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Idea - Motivation

 Applicant names are existing in different  forms

 EPO databases: 

 many entries for possibly one applicant due to spelling variations 

 transliteration

 typographical errors

 use of acronyms

 Standardisation of applicant name enhances 

 overview of applications (usability, connectivity) 

 certainty for the applicants and for the public (e.g. transfer, licensing)

 Statistical needs

 In times of M&A the different applicant names (for same companies) make statistical analyses more difficult

Is there a need to standardise applicant names? 

February 01-03, 2018 GDTF Meeting 2018 / Tokyo / Gerold Frers 2



Background 

 Many input sources for present database (Client Data System (CDS)): Online Filing (OLF) 

 New Online Filing CMS 

 Webform filing

 MyFiles

 Uploading of applicant data from WIPO Pamphlet 

 No guidelines to structure addresses in EPO systems: 

 The same address being accepted in different forms 

 Free text fields do not capture typing errors 

Need for change
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Legal framework

 Rule 41(2)(c) EPC / Rule 4.4(a) - (b) PCT:

 applicant must indicate his name no evidence required by law 

 Responsibility for the accuracy of the name indication lies primarily with the applicant 

 corrections only on applicant’s request or consent 

 in accordance with Rules 139 – 140 EPC / Rule 91 PCT 

 Any name indication/change/correction has an effect only for the application(s) for which it was 

requested 

Applicant name definition
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Primary Applicant Name : 

SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT

KIPO Proposal

Applicant names in EPO publications
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Primary Applicant Name : 

シーメンス アクチエンゲゼルシヤフト

KIPO Proposal

Applicant names in JPO publications
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Primary Applicant Name : 

西门子公司

KIPO Proposal

Applicant names in SIPO publications

February 01-03, 2018 GDTF Meeting 2018 / Tokyo / Gerold Frers 7



Primary Applicant Name : 

SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT

KIPO Proposal

Applicant names in USPTO publications
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Example Siemens

 Siemens is, out of necessity or fair judgment, filing in different jurisdictions under the name of local 

subsidiaries or the parent company.

 Under no circumstances such a decision may be overruled by a patent office.

 e.g. “OOO Siemens”, “Siemens Energy, Inc.” and “Siemens AG”

are different legal entities.

 Nevertheless a competitor might consider any filing under the 3 names to be filed by “Siemens”.

 Finally, the examples are the characteristic set of names we are confronted with in our daily 

business and a lot of background knowledge is necessary to correctly cluster companies

Applicant name given by company (owner)
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Patentfamily WO2011160930 (Siemens)

Applicant name example with family members
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Publ. / Pat. Number Assignee / Applicant (INID 71 / 73) Changes after publication

WO2011160930-A1 2011-12-29

Siemens Aktiengesellschaft (DE)

OOO Siemens (RU)

US20130216395-A1 2013-08-22 n/a (Assignee = Inventors)

US8585351-B2 2013-11-19 OOO Siemens (RU) 2015 reassignment to Siemens Aktiengesellschaft

RU2013102847-A 2014-07-27

Siemens Aktiengesellschaft (DE)

OOO Siemens (RU)

RU2573085-C2 2016-01-20 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft (DE)

IN201210297-P1 2016-03-25

Siemens Aktiengesellschaft (DE)

OOO Siemens (RU)

CN103080477-A 2013-05-01

Siemens Aktiengesellschaft (DE)

OOO Siemens (RU)

CN103080477-B 2015-08-12 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft (DE)

EP2564028-A1 2013-03-06 = WO2011160930-A1

EP2564028-B1 2015-07-29 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft (DE)



Patentfamily WO2012049002

Applicant name example with family members
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Publ. / Pat. Number Assignee / Applicant (INID 71 / 73) Original Application

WO2012049002-A2 2012-04-19

WO2012049002-A3 2013-05-23 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft

DE102010041456-A1 2012-03-29 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft

EP2606563-A2 2013-06-26 = WO2012049002-A2

EP2606563-B1 2014-08-06 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft

US20130187491-A1 2013-07-25 n/a (Assignee = Inventors)

US9537374-B2 2017-01-03 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft

JP2013538035-W 2013-10-07 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft

【識別番号】390039413

【氏名又は名称】シーメンス アクチエンゲゼルシヤフト
【氏名又は名称原語表記】Siemens Aktiengesellschaft

JP5778773-B2 2015-09-16 Siemens Energy, Inc.
【識別番号】599078705

【氏名又は名称】シーメンス エナジー インコーポレイテッド

KR2013108374-A 2013-10-02 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft

지멘스악티엔게젤샤프트
독일뮌헨 80333 비델스파허프라쯔 2

(519990002521) 

KR1724179-B1 2017-04-18 Siemens Energy, Inc.

