
European Patent Office Environmental Policy 

1. Preamble

Every year, the impact of climate change on our planet is more tangible, making any mitigating or adaptive 

action increasingly urgent.  

For this reason, the European Patent Office (EPO) is committed to becoming a more environmentally 

sustainable organisation. 

This policy guides all aspects of our work in achieving this goal. By reducing the environmental impact of our 

operations and by fostering innovation and access to knowledge on climate change technologies, we also 

contribute to the United Nations Agenda 2030 and its Sustainable Development Goals.  

2. Our principles

• Take a holistic approach to meeting our commitments.

• Comply with relevant environmental legislation and regulations.

• Reduce our consumption of resources and minimise our environmental footprint by promoting re-use,

recovery and recycling.

• Encourage and engage our staff to embrace sustainable behaviour.

• Join forces with our external stakeholders to work towards environmental sustainability.

• Highlight the role of IP and innovation in mitigating climate change.

3. Our objectives

• Become carbon neutral by 2030.

• Assess our carbon footprint, accounting for and reporting on direct and indirect emissions across the value

chain of our activities according to the Greenhouse Gas Protocol.

• Implement initiatives to mitigate our environmental impact towards our carbon neutrality goal.

• Conduct business with responsible suppliers that respect the rule of law and human rights and recognise

their responsibility to protect the environment.

• Engage with local, national and international institutions and organisations.

• Provide our staff with appropriate training, advice and information on how they can play their part.

• Report regularly and transparently to the public on the implementation status of this policy.

At the EPO, we are deeply committed to sustainability and ready to embrace new and more sustainable ways 

of working. Success can only be achieved by joining forces within and outside the EPO. Every stakeholder 

has an important role to play in making this policy successful and ultimately contributing to a more sustainable 

world. 
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