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SUBJECT: E-meetings of the Select Committee of the Administrative Council – 
Amendment of Articles 7 and 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Select Committee 

SUBMITTED BY: Chairperson of the Select Committee 

ADDRESSEES: Select Committee of the Administrative Council (for decision) 

SUMMARY 

This document proposes an amendment to Articles 7 and 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Select Committee in order to enable the Committee to conduct meetings by electronic 
means (i.e. as e-meetings). 

 

This document has been issued in electronic form only. 
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PART I 

I. STRATEGIC/OPERATIONAL  

1. Operational. 

II. RECOMMENDATION 

2. The Select Committee is requested to approve the proposed amendments to 
Articles 7 and 9 of its Rules of Procedure (RoP).  

III. MAJORITY NEEDED 

3. Three-quarters. 

IV. CONTEXT 

4. In May 2020, following a successful written procedure, the Administrative Council 
unanimously adopted amendments to its Rules of Procedures (AC RoP) to allow for 
meetings by electronic means, i.e. in the format of e-meetings (CA/D 5/20), thus 
enabling the Council and its subsidiary bodies to continue their activities during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and ensuring the functioning of the Organisation.1  

5. In 2013, in accordance with Article 14(2) of the AC RoP,2 the Select Committee of 
the Administrative Council adopted its own Rules of Procedure (SC RoP) 
(SC/D 1/13). Consequently, in order to enable the Select Committee to conduct its 
meetings electronically, the Select Committee needs to adapt its RoP accordingly. 
As, in terms of the organisation of its meetings, the Select Committee should benefit 
from the same flexibilities as the Administrative Council, it is reasonable to align the 
amendments of the SC RoP with those of the AC RoP. This also seems justified in 
view of the positive experience gained with the numerous e-meetings of the Council 
and its subsidiary bodies since May 2020.  

V. ARGUMENTS 

6. The proposal for amending the SC RoP concerns Articles 7 (Convocation) and 
9 (Voting). It is essentially proposed to mirror the adjustments to the AC RoP in the 
SC RoP. 

  

 
1 Another adjustment of the AC RoP will be submitted to the Council at its October 2021 meeting (CA/62/21) to offer delegations further 
flexibility by introducing the possibility of hybrid attendance of meetings where one or more members participate remotely in a Council 
meeting convened and held with physical attendance. A similar proposal will be submitted to the SC for its meeting in October 2021. 
2 "[E]ach subsidiary body shall establish its own procedure on a proposal from its chairperson." Article 14(2) AC RoP. 
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7. First, a new paragraph (2) is proposed to be added to Article 7 (Convocation) to 
reconfirm the general practice of physical attendance at Select Committee meetings 
and to provide for the possibility that, in some specific situations, meetings of the 
Committee may be held electronically. The notice of convocation will indicate the 
format of the meeting. Where extraordinary circumstances require, the chairperson 
will be able to decide to transform a meeting originally scheduled as a physical 
meeting into an e-meeting, even at short notice. 

8. Moreover, as for the AC, a new provision is introduced to clarify that e-meetings of 
the Select Committee are considered to be held at the headquarters of the 
Organisation in Munich (Article 6(1) EPC).  

9. Furthermore, it is proposed to amend paragraph (4) of Article 9 (Voting) to clarify 
that voting may be carried out electronically. Indeed, voting by electronic means has 
taken place in the Committee for many years. The proposed adjustment will merely 
formalise a longstanding practice in the text of the SC RoP, which can be used 
without distinction for all sessions of the Committee whether they are conducted 
with physical attendance or remotely. 

VI. ALTERNATIVES 

10. N/A 

VII. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

11. Not applicable. 

VIII. RECOMMENDATION FOR PUBLICATION 

12. Yes. 
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PART II 

Draft 

DECISION OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
of [date of decision] amending Articles 7 and 9 of its 
Rules of Procedure 

 
THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN 
PATENT ORGANISATION, 

Having regard to the European Patent Convention and in particular Part IX (Special 
Agreements) thereof, 

Having regard to Article 9 Regulation (EU) No 1257/2012, 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure of the Select Committee of the Administrative Council 
shall read as follows: 

"Article 7 
Convocation 

(1) The Select Committee shall define its work programme and schedule its ordinary 
meetings for each calendar year in advance.  
 

(2) Under normal circumstances, Select Committee meetings shall be held with 
attendance through physical presence. In specific situations, especially where the 
circumstances hinder the proper organisation of a meeting with physical presence, a 
meeting can be held with attendance ensured remotely through electronic means (the 
latter hereinafter referred to as an "e-meeting"). An e-meeting may also be scheduled 
in view of the planned short duration of the meeting and the agenda items expected 
to be discussed. 
 

(3) The Chairperson shall give notice of convocation of the Select Committee at least 
fourteen calendar days before the beginning of the meeting. The notice shall indicate 
the format of the meeting. Where extraordinary circumstances require, the 
Chairperson may decide to transform a meeting scheduled with physical attendance 
into an e-meeting. Notice of such change shall be given without delay and, where 
possible, no later than eight calendar days before the beginning of the meeting. 
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(4) Meetings of the Select Committee shall normally be held at the European Patent 
Office in Munich. An e-meeting shall be deemed to be held at the European Patent 
Office in Munich unless otherwise indicated in the notice of convocation." 

 
Article 9(4) of the Rules of Procedure of the Select Committee of the Administrative Council 
shall read as follows: 

"(4) Voting shall be by a show of hands unless any participating Member State requests 
either a secret ballot or a roll call before voting has commenced. Votes may be cast 
electronically." 

 
Article 2 

This decision shall enter into force on [ date X ]. 

Done at Munich, …2021 

 For the Select Committee of the 
Administrative Council 

The Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jérôme DEBRULLE 
 
 
 


