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1. INTRODUCTION 

Legal status data relates to information on the events during the lifetime of a patent 
application. The product 14.11 contains legal status events from over 60 
international patent authorities.  
 
14.11 is a subscription product of the EPO. Please check the EPO website for more 
information. http://www.epo.org/searching/subscription/raw.html 
 
The legal events originate from the patent gazettes or registers of various patent 
authorities, including the EPO. The original format of the data varies from weekly 
XML deliveries to PDF versions of the online gazette. The data is captured by the 
EPO in Vienna and inserted into the master database after quality checks on content 
and format. The EPO can not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of data and 
information originating from other authorities than the EPO; in particular, the EPO 
does not guarantee that they are complete, up-to-date or fit for specific purposes. 
The same data is accessible through Espacenet, EP Register or PISE, and is not 
searchable. 
 
The weekly exchange file T12 contains the extraction of the most recently loaded 
events from the legal status master database and does not include the file history. 
The consolidated backfile contains all the legal status events in the database in 
ascending sequence of country code / publication number and split into files country-
by-country. The backfile is normally produced once every year or exceptionally when 
introducing new technical features in the database. 
 
Legal events are only triggered if there is a match in the bibliographic database 
DOCDB (see our product manual for 14.7 DOCDB XML).  
 
In addition to the T12 file the product contains an extended legal events file (XLEV) 
which translates the weekly bibliographic file (publication, application and priority 
data elements contained in DOCDB) into legal events. The weekly delivery of the 
T12 file is enhanced with statistics of the weekly content.  
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2. FORMAT OF THE WEEKLY EXCHANGE FILE T12 

The file contains a list of IPREVENT-elements. The first element has the attribute 
RECORD always set to START (Header record), the last one to END (Trailer record).  
 
Each IPREVENT-element between the first ad the last element represents one 
single legal status event and has the RECORD attribute equals to DATA.  

2.1. LAYOUT OF START OF FILE ELEMENT (HEADER) 

Tag Attributes Meaning 
<IPREVENT> RECORD=START contains start of file information 
 CNTEVENTS=nnn this file contains nnn legal events (9 

digits) 
 CNTIPREVENTS=nnn this file contains nnn IPREVENT 

records 
(=CNTEVENTS + 2 for start and end 
record; also 9 digits) 

 DATE=  creation date of file 
 WEEK= data captured in week yyyyww, 

e.g. 201315 for week 15 in year 
2013 

</IPREVENT>   
  
Example: 
<IPREVENT RECORD=START CNTEVENTS=001104174 CNTIPREVENTS=001104176 
DATE=20130411 WEEK=201315></IPREVENT> 
This is the header element for week 15/2013: the file is produced on 
20130411, and contains 1104174 legal events. 

2.2. LAYOUT OF END OF FILE ELEMENT (TRAILER) 

Same as for start record, the only difference is always set to RECORD=END . The 
purpose of providing this record is to ensure that all records were successfully 
transmitted and received. 
Tag Attributes Meaning 
<IPREVENT> RECORD=END contains start of file information 
 CNTEVENTS=nnn this file contains nnn legal events (9 

digits) 
 CNTIPREVENTS=nnn this file contains nnn IPREVENT 

records 
(=CNTEVENTS + 2 for start and end 
record; also 9 digits) 

 DATE=  creation date of file 
 WEEK= data captured in week yyyyww, 

e.g. 200104 for week 4 in year 2001 
</IPREVENT>   
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Example: 
<IPREVENT RECORD=END CNTEVENTS=001104174 CNTIPREVENTS=001104176 
DATE=20130411 WEEK=201315></IPREVENT>    
 
This is the trailer element for week 15/2013: the file is produced on 
20130411 and contains 1104174 legal events. 

   

2.3. LAYOUT OF DATA ELEMENTS 

When the attribute of <IPREVENT> is set to DATA, the element represents one legal 
event. In this case, further attributes to <IPREVENT> are date, country and status.  
 
