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ACT REVISING THE CONVENTION ON THE GRANT OF EUROPEAN PATENTS
(EUROPEAN PATENT CONVENTION)
OF 5 OCTOBER 1973, LAST REVISED AT 17 DECEMBER 1991

PREAMBLE
THE CONTRACTING STATES TO THE EUROPEAN PATENT CONVENTION,

CONSIDERING that the co-operation of the countries of Europe on the basis of the
European Patent Convention and the single procedure for the grant of patents thereby
established renders a significant contribution to the legal and economic integration of
Europe,

WISHING to promote innovation and economic growth in Europe still more effectively by
laying foundations for the further development of the European patent system,

DESIRING, in the light of the increasingly international character of the patent system, to
adapt the European Patent Convention to the technological and legal developments which
have occurred since it was concluded,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE 1
AMENDMENT OF THE EUROPEAN PATENT CONVENTION

The European Patent Convention shall be amended as follows:
1. The following new Article 4a shall be inserted after Article 4:

Article 4a
Conference of ministers of the Contracting States

A conference of ministers of the Contracting States responsible for patent matters shall
meet at least every five years to discuss issues pertaining to the Organisation and to the
European patent system.

2. Article 11 shall be amended to read as follows:

Article 11
Appointment of senior employees

(1) The President of the European Patent Office shall be appointed by the
Administrative Council.
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(b) The Administrative Council shall determine the duties to be allocated to the
sub-office in Berlin in the light of general considerations and of the requirements of
the European Patent Office.

(c) Atleast at the beginning of the period following the progressive expansion of
the field of activity of the European Patent Office, the amount of work assigned to
that sub-office shall be sufficient to enable the examining staff of the Berlin Annex of
the German Patent Office, as it stands at the date on which the Convention is
opened for signature, to be fully employed.

(d) The Federal Republic of Germany shall bear any additional costs incurred by
the European Patent Organisation in setting up and maintaining the sub-office in
Berlin.

ARTICLE 3
NEW TEXT OF THE CONVENTION

The Administrative Council of the European Patent Organisation is hereby
authorised to draw up, at the proposal of the President of the European Patent
Office, a new text of the European Patent Convention. In the new text, the wording of
the provisions of the Convention shall be aligned, where necessary, in the three
official languages. The provisions of the Convention may also be renumbered
consecutively and the references to other provisions of the Convention may be
amended in accordance with the new numbering.

The Administrative Council shall adopt the new text of the Convention by a majority
of three quarters of the Contracting States represented and voting. On its adoption,
the new text of the Convention shall become: an integral part of this Revision Act.

ARTICLE 4
SIGNATURE AND RATIFICATION

This Revision Act shall be open for signature by the Contracting States at the
European Patent Office in Munich until 1 September 2001.

This Revision Act shall be subject to ratification; instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany.
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ARTICLE 5
ACCESSION

(1) This Revision Act shall be open, until its entry into force, to accession by the
Contracting States to the Convention and the States which ratify the Convention or
accede thereto.

(2) Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Government of the Federal
Republic of Germany.

ARTICLE 6
PROVISIONAL APPLICATION

Article 1, items 4-6 and 12-15, Article 2, items 2 and 3 and Articles 3 and 7 of this Revision
Act shall be applied provisionally.

ARTICLE 7
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

(1) The revised version of the Convention shall apply to all European patent applications
filed after its entry into force, as well as to all patents granted in respect of such applications.
It shall not apply to European patents already granted at the time of its entry into force, or to
European patent applications pending at that time, unless otherwise decided by the
Administrative Council of the European Patent Organisation.

(2) The Administrative Council of the European Patent Organisation shall take a decision
under paragraph 1 no later than 30 June 2001, by a majority of three quarters of the
Contracting States represented and voting. Such decision shall become an integral part of
this Revision Act.

ARTICLE 8
ENTRY INTO FORCE

(1) The revised text of the European Patent Corivention shall enter into force two years
after the fifteenth Contracting State has deposited its instrument of ratification or
accession, or on the first day of the third month following the deposit of the instrument
of ratification or accession by the Contracting State taking this step as the last of all the
Contracting States, if this takes place earlier.
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