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06.07.2026  
 
Notice from the Examination Secretariat for the European qualifying examination (EQE) 
 
Exemptions under Article 25 REE 
 
As of 2027, the roll-out of the new examination structure is completed and the modular EQE with 
papers F, M1, M2, M3 and M4 is fully in place. This notice explains the practical application of Article 
25 REE. 
 
Article 25 REE provides for transitional provisions for candidates who have passed at least one 
paper under the previous EQE regulations (with and without pre-examination). These provisions 
allow for an exemption from a corresponding paper or part of a paper under the REE which entered 
into force on 1 January 2025. 
 
The transitional provisions are intended to enable candidates to complete their EQE journey by 
moving from the previous EQE system to the modular EQE. It is not intended to create parallel routes 
or to allow candidates to alternate between systems. 
 
For the purposes of Article 25 REE, only previous results with the grade PASS can give rise to an 
exemption. Results where the grade COMPENSABLE FAIL or FAIL was awarded do not give rise to 
an exemption.  
 
Candidates availing themselves of an exemption under Article 25 REE (“exemption route”) may enrol 
only for papers or parts of papers for which no exemption applies. The exemption route is a time-
limited transitional measure. It may be used for a maximum period of five years from the first time a 
candidate avails themselves of an exemption.  
 
For the benefit of candidates, the examination session in which the candidate uses the exemption 
for the first time is considered as starting point, i.e. year 0. The exemption may therefore be used up 
to and including year 5, as shown in the examples below. This gives the candidates the possibility to 
make use of their previous PASS results and finalise their EQE journey over six consecutive 
examination sessions. 
 
Once the five-year period of the exemption route has started, it continues to run, even if the candidate 
does not participate in one or more subsequent examination sessions within this period (see 
examples below). 
 

https://link.epo.org/elearning/EQE_visuals_timetable
https://link.epo.org/elearning/SupplPub2025
https://link.epo.org/elearning/EQE_visuals_Article_25
https://link.epo.org/elearning/EQE_visuals_Article_25_g
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Example 1 
A candidate uses an exemption for the first time, when enrolling for the EQE 2027. 
The five-year period starts from EQE 2027. 
 

• EQE 2027: year 0 - candidate uses exemption for the first time and sits some  
papers/parts 

• EQE 2028: year 1 - exemption available – candidate sits some papers/parts 
• EQE 2029: year 2 - exemption available – candidate sits some papers/parts 
• EQE 2030: year 3 - exemption available – candidate sits some papers/parts 
• EQE 2031: year 4 - exemption available – candidate sits some papers/parts  
• EQE 2032:  year 5 - last year where exemption is available – candidate sits some 

papers/parts but does not pass the EQE overall 
• EQE 2033: Exemptions are no longer available and any previous PASS grades in the  

pre-examination and/or papers A, B, C, D can no longer be used under  
Article 25 REE. 

 
 

Example 2 
A candidate enrols to the EQE 2027 under the exemption route and subsequently withdraws from all 
enrolled papers. The five-year period has not yet started. 
 
The candidate enrols to the EQE 2028 under the exemption route and sits the EQE. The candidate 
uses an exemption for the first time for the EQE 2028. The five-year period starts from 2028. 
 

• EQE 2027: exemption available – candidate enrols but then withdraws from the EQE 
• EQE 2028: year 0 - candidate uses exemption for the first time and sits some papers/parts 
• EQE 2029: year 1 - exemption available – candidate does not enrol (counter continues) 
• EQE 2030: year 2 - exemption available – candidate enrols and then withdraws from the  

EQE (counter continues) 
• EQE 2031: year 3 - exemption available – candidate sits some papers/parts 
• EQE 2032: year 4 - exemption available – candidate does not enrol (counter continues) 
• EQE 2033:  year 5 - last year where exemption is available – candidate sits some 

papers/parts but does not pass the EQE overall 
• EQE 2034: Exemptions are no longer possible, i.e. any previous PASS grade in the  

pre-examination and/or papers A, B, C, D can no longer be used under  
Article 25 REE.  


