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ESPACENET IN BRIEF
 Most visited area of our website

 A worldwide collection of patent data

 Data from 1782 to today

 Daily updated, classified and indexed for easy retrieval

 EN as main search language + DE + FR

 For beginners and experts

 Free of charge
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ESPACENET IN BRIEF
You can use Espacenet to:

 search and find patent publications

 find solutions to technical problems

 track the progress of emerging technologies

 see who your competitors are or what they are developing

 machine-translate patent documents
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epo.org/espacenet
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 Smart search (basic, expert)

 Advanced search

TWO SEARCH MODES
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SMART SEARCH – EXPERT MODE
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Smart search editor



epo.org
SMART SEARCH EDITOR
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Applicants

Publication
number

ipcTitle, abstract or claims

Publication
date
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TRUNCATION WITH WILDCARDS
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Replace 0 or 1 character

Replace exactly 1 character

Replace string of characters of any length

Only right and inside truncation

?

#

*

car? ► car, cars, card, cards, carrier

car# ► car, cars, card, cards, carrier

car* ► car, cars, card, cards, carrier, ...

car* ou car*s ► *cars
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ADVANCED SEARCH
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 Change search criteria

 Change Boolean operators

 Change field operators

 Manage search fields

ADVANCED SEARCH CUSTOMISATION
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FIELD OPERATORS
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FIELD OPERATOR =  FIND EXACT EXPRESSION IN THAT ORDER
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 Exact expression, in that order
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FIELD OPERATORS  ANY  SAME EFFECT AS THE OR OPERATOR
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Same result




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FIELD OPERATORS  ALL  SAME EFFECT AS THE AND OPERATOR
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
Same result 
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 Don‘t enter Boolean terms
in search fields
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SYNCHRONISATION OF SMART SEARCH AND ADVANCED SEARCH
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HELP FILES
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https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/help/smart-search

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/help/smart-search
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POCKET GUIDE
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epo.org/espacenet-pocket-guide

https://www.epo.org/espacenet-pocket-guide
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epo.org/patent-knowledge-nuggets
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
Andrée Lahaye
alahaye@epo.org
Patent Knowledge Directorate
European Patent Office
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mailto:alahaye@epo.org
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