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OVERVIEW

◼ Introduction: Data Collections

◼ Trends: 

1. Increase in data volume and data coverage

2. Commitment to Data quality

3. Open Access and Knowledge Sharing
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ChatGPT

BIG DATA IS THE SILENT STORYTELLER, 
WHISPERING TRUTHS HIDDEN IN CHAOS 
TO THOSE WHO DARE TO LISTEN AND 
DECODE ITS PATTERNS.



INTRODUCTION
Data Collections



epo.org

PRIOR ART AND PROCEDURAL DATA 

COLLECTION

◼ 156 million patent publications

◼ Patent documents from 106 countries 

◼ Procedural data: 470 million INPADOC legal events

◼ Procedural data: 128 million register events

◼…
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https://link.epo.org/web/general/annual-review-2023/en-quality-report-2023.pdf
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https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-

patents/data
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https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data
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1. INCREASE IN

DATA VOLUME

AND COVERAGE
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TREND: INCREASE IN DATA VOLUME

In 2023:

◼ increase by 7 million patent publications to 153 million

◼ increase by 4 million patent families

◼ classification of 880 000 documents into CPC

◼ increase by 48 million citations to 515 million citations

◼ increase by 33 million legal events to 447 million
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TREND: INCREASE IN COVERAGE
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https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-

patents/data/coverage

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/coverage
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/coverage


2. COMMITMENT

TO DATA QUALITY
Authority File – API led data exchange 

– Business Rule Engine 
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AUTHORITY FILE
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https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-

patents/technical/publication-

server/authority-file

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/technical/publication-server/authority-file
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/technical/publication-server/authority-file
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/technical/publication-server/authority-file
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API LED DATA EXCHANGE
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https://www.epo.org/en/about-

us/office/strategic-plan-2028

https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/office/strategic-plan-2028
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/office/strategic-plan-2028
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BUSINESS RULE ENGINE
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https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-

data/products/public/product/31

https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31
https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31


3. OPEN ACCESS

AND KNOWLEDGE 

SHARING
Maximise impact
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OPEN ACCESS: FREE PRODUCTS
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https://shop.epo.org/en/login

https://shop.epo.org/en/login
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KNOWLEDGE SHARING: ONLINE SEMINARS

INPADOC worldwide legal event data for advanced users (October 

2024)

INPADOC worldwide legal event data for beginners (September 

2024)

INPADOC worldwide legal event data for advanced users (April 

2024)

INPADOC Legal event data and the unitary effect (March 2024)

TRENDS HIGH QUALITY DATA COLLECTIONS
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EPO Patent information tools

https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=19573
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=19573
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=18673&forceview=1
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=18673&forceview=1
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=16985
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=16985
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=16956&forceview=1
https://e-courses.epo.org/course/view.php?id=47
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KNOWLEDGE SHARING: PATENT KNOWLEDGE 

NEWS

Searching and retrieving Unitary Patent information

(Focus on INPADOC – 29.01.2024)

Patent protection: need more time? (Supplementary protection 

certificates (SPCs) and how to find them in Espacenet 12.02.2024)

Protection beyond 20 years: data on SPCs and other term 

extensions for pharmaceutical patents (Part I: Basic concepts

at a glance - 22.04.2024)

Searching and understanding data on Supplementary Protection 

Certificates (SPCs) (Part II: SPC bibliographic data in the EPO's 

databases - 21.05.2024)

Searching and understanding data on supplementary protection 

certificates (SPCs)(Part III: SPCs in legal event data - 01.07.2024)

Case number for UPC opt-outs in INPADOC (21.10.2024)

TRENDS HIGH QUALITY DATA COLLECTIONS
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Patent Knowledge News

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/searching-and-retrieving-unitary-2
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/patent-protection-need-more-time
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/patent-protection-need-more-time
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/protection-beyond-20-years-data-spcs
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/protection-beyond-20-years-data-spcs
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/searching-and-understanding-data
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/searching-and-understanding-data
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/searching-and-understanding-data-0
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/searching-and-understanding-data-0
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/patent-knowledge-snippets-34
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news
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CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Please contact us via our contact form.

 

You may select the subject that best fits 

your inquiry 

You can upload supporting information. 

https://www.epo.org/en/contact-us?topic=pk&subject_searching_pk=pk-service
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