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OUTLINE
 The EPO's technology platforms:

 Overview

 How it all started

 Existing platforms

 Example: Firefighting technologies
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PATENT INFORMATION: 
A UNIQUE SOURCE OF INFORMATION

More than 140 000 000 documents related
to patents and utility models

Estimate: 80 per cent of technical know-how
only in these documents

European Patent Office does a lot to make
this information useful
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THE EPO'S TECHNOLOGY PLATFORMS

Easy access to dozens of search concepts

Additional information

Interviews

Regular updates

4Available at: epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus

https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus
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COOPERATION IS KEY
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HOW IT ALL STARTED
 March 2020: EPO started to develop concepts to disseminate information to fight the coronavirus 

pandemic 

 Activities were consolidated into the EPO's 'Fighting coronavirus' platform with search concepts, 
statistics and other helpful information

 Platform and information provided were aligned with priorities of the European Union

 July 2020: Platform went live

 Platform updated twice
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FIGHTING CORONAVIRUS PLATFORM (1/2)

More than 300 search concepts

Four subsections

Additional information

Interviews

7Available at: epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/fighting-coronavirus

https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/fighting-coronavirus


epo.org

FIGHTING CORONAVIRUS PLATFORM (2/2)
Available at: 

epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/
fighting-coronavirus
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CLEAN ENERGY PLATFORM (1/2)
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Challenges and 
opportunities for 
industrialised and 

developing 
countries
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CLEAN ENERGY PLATFORM (2/2)

More than 50 search concepts

Three subsections

Additional information

Update: December 2023

10Available at: epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/clean-energy

https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/clean-energy
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FIREFIGHTING PLATFORM (1/2)
 2022 was the second worst year in Europe 

in terms of burnt areas and number of fires 
since 2006

 Preliminary analysis of economic damage 
by fires in the EU estimate losses of 
around 2.5 Billion Euro 

 In 2022, fires were mapped in 26 of the 
EU27 countries

Wildfires may affect several countries 
simultaneously
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FIREFIGHTING PLATFORM (2/2)

Dozens of search concepts

Four subsections

Additional information

Available since May 2023

12Available at: epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/firefighting

https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/firefighting
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COOPERATION IS KEY
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FIRE-FIGHTING PLATFORM: 
4 CLICKS TO USEFUL INFORMATION … (1/2)
Available at: 

epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/firefighting
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https://www.epo.org/en/news-events/in-focus/firefighting
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FIRE-FIGHTING PLATFORM: 
4 CLICKS TO USEFUL INFORMATION … (2/2)

15

4

3



epo.org

FIRE-FIGHTING PLATFORM:
EXAMPLE AEROPLANES FOR FIRE EXTINCTION (1/3)
Search concept 'Aeroplanes'

Search statement
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FIRE-FIGHTING PLATFORM:
EXAMPLE AEROPLANES FOR FIRE EXTINCTION (2/3)
Search concept 'Aeroplanes'

Tune result list
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FIRE-FIGHTING PLATFORM:
EXAMPLE AEROPLANES FOR FIRE EXTINCTION (3/3)
Search concept 'Aeroplanes'

Filter the result list
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NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Visit epo.org

Follow us on

facebook.com/europeanpatentoffice

twitter.com/EPOorg

youtube.com/EPOfilms

linkedin.com/company/european-patent-office

instagram.com/europeanpatentoffice
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