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Vision of Legal Status: sharing of 
legal status data for patents and 
applications across the IP5

10th WG2 Meeting, Feb 2016：
IP5 offices agreed to provide feedback by 
the end of April on the Legal Status 
Questionnaire to be sent by SIPO at the end 
of March.

Background
Global Dossier Five Priorities

IP5 Heads Meeting, May 2015:
Visions of  the five priorities were endorsed. 



4

02

03

01Background

Scope Document

Survey Result Report

Content



5

EPO JPO KIPO SIPO USPTO

Format XML
PDF

XML
SGML XML XML No Bulk Data

User Group Public
Appl./Rep.

Public
Appl./Rep.

Public
Appl./Rep.

Public
Appl./Rep.

Public
Appl./Rep.

Channel
European 
Patent Bulletin 
European 
Patent Register

J-PlatPat, JPO 
Standardized 
data

KIPRISPlus 
Patent Search 
and Analysis of 
SIPO

Public PAIR
Private PAIR

Coverage Whole Life Span Whole Life Span Whole Life Span Whole Life Span Whole Life Span

Preferred Exchange 
Approach
(Bulk, Web Service, 
Both)

Web Service Undecided Both Both Web Service

Mapping to 
Common 
Categories

Mostly Mostly Mostly Mostly Mostly

Key Feedback from 5 Offices
on Legal Status Questionnaire sent by SIPO at the end of March 2016
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Europe Japan Korea China USA

Checking
3rd parties,
own 
applications

3rd parties,
own 
applications

3rd parties,
own applications

3rd parties,
own applications

3rd parties,
own 
applications

Coverage All Legal Events
Only 
Core/Important 
Events

All Legal Events All Legal Events All Legal Events

Data Supply
(Bulk data, Real-
time data, Both)

Both Both Both Both Both

Suggestion for 
Improvement

faster update,
clear info,

complete/full 
info

show whether a 
case can be 
revived.

no need to 
harmonize all of 
the legal status 
definition

faster update,
accuracy,

search and 
download 
function

real-time and up-
to-date info,
ownership info,
English-language 
option

Key Feedback from Industry
on Legal Status Questionnaire sent by SIPO at the end of March 2016



7

02

03

01Background

Scope Document

Survey Result Report

Content



8

common legal 
status categories, 

indicating 
prosecution 
flowchart Mapping

agree on approach 
for data exchange

Data interface 
specifications, 

system 
transformation

Inscope Activities 
Possibly to be Finished by 2020
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WHY?
-Large number of detailed legal events at each 
office;
-Different terms in IP5 offices for the same legal 
event;
--> difficulty in understanding

HOW?

IP5 agreed on using WIPO's Product for 
Reference : Four-dimensional mapping table & 
Overall Patent Prosecution Model

Activity One
Common legal status categories, Indicating prosecution flowchart
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3 States

18 Key 
Events

131 Detailed
Events

Filing, Examination, Pre-grant, Grant, Post-grant, 
Termination (likely)

Provisional application filed, Application filed, ….Patent 
revoked following opposition, Patent surrendered.

Active, Inactive, Terminated.

How?--Reference of WIPO’s Product：
Mapping Table

Application filed, Application discontinued, ….IP right 
reinstated, IP right maintained post IP right review.

6 Stages

To be agreed 
upon by IP5 
as Common 
Categories  

through 
discussions.
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How?--Reference of WIPO's Product:



Activity Two
Establish mapping table for key events

Stage Key Events Detailed events SIPO's Detailed events State
Filing Application filed a1. Provisional application filed Active

a2. Application filed Active
a3. Divisional application filed Active
a4. Divisional application inadmissible Active
a5. Conversion application filed Active
a6. Patent of addition filed  Active

a7. PCT filing entered into the national or regional phase Active
c5. Application divided Active

c6. Application converted to another type of IP rights Active

c7.  Application converted from a regional or PCT application Active

Application ceased b1. Application withdrawn Inactive
b2. Application deemed to be withdrawn, abandoned or 
lapsed Inactive

b3. PCT filing non-entered into the national or regional phase Inactive

Application reinstated
e1. Reinstatement of rights with respect to an application 
requested Active

e2. Application not reinstated Active
e3. Application reinstated Active
e7. Rights of priority restored Active

Please input
information
here



Three Options are 
proposed 

Bulk

Web Service Timeliness, Data integrity

Activity Three
Design approach for data exchange

Free application by users.
e.g. legal status data 

analysis

Deep Linking
legal status can easily be 
linked next to a matching 

record



Global Dossier InterfaceApplication Scenario

Activity Four
Data interface specifications, System transformation



Search Result Page

Legal Status Information

Click 
the Icon
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Simulated Vision Scenairo

Application filed
Application discontinued

IP right 
granted

Examination started

Pre-grant review requested

IP right granted

IP right review requested

Application discontinued

Application revived
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Examination

Pre-grant

Post-grant

IP right maintained post IP right review

Protection beyond IP right term granted

Application revived

IP right ceased
IP right reinstated

IP right ceased

Applicaion/I
P right 
permanently
terminted

Pre-grant review requested

Application discontinued

Application revived

01.05.2011

Red arrow: current status

Blue arrow: history status



Thanks!
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