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WHAT IS THE UNITARY PATENT SYSTEM?
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UNITARY PATENT

 Two EU Regulations
 one creating the Unitary 

Patent and 
 one relating to the 

translation arrangements

UNIFIED PATENT COURT

 Agreement on a Unified Patent 
Court – an international 
agreement setting up the Court  
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The Unitary Patent system entered into operation on 1 June 2023
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BASIC CONCEPT – A SIMPLE ONE-STEP PROCEDURE AFTER GRANT
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COST EFFICIENCY
• No fees are charged by the EPO for the purpose of obtaining a Unitary Patent. 
• Maintaining a Unitary Patent for ten years amounts to less than EUR 5 000. 
• UP is less expensive than a EP validated and maintained in 4 of the 25 participating Member States. But various 

elements are to be considered when comparing the costs (which states to validate, expected lifetime of the patent, etc.)
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REQUIREMENTS FOR THE REGISTRATION OF UNITARY EFFECT

Unitary effect can be requested for European patents that were granted 

 in respect of all 25 participating Member States, and

 with the same set of claims for all of them.

Substantive 
requirements

Filing of the request by the patent owner 
 in writing, in the language of the proceedings, and 
 no later than one month after the mention of the grant is published.

• Translations only during a transition period
a full English translation if the patent is granted in French or German, 
or 

• a full translation into any language of the EU if the patent has been 
granted in English

Some of 
the main 
procedural 
requirements
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LAW APPLICABLE TO THE UP AS AN OBJECT OF PROPERTY
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Applicant’s 
residence or  

principal place 
of business

Law of participating EU Member State of the 
residence or principal place of business at the 
date of filing the PCT/EP application

Applicant’s 
place of 
business

Law of participating EU 
Member State of a 
voluntarily indicated place of 
business at the date of filing 
the EP/PCT application

Headquarters 
of the EPO German law

 It can prove useful to have an 
entry in the Register for unitary 
patent protection showing "a place 
of business" 

 Information on a place of business 
can be provided only together with 
request for unitary effect, UPR i.e. 
within one month as from the grant 
of the European patent

 The EPO’s Online Filing Software 
for requesting unitary effect (Form 
7000) provides a specific field for 
entering a place of business
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EXAMINATION OF THE REQUEST FOR UNITARY EFFECT
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UNITARY PATENT:
TERRITORIAL SCOPE
Unitary effect is possible for all Member States participating in
enhanced cooperation and for which the UPCA has entered
into force at the date of registration of unitary effect 

So far 17 states: AT, BE, BG, DE, DK, EE,
FI, FR, IT, LT, LV, LU, MT, NL, PT, SE, SI
(UPCA not ratified: CY, CZ, GR, HU, IE, RO, SK)

 Different generations of Unitary Patents with
different territorial coverage in the initial years

 No extension of the territorial coverage to other
participating Member States which ratify the
UPCA after the registration of unitary effect

 Territorial coverage is indicated in
the Register for unitary patent protection
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UP DASHBOARD: GENERAL OVERVIEW
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https://new.epo.org/en/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
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LATEST FIGURES
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UP
Requests

 14,671 requests for unitary effect received 
 On average 100 requests per day

Filing
Strategy

 64.16 % of the requests are based on Euro-PCT applications
 35.84 % on Euro-direct

Origin of 
Proprietors

 66.7 % of the requests from EPC countries
 14.4 % from the US
 11.5 % from Japan, the Republic of Korea and China

UP
Registered  14,300 Unitary Patents registered

27 November 2023
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