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Europe is an attractive technology market  
for European and international companies

All figures are based on European patent applications. Source: EPO. Status: 27.1.2020.
epo.org/patent-index2019

Companies from Europe post solid growth in patent applications

Countries of origin: Europe accounts for almost half of the patent applications
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Top fields: the rise of digital technologies
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Top patent applicants

5. Siemens 2 619

4. United Technologies 2 813

3. LG 2 817

2. Samsung 2 858

1. Huawei 3 524

25 %

12 %

7 %

5 %

6 %

45 %

Japan

US

P.R. China

R. Korea

Others

Germany

France

Switzerland

Netherlands

UK

Italy

Sweden

EPO 
states

6 %

5 %

4 %

3 %

2 %

2 %

15 %

+ 4.0 %

201920182017

166 594 174 481 181 406

Patent applications at the European Patent Office  
continue to grow in 2019 1 in 5 applications is filed by an SME
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Austria

+ 2.6 %

Belgium
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