides that it will be assumed that candidates have read the 
examination paper in the language in which they give their answer. 

In view of this and to provide a user-friendly digital examination experience, the 
Examination Board has adopted the following presentation format for paper M1: 

• Each candidate will be allocated an examination flow in the language they have
indicated when enrolling for the examination.

• Within this examination flow, the examination paper will be presented in the
selected language.

• The other two language versions of the paper will remain fully accessible, via links,
for the duration of the exam.

This format safeguards the trilingual nature of the examination, while ensuring a 
streamlined and consistent digital presentation and offering several advantages for 
the candidates:  

• Clarity and readability: the exam texts are shown in one language only, reducing
visual complexity and limiting possible sources of confusion.

• Streamlined digital presentation: less text on screen and more space for drafting
answers or displaying answer options, in line with modern digital assessment.

• Consistency with professional practice: candidates work as in professional
proceedings in one procedural language, while consulting others where
appropriate.

• Focus and concentration: candidates primarily view and work in the language of
their choice, reducing visual and mental distraction.



 
 
This presentation will apply for the first time to paper M1, part 1, of EQE 2026. A mock 
examination will be made available in the WISEflow compendium in the coming weeks 
to allow candidates to familiarise themselves with the new format well ahead of the 
actual examination in March 2026. 
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