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HUNGARIAN PATERT OFFICE
PRIS.DLKE

Rudapest, December ~2 %, 1599
S00-TPC-413

TELECOPY

Mr. Gérard Weiss

Head ol Secretariat
Adminisiraiive Council of the
European Patent Organisation

lax; 49-89 2399-2891

A T A2 =
Dear Mr. Weiss, Jr.m

1 am sending you enclosed a statement o e made on behalf of the four *Viscgrad
countries” and I request you to kindly make it possible that the statement should be
inserted in the miscellaneous agenda items of the next. 78" meeting of the
Adniinistrative Council and presented to the participants.

Thank you in advanee for yoor arranpements.

Sincegaly vours,
i

Dr. Mikles Bendzsel

Incl.: Statement

Aadveuy Garibald elca 1 FF 552 H-3370 Bodapesoe Te ephome (511 300 7942 Teletna {365 131 24bne
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Statement by Dr. Miklos Bendesel, President of the Hungarian Patent Office, on
bebalf of the Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia and Hungary, at the meeting of
the Administrative Cnum:? from 7 to 10 December 1999

On behalt of the Representatives of four opserver States, the Crech Republic,
Poland, Slovakia and Hungary, jointly referred 1o as the “Visegrad countries”, T would
like tp make the following statermoent.

Having regerd (o the lact that the accession of these States 1o the TIPC 58
expested to be preceded by a4 wide-ranging tevigion of that Convention, all the
observer Staies invited for accession have a clear and obvious interesl in being
informed of, and possibly, consulted on the developments Jeading up 1o the revision of
the EPC. This interest has been strengthened by the Decision of the Admimstrative
Council (of 29 January 1999) making these countries™ accession conditional upon
their acceptance of the revised version of the EPC provided that the revision takes
place bofore they deposii their instrumends nf Bovession.

In view of these specia) legal, international and. 1 would say, histonical
Groumstances, the “Visegrad countries™ have, from the ouisel, attachcd  great
importance to their participation, as Observers, in the work of the Committee on Patent
Law and the Administrative Council. ITowever, it would certainly further improve
theit prepuredness 10 become Contracting States on the basis of a rengwed EPC soon
aficr the revision if they could be given the pussibility of being associated with the
activities of both working parties set up by the intergovemmental conference held in
Paris, on 24 and 25 June 1999, as well as with the discussions at the next
intergovernmentat conference scheduled for next year. We helieve that the earher and
deeper we are involved in the revision process, the strongzt our {Govermnments’
commitment can be to take part in a future, reformed. efficient Puropean patent
sysiem.

In the expectation of a positive consideration of our request let me thank you
for your kind attetition.
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