The status of T12 DATA elements containing Legal Events can be: 
  N New record or replacement record 
  D Deletion record; only issued if the record identifier was   
   changed or corrected 
  O Optional deletion of a duplicate event 
  C For all records in the backfile 

 
Tag Attributes Meaning 
<IPREVENT> RECORD=DATA contains data for a legal event 
 DATE=ccyymmdd DATE_GAZETTE, date of notification 

of event 
 CY= country issuing the Legal Event 

 
 STATUS= status of the record (can be N, D, O 

for New, Deletion or Optional) 
</IPREVENT> 
 

  

 
Following the initial tag <IPREVENT> the event is described by T12 tags. All T12 
tags start with "L" to show their "Legal Status" nature, followed by 3 digits for 
uniqueness, and the letters "EP". 
 
Depending on the Legal Event Code and Country, there can be additional 
information associated with a Legal Event. These attribute-tags (or event details) are 
provided within the tags <L500EP> and <L/500EP>. 
 
One record represents one event. Every new event will trigger a new record. When 
there is more than one event for the same application, this will result in as many 
records as there are events for the application; e.g. more than one owner in "change 
of ownership", every owner in the change will trigger a new record. 
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3. LEGAL EVENT TAGS 

3.1. TABLE OF LEGAL EVENT TAGS 

The following table is a list of the T12 tags and their description. The column M/O 
shows if it is Mandatory or Optional to include the tag in a T12 data element. 
 
Tag M/O Tag description Max. length 

of tag 
L001EP M Country code (WIPO ST3 country codes) "CC" 2 
L002EP M Indicator for format of document number following 

rules for either Filing applications "F" or 
Publications "P" 

1 

L003EP M Document number 20 
L004EP O Kind code for document number 2 
L005EP M IPR type, e.g. Patent of Invention is "PI" Utility 

Model is UM 
2 

L007EP M Legal event date, this is the date of the publication 
of the legal event 

8 

L008EP M Legal event code 4 
L013EP M Status of DATA-element (New, Deleted, Optional 

deletion, "C" for backfile): "N", "D", "O" or "C" 
1 

L014EP O Publication or filing date (if provided) of DOCDB 
document in tags L001EP, L003EP, L004EP 

8 

L017EP O DOCDB publication number 17 
L018EP O Date this event was last exchanged to subscribers 

(exchanged only in the backfile) 
8 

L019EP O Date this event was first created in the EPO's 
database (exchanged only in the weekly T12 file) 

8 

L020EP M DOCDB integer for the filing application identifier  9 
L500EP O Event Details List (contains the tags L501EP-

L526EP) 
 

L501EP O Corresponding country for the legal event codes 
"REG" or "PG--" 

2 

L502EP O Corresponding legal status country code for "REG" 4 
L503EP O Corresponding patent document 20 
L504EP O Country of corresponding patent document 2 
L505EP O Publication date of corresponding patent document 8 
L506EP O Kind of corresponding patent document 2 
L507EP O List of designated states in ascending alphabetic 

order * 
300 

L508EP O Extension state 2 
L509EP O New owner name 50 
L510EP O Free format text 700 
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Tag M/O Tag description Max. length 
of tag 

L511EP O SPC number 20 
L512EP O Filing date of SPC/Opposition or similar 8 
L513EP O Expiry date of patent 8 
L514EP O Publication language 2 
L515EP O Inventor name 50 
L516EP O International Patent Classification  20 
L517EP O Representative's name 50 
L518EP O Payment date 8 
L519EP O Opponent name 50 
L520EP O Year of fee payment 10 
L522EP O Name of requester 50 
L523EP O Date extension of patent granted (SPC) 8 
L524EP O List of extension states in ascending alphabetic 

order * 
100 

L525EP O Effective date 8 
L526EP O Date of withdrawal 8 
 

3.1.1.  Tags L507EP (list of designated states) and L524EP (list of 
countries ): multiple entries  

Tags L507EP and L524EP multiple entries in the form of 2-character state codes (in 
a string without separator between the country codes). 
 
