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Protocol on privileges and immunities
of the European Patent Or~8nisation

The'States parties to-the Convention establishing a
European System for the Grant of Patents, signed at •••••••• ~.............., on ••••••••••••••••• , hereinafter referred ~o
as the. Conventirim,a.."1.dparti,es,t.o,~this:!>rotocol.,-

desirous of defining the privileges and immunities which the
European Patent Organisation, .its empioyees and certain cate-
gories of persons ta~ing part in its work shall enjoy in the
territory of those States, in accordance with Article 8 of the'
Convention,

have agreed as follows:

Article 1

( 1) The premises of,t:heEurop~a.n Patent Organisation _"
hereinafter referred to as the Organisation - shall r.einviolahle
notwithstandiIig the provisions of Ariicle 20.

(2) The authorities of the State in ~'hich the Or,g-anisation
," \ .

is established shall'not-enterthe premises of that Org-anisation,
except with the consent of the President of the "Ruronean'Patent"
Office or of his designee. Such consent may be assumed incase,'

- ,.of fire or other disaster requiring prompt
.. '".,....;: ,.._~

(3) Service o.fprocess of the premi.ses of the Organisation'
and of any other procedural instruments relating to a cause. of '
action against the Organisation shall not constitute breach of
inviolability.'
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Article 2

The archives of the Organi~ation and the documents in
" "

general belonging to or _held by "it shall be inviolable-.

Article 2a
The provisions of Articles 1 and 2 shall a~nly mutatis

mutandis to the branches of the Organisation.

Article 4

(1) In the exercise of its official activities the
Organisation and its property and income shall be exemnt from all
direct taxes.

~
(2) Where substantial purchases which are strictly-necessary

for the exercise of its official activities~ and "in the'nrice of
which taxes or 'duties are included, 'aremade by or on behalf of' ,
the Organisation-, appropriate measures shall, whenever possible,
betaken ,by:~heGove:r'nmentsof the states parties ,to the Con-
vention~o reimburse t~ the Organisation or-to r'emittheamount
o:f such taxes or duties •- ,

,',' (3) 'No ;exemption sh8.ll""be accordedinrespect:of duties and '
taxes which .~~' n:o'more -than charges for public utility 'services.

~,.- .
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Article 5 ",:-'". :'

,.';.

';,'

", it'

Goods imported or exported by the Organisation and strictly
necessary for the ~xe~cise of its official activities shall be

..')
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exempt from duties and charges on imnort or exnort other than
fees or taxes representing services rendereds and from all
prohibitions and restrictions on import or export.
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