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AGENDA

◼ Legal framework

◼ Supplementary Protection Certificate(s) (SPCs)

◼ Proceedings before the Unified Patent Court (UPC)

◼ Territorial scope of a Unitary Patent 

◼ Unitary Patent as a family member

◼ Support and reference material
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Unitary Patent Protection implementing Rule 16(1)

https://www.epo.org/en/legal/official-journal/2016/05/a39.html
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UNITARY PATENT PROTECTION IMPLEMENTING RULE 16(1)

Entries in the Register for unitary patent protection

◼ Supplementary protection certificate(s) – Rule 16(1)(v) 

◼ Proceedings before the Unified Patent Court – Rule 16(1)(o), (q)
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https://www.epo.org/en/legal/official-journal/2016/05/a39.html


SUPPLEMENTARY 

PROTECTION 

CERTIFICATE(S) (SPCs)

Supplementary protection certificates (SPCs)

https://register.epo.org/help?lng=en&topic=UPcertificate


epo.org

Disclaimer! The EPO publishes data relating to SPCs entirely on the basis of and fully reflecting 

the information provided by the national offices or the Unified Patent Court

SUPPLEMENTARY PROTECTION CERTIFICATE(S)
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UP About this file*

*Mock-up



PROCEEDINGS 

BEFORE THE UNIFIED 

PATENT COURT (UPC) 

Proceedings before the Unified Patent Court

https://register.epo.org/help?lng=en&topic=UPC
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Disclaimer! The EPO publishes data relating to proceedings before the Unified Patent Court 

entirely on the basis of and fully reflecting the information provided by the Unified Patent Court

PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE UNIFIED PATENT COURT
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UP About this file* (for a Unitary Patent)

*Mock-up



epo.org

Disclaimer! The EPO publishes data relating to proceedings before the Unified Patent Court entirely 

on the basis of and fully reflecting the information provided by the Unified Patent Court

PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE UNIFIED PATENT COURT
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UP About this file* (for a Unitary Patent with SPCs)

*Mock-up



UNITARY PATENT 

TERRITORIAL SCOPE

Patent Knowledge News

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patent-knowledge-news/romania-joins-unitary-patent-system
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UNITARY PATENT DIFFERENT GENERATIONS

Unitary effect is possible for all Member States participating in enhanced cooperation and for which the Agreement on a 

Unified Patent Court (UPCA) has entered into force at the date of registration of unitary effect:
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UNITARY PATENT DIFFERENT GENERATIONS

Unitary effect is possible for all Member States participating in enhanced cooperation and for which the Agreement on a 

Unified Patent Court (UPCA) has entered into force at the date of registration of unitary effect:

 

01.06.23-31.08.24, 17 states   

THE UNITARY PATENT IN THE REGISTER

12

First generation



epo.org

UNITARY PATENT DIFFERENT GENERATIONS

Unitary effect is possible for all Member States participating in enhanced cooperation and for which the Agreement on a 

Unified Patent Court (UPCA) has entered into force at the date of registration of unitary effect:

 

01.06.23-31.08.24, 17 states ≥ 01.09.24 +RO, 18 states 
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UNITARY PATENT DIFFERENT GENERATIONS

Unitary effect is possible for all Member States participating in enhanced cooperation and for which the Agreement on a 

Unified Patent Court (UPCA) has entered into force at the date of registration of unitary effect:

 

01.06.23-31.08.24, 17 states ≥ 01.09.24 +RO, 18 states 

    

             UPCA ratified:      AT, BE, BG, DE, DK, EE, FI, FR, IT, LT, LV, LU, MT, NL, PT,

  ,           RO, SE, SI
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UNITARY PATENT DIFFERENT GENERATIONS

Unitary effect is possible for all Member States participating in enhanced cooperation and for which the Agreement on a 

Unified Patent Court (UPCA) has entered into force at the date of registration of unitary effect:

 

01.06.23-31.08.24, 17 states ≥ 01.09.24 +RO, 18 states 

    

             UPCA ratified:      AT, BE, BG, DE, DK, EE, FI, FR, IT, LT, LV, LU, MT, NL, PT,

  ,           RO, SE, SI

            UPCA not ratified: CY, CZ, GR, HU, IE, SK

             UPCA not signed:  PL
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First generation Second generation

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/treaties-agreements/agreement/?id=2013001
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UNITARY PATENT TERRITORIAL SCOPE

◼ No extension of the territorial coverage to other participating Member States which ratify the UPCA after the 

registration of unitary effect.

◼ Different generations of Unitary Patents with different territorial coverage in the initial years.

◼ Territorial coverage is indicated in the Register for unitary patent protection.

THE UNITARY PATENT IN THE REGISTER

16



epo.org

MEMBER STATES COVERED BY UNITARY PATENT PROTECTION
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Second generation of UP – RO ratified the UPCA

First generation of UP

UP About this file

EP3916184 / EP4310122

https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP20176870&lng=en&tab=ueMain
https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP23186320&lng=en&tab=ueMain
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EUROPEAN PROCEDURE SECTION
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EP Federated register

EP4310122

https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP23186320&lng=en&tab=ueMain


UNITARY PATENT AS 

A FAMILY MEMBER 
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EUROPEAN PROCEDURE SECTION
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EP Patent family (EP C0 record)

EP4310122

https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP23186320&lng=en&tab=ueMain


SUPPORT AND 

REFERENCE 

MATERIAL
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SUPPORT AND REFERENCE MATERIAL
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European Patent Register Help files

European Patent Register User manual

Register release notes

UP Patent Knowledge Nuggets play list

Lecture – April 2024

Lecture – June 2024 

European Patent Register | Epo.org

Unitary Patent information in patent 

knowledge | Epo.org

Statistics & Trends Centre | Epo.org

https://register.epo.org/help?topic=index&lng=en
https://link.epo.org/web/legal/register/european_patent_register_resource_book_en.pdf
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/legal/register/archive
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgDlswd0__eIfYpbE4PkOKt7gUxg036tO
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=19020
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/page/view.php?id=17872
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/legal/register
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/unitary-patent-information
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/unitary-patent-information
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
https://e-courses.epo.org/mod/streaming/view.php?id=19020
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The European Patent Register provides bibliographic, legal and procedural 

information about Unitary Patents (UP).

Unitary Patent Register entries - Rule 16(1):

◼ Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPCs)

◼ Proceedings before the Unified Patent Court (UPC).

The European Patent Register displays the Member States covered by 

Unitary Patent Protection for the different UP generations.

The ʺEP Patent familyʺ view lists the ʺEP C0ʺ as a family member, with links 

to the ʺUP All documentsʺ view and Espacenet.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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NEED MORE INFORMATION?

Visit 

Unitary Patent & Unified Patent Court | Epo.org

Contact us 

Contact form

https://www.epo.org/en/applying/european/unitary
https://www.epo.org/en/contact-us?topic=pk&subject_searching_pk=pk-service
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