Example  
<IPREVENT RECORD=DATA DATE=20130411 CY=EP STATUS=N> 
<L001EP>EP</L001EP><L002EP>F</L002EP><L003EP>09733492</L003EP> 
<L004EP>A</L004EP><L005EP>PI</L005EP><L007EP>20130410</L007EP> 
<L008EP>AK</L008EP><L013EP>N</L013EP><L014EP>20090414</L014EP> 
<L017EP> EP2271600A1</L017EP><L019EP>20130411</L019EP> 
<L020EP>267831986</L020EP> 
<L500EP><L506EP>B1</L506EP><L507EP>ATBEBGCHCYCZDEDKEEESFIFRGBGRHRHUIEISITLI
LTLULVMCMKMTNLNOPLPTROSESISKTR</L507EP></L500EP></IPREVENT> 
 
This is a legal event in the exchange of week 15/2013. The legal status 
code (tag L508EP) is AK (DESIGNATED CONTRACTING STATES). The corresponding 
patent document (Tag L506EP) is the B1 document The designated contracting 
states are in tag L507EP in one string without separator (AT for Austria, 
BE for Belgium etc.) 
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3.1.2. Tag L020EP connects a legal event to DOCDB 

This unique and stable identifier will provide a reliable and stable connection to the 
bibliographic data as exchanged in our product 14.7 DOCDB XML. 
 
In product 14.11 you will find the unique and stable identifier in tag <L020EP>. In 
product 14.7 you will find the unique and stable identifier in attribute "doc-id" in 
element <application-reference>. In both products the identifier is represented as a 
variable length numeric value with a maximum of 9 digits. 
 
The idea behind the introduction of this unique and stable identifier "doc-id" is that 
you will be able to mix and match bibliographic data as exchanged in 14.7 and legal 
status data as exchanged in 14.11 to your own specification. 
 
Despite all efforts to improve the consistency of Worldwide Legal Status vis-a-vis 
DOCDB, there might be instances in the exchange that do not support tag 
<L020EP>. These relate to applications for which no match could be found in 
DOCDB due to legacy issues inherited from the past. Efforts will be made to resolve 
these issues in the course of time. 
In instances where tag <L020EP> is supported, the tag will contain the identifier that 
connects the legal event to the corresponding bibliographic data.  
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3.2. LEGAL EVENT CODES 

3.2.1. Weekly update of the legal event codes 

The description of the legal event codes in tag <L008EP> is not included in the 
exchange file, but can be retrieved from the weekly publication of legal status codes 
on our website http://www.epo.org/searching/data/data/tables.html The codes are 
usually published on Thursday morning. The EPO publishes the codes in the original 
language and in English.  
 

 
 
"Changes in legal status codes in English" is a difference file including the added or 
deleted codes starting in week 2005/23 up to date.  
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3.2.2. Legal event code: REG 

The event code <L008EP>REG</L008EP> is a "reference to a national code". This 
legal event has been provided by the national office and is based on a regional 
application or application of a former state. 
 
Expressed in SGML-tags that translates into : 
 The regional application is linked to DOCDB in <L001EP> <L003EP> 

<L004EP> 
 The legal status code is "REG" in <L008EP> 
 The reference to the national code is included as attribute data to the legal 

event 
o <L501EP> - national office providing the legal event  
o <L502EP>  - national code as provided by the national office 

 

3.2.3. Corresponding patent document 

When the basic legal status document is a regional application, this element might 
be populated with a reference to the national filing. This might be  

o <L503EP>  - document number as provided by the national office 
o <L504EP>  - country code as provided by the national office 
o <L505EP>  - kind code as provided by the national office 