지멘스에너지, 인코포레이티드
미국플로리다주올랜도알라파야트레일 4400

(우: 32826-2399)
(520060034423) 

CN103370862-A 2013-10-23 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft 西门子公司

CN103370862-B 2016-03-16 Siemens Energy, Inc. 西门子能量股份有限公司



SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT
“Siemens AG” and “Siemens Aktiengesellschaft, A German Corporation”
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Country Primary applicant name Various applicant names
Whether it can be considered as the 

same applicant name with the 
primary applicant name

etc.(if some comments are 
necessary, please write)

EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Siemens AG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Siemens Aktiengesellschaft Osterreich
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Siemens Aktiengesellschaft, A German Corporation
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT ABB PATENT GmbH
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Alltech, Inc.
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Alstom Technology Ltd
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT AMS- Advanced Microwave Systems GmbH
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT ArvinMeritor GmbH
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT ASM Assembly Systems GmbH &amp; Co. KG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Atecs Mannesmann AG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT ATMEL Germany GmbH
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Avaya-Tenovis GmbH &amp; Co. KG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT BASF Aktiengesellschaft
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Bayer MaterialScience AG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT BHS Corrugated Maschinen-und Anlagenbau GmbH
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Bilsing Automation GmbH
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT BIOTRONIK CRM Patent AG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Bleckmann GmbH &amp; Co. KG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Bock 1 GmbH &amp; Co. KG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT BOS GmbH &amp; Co. KG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Braun GmbH
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Bremskerl-Reibbelagwerke Emmerling GmbH &amp; Co. KG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT BRUGG Rohr AG, Holding
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Buhler AG
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT Byk-Chemie GmbH
EP SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT C. &amp; E. FEIN GmbH



Siemens with Co Applicant BASF and Fraunhofer Gesellschaft

Example Applicant name
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Bayer Material with Co Applicant BSH Bosch Siemens Hausgeräte

Example Applicant name
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Siemens AG and Inventor name

Example Applicant name
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Example Philips EP1493283 with different legal entities (reginal)  for one EP Grant

Example Applicant name
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EP1493283 B1(!)

(73) Proprietors:

• Philips Intellectual Property & Standards GmbH

20099 Hamburg (DE)

Designated Contracting States:

DE

• Koninklijke Philips Electronics N.V.

5621 BA Eindhoven (NL)

Designated Contracting States:

AT BE BG CH CY CZ DK EE ES FI FR GB GR HU

IE IT LI LU MC NL PT RO SE SI SK TR



Example Philips EP1493283 with different legal entities (reginal)  for one EP Grant

Example Applicant name
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Possible solutions

 Offices request evidence of applicant’s name only exceptionally 

 Correction of names (Rules 139 - 140 EPC)

 Spelling of a legal form 

 Other corrections: upon applicant's request or consent 

 Technical solutions 

 upper case; drop-down menus; cookies; smartcards

 Raising user awareness

 Best practices 

Applicant name standardization
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Proposal from KIPO

 Introducing an applicant “ID number”  

 unique identifier, independent of name and address variations 

 voluntary (but: experiences from other IP offices) 

 Does not solve the problem – Industry has objections

 For different applicant names different ID’s are needed

 Leads to complex lists of applicant ID numbers

 Complicate to analyze results

 Confusing procedure in search

 Not comfortable to read

Applicant name standardization
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Thank you for your attention!

Gerold Frers

Department Head

CT IP SU SI

Otto-Hahn-Ring 6

81739 Munich/Germany

Phone: + +49 (89) 636-82827 

Fax: +49 (89) 636-81950 

Mobile: + +49 (174) 1523366

E-mail:

gerold.frers@siemens.com

Internet

siemens.com/corporate-technology

Intranet

intranet.ct.siemens.com
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