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ACRONYMS 
 
AIA  Leahy-Smith America Invents Act 
 
ARIPO   African Regional Intellectual Property Office 
 
CPC  Cooperative Patent Classification 
 
DOCDB  DOCument DataBase [EPO] 
 
EAPO  Eurasian Patent Organization 
 
ECLA  European Classification [EPO] 
 
EPC  European Patent Convention [EPO] 
 
EPO  European Patent Office  
 
EU  European Union 
 
FAOM   First office Action On Merits [USPTO] 
 
FLASH  First Look Application Sharing 
 
FOSR  Four Office Statistics Report 
 
GIPA  Global IP Academy [USPTO] 
 
FY  Fiscal Year 
 
IB  International Bureau 
 
IFRS  International Financial Reporting Standards [EPO] 
 
IMF  International Monetary Fund 
 
IP  Intellectual Property 
 
IP5  Five IP Offices (EPO, JPO, KIPO, SIPO, USPTO) 
 
IP5 SR  IP5 Statistics Report 
 
IPC  International Patent Classification 
 
IPR  Intellectual Property Rights  
 
IPEA  International Preliminary Examination Authority 
 
ISA  International Searching Authority 
 
IT  Information Technology 
 
JP-FIRST JP-Fast Information Release Strategy [JPO] 
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JPO  Japan Patent Office 
 
KIPO  Korean Intellectual Property Office 
 
OECD  Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
 
PACE  Program for Accelerated Prosecution of European Patent Applications [EPO] 
 
PCT  Patent Cooperation Treaty 
 
PPH  Patent Prosecution Highway 
 
P.R. China People’s Republic of China 
 
RCE  Requests for Continued Examination [USPTO] 
 
R. Korea   Republic of Korea 
 
RO  Receiving Office 
 
SIPO  State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China 
 
SME  Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise 
 
TSR  Trilateral Statistical Report 
 
U.S.  United States of America 
 
USPTO  United States Patent and Trademark Office 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization 
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European Patent Office (EPO) 
80298 Munich 
Germany 
www.epo.org 
 
Japan Patent Office (JPO) 
3-4-3 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8915 
Japan 
www.jpo.go.jp 
 
Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) 
Government Complex Daejeon,  
139 Seonsa-ro, Seo-gu Daejeon, 302-701 
Republic of Korea 
www.kipo.go.kr 
 
State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China (SIPO) 
No. 6, Xitucheng Lu, Jimenqiao, 
Haidian District 
Beijing 100088 
People’s Republic of China 
www.sipo.gov.cn 
 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 
U.S. 
www.uspto.gov 
 
 
 
 
This report contains statistical information from the five major patent offices in the world (IP5 
Offices).  It gives a description of worldwide patenting activities, and provides details and 
comparisons about the business processes taking place at each office. 
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