 
4. STATISTICS 

The weekly delivery is enhanced with three statistics files giving insight on 
 Number of records by country 
 Number of records by code 
 Number of REG records 
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Annex 1: Usage samples from the weekly exchange 
 
<IPREVENT RECORD=DATA DATE=20130822 CY=EP STATUS=N> 
<L001EP>EP</L001EP><L002EP>F</L002EP><L003EP>00100023</L003EP> 
<L004EP>A</L004EP><L005EP>PI</L005EP><L007EP>20130712</L007EP> 
<L008EP>REG</L008EP><L013EP>N</L013EP><L014EP>20000104</L014EP> 
<L017EP> EP     1020282A2</L017EP><L019EP>20130822</L019EP> 
<L020EP>15706421</L020EP><L500EP><L501EP>PT</L501EP><L502EP>MM4A</L502EP> 
<L510EP>LAPSE DUE TO NON-PAYMENT OF FEES</L510EP> 
<L525EP>20130704</L525EP></L500EP></IPREVENT>  
 
<IPREVENT RECORD=DATA DATE=20130822 CY=EP STATUS=N> 
<L001EP>EP</L001EP><L002EP>F</L002EP><L003EP>00100023</L003EP> 
<L004EP>A </L004EP><L005EP>PI</L005EP><L007EP>20130814</L007EP> 
<L008EP>REG </L008EP><L013EP>N</L013EP><L014EP>20000104</L014EP> 
<L017EP> EP     1020282A2</L017EP><L019EP>20130819</L019EP> 
<L020EP>15706421</L020EP><L500EP><L501EP>NL</L501EP><L502EP>V1</L502EP> 
<L525EP>20130801</L525EP></L500EP></IPREVENT>  
 
 

Annex 2: Usage samples from the Backfile 
 
<IPREVENT RECORD=DATA DATE=20120729 CY=GB STATUS=C> 
<L001EP>GB</L001EP><L002EP>F</L002EP><L003EP>8039064</L003EP> 
<L004EP>A </L004EP><L005EP>PI</L005EP><L007EP>19830420</L007EP> 
<L008EP>PG  </L008EP><L013EP>C</L013EP><L017EP> GB     2064282A</L017EP> 
<L018EP>20030101</L018EP><L020EP>22726289</L020EP></IPREVENT>  
 
<IPREVENT RECORD=DATA DATE=20120729 CY=GB STATUS=C> 
<L001EP>GB</L001EP><L002EP>F</L002EP><L003EP>8039064</L003EP> 
<L004EP>A </L004EP><L005EP>PI</L005EP><L007EP>19901205</L007EP> 
<L008EP>732 </L008EP><L013EP>C</L013EP><L017EP> GB     2064282A</L017EP> 
<L018EP>20030101</L018EP><L020EP>22726289</L020EP></IPREVENT>  
 
<IPREVENT RECORD=DATA DATE=20120729 CY=GB STATUS=C> 
<L001EP>GB</L001EP><L002EP>F</L002EP><L003EP>8039064</L003EP> 
<L004EP>A </L004EP><L005EP>PI</L005EP><L007EP>19910731</L007EP> 
<L008EP>PCNP</L008EP><L013EP>C</L013EP><L017EP> GB     2064282A</L017EP> 
<L018EP>20030101</L018EP><L020EP>22726289</L020EP></IPREVENT>  
 
<IPREVENT RECORD=DATA DATE=20120729 CY=GB STATUS=C> 
<L001EP>GB</L001EP><L002EP>F</L002EP><L003EP>8039064</L003EP> 
<L004EP>A </L004EP><L005EP>PI</L005EP><L007EP>19920610</L007EP> 
<L008EP>732 </L008EP><L013EP>C</L013EP><L017EP> GB     2064282A</L017EP> 
<L018EP>20030101</L018EP><L020EP>22726289</L020EP></IPREVENT> 

 

 


