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WE WILL HAVE A LOOK AT

 BASICS ABOUT KIND OF A DOCUMENT CODES AKA KIND CODES

 KIND CODES IN APPLICATION/PRIORITY AND PUBLICATION RECORDS

WIPO STANDARD VERUS “HOME-MADE” KIND CODES

 LESS KNOWN KIDES AND SUFFIXES IN OUR DATA

 HOW TO INTERPRET THEM CORRECTLY

WHAT TO DO WHEN KIND CODES ARE UNCLEAR

 ST30 TAG AKA “DATE OF PUBLIC AVAILIBILITY”

 ST30 AND HOME-MADE CODES

 HELPFUL RESOURCES ON OUR WEBISTE

PATENT KNOWLEDGE WEEK 2023



epo.org
WIPO ST 16: 
RECOMMENDED STANDARD CODE FOR THE IDENTIFICATION
OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF PATENT DOCUMENTS  

GROUP 1 AND 2
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https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-16-01.pdf

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-16-01.pdf
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LESS KNOWN CODES FROM GROUP 3,4,5,6 AND 7
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MOST FREQUENTLY ASSIGNED PUBLICATION KIND CODES –
STATUS 13.11.2023, source DOCDB in XML



EXOTIC CODES ARE APPLICATION CODES 
Non-WIPO ST16 codes
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MOST COMMON 
APPLICATION/PRIORITY 
KIND CODES AT THE EPO 
ARE:

PATENT KNOWLEDGE WEEK 2023

APPLICATION/PRIORITY KC DESCRIPTION
A APPLICATION

C SPC APPLICATION 

F DESIGN APPLICATION

P PROVISIONAL PATENT 
APPLICATION

T TRANSLATION (EP OR PCT)

U UTILITY MODEL APPLICATION

V PLANT PATENT APPLICATION

W PCT APPLICATION



“EXOTIC” 
KIND 
CODES
APPLICATION 
KC’S



epo.org“EXOTIC” KIND CODES AND 
SUFFIXES AT THE EPO- NOT 
COVERED BY WIPO ST

• 1.) Application kind-codes D and Q

• Distinction between 'D' and 'Q' is made to help 
identify the corrective action required : 
• Issues involving application kind-code 'D' can 

be resolved by an automated back-file 
correction exercise. 

• Issues involving application kind-code 'Q' need 
intellectual effort and are being tackled 
manually, one by one. 

Patent Knowledge Week 2023
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D AND Q EXAMPLES IN OUR DATA –
SOURCE: GLOBAL PATENT INDEX (GPI)
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WHY D AND Q?
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HOW TO SEARCH IN ESPACENET
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IF YOU ARE USING OPS API’S:
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https://ops.epo.org/3.2/rest-services/published-data/application/docdb/KR.19970003963.D/

https://ops.epo.org/3.2/rest-services/published-data/application/epodoc/KR19970003963D/

https://ops.epo.org/3.2/rest-services/published-data/application/docdb/KR.19970003963.D/
https://ops.epo.org/3.2/rest-services/published-data/application/epodoc/KR19970003963D/
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“EXOTIC” KIND CODES 
AND SUFFIXES AT THE 
EPO

• 2.) Application kind-codes K, L, M, N, O 

• A limited number of countries, e.g. MC 
PH RU SU, supply identical application-
identifications for separate publications. 

• In order to resolve that issue, kind-code 
'K' is allocated to the first duplicate 
encountered for a given application-
identification, 'L' to the second etc. 

Patent Knowledge Week 2023
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K, L, M, O EXAMPLES 
SOURCE: GLOBAL PATENT INDEX (GPI)
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1st duplicate

Another invention

2nd duplicate
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7 application numbers for same applicant and probably same or 
similar invention, published multiple times 
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“EXOTIC” KIND 
CODES AND 
SUFFIXES AT 
THE EPO

• 3.) French applications with kind-codes E, F, M 

• The kind-code of these French applications 
should be 'A'. Applications with kind-code E, F or M 
have been loaded with an incorrect kind-code at 
the time. 

Patent Knowledge Week 2023
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No dates



epo.org

E, F AND M – SOURCE GLOBAL PATENT INDEX (GPI)
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• The EPO makes use of number suffixes to 
temporarily fill in gaps in the bibliographic data 
that would otherwise have rendered the loading 
of the already available bibliographic data 
impossible. · 

• Numbers suffixed with D or T Application-
numbers suffixed by 'D' and priority-
numbers suffixed by 'T' are "dummy" 
entries. 

• They will eventually be replaced by genuine 
identifiers, as and when the bibliographic 
data is made available to the EPO

Patent Knowledge Week 2023
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1.) EXAMPLE OF T AND D SUFFIX  
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THESE ARE 
PRIORITIES 

CLAIMED BY PRE-
1920 

PUBLICATIONS. 

ON THE PRINTED 
DOCUMENT OF 

THESE 
PUBLICATIONS' 

PRIORITY-CLAIMS 
ARE IDENTIFIED BY 

COUNTRY AND 
DATE ONLY. 

DOCDB REQUIRES 
A PRIORITY-

NUMBER FOR ITS 
FAMILY BUILD-UP 
PROCESSES AND 
THEREFORE ANY 

NUMBER IS 
HELPFUL, 

COMPLETE OR 
NOT.

IN ORDER TO MAKE 
THE 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
DATA AVAILABLE 

AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE, THE EPO 

OPTED FOR 
GENERATING A 

PRIORITY-NUMBER 
FROM THE 

PUBLICATION-
NUMBER + X.. 

THE EPO IS 
WORKING ON 

TRACING BACK THE 
ORIGINAL 
PRIORITY-

IDENTIFIERS, 
PENDING TIME AND 

RESOURCES.



WHAT IF KIND 
CODES ARE 
UNCLEAR?
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HELP WITH 
INTERPRETING 
KIND CODES 

• https://www.epo.org/en/searchi
ng-for-
patents/data/coverage/regular
quarterly updated
• https://publication-
bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-
data/products/public/product/31
weekly updated (Wednesday)

PATENT KNOWLEDGE WEEK 2023

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/coverage/regular
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/coverage/regular
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/coverage/regular
https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31
https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31
https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31


epo.org
PUBLICATION AND 
APPLICATION/PRIORITY CONCORDANCE TABLE
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HOW TO FURTHER INTERPRET 
THE MEANING OF A CODE

When concordance table is not enough
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DESCRIPTION OF CODE STILL NOT CLEAR
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UNFAMILIAR KIND CODE 

No full text or other details are 
available; only family members point to 
the conclusion that we are looking at 
the industrial patent.

But can we determine the status of this 
publication?



THIS IS WHERE 
WE USE WIPO 
ST30 TAGS 

AKA “DATE OF 
PUBLIC 
AVAILABILITY” 
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The “date of public availability” is identifying the date and the status of the 
publication at the time that the document was made publicly available – e.g. 

WHAT IS ST30 TAG OR “DATE OF PUBLIC AVAILIBILITY”?
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CHECK ST30 TAG FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
MX E DOCUMENT

PATENT KNOWLEDGE WEEK 2023

https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31

https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31
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CHECK ST30 TAG FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
MX E DOCUMENT
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The “date of public availability” is identifying the date and the status of the 
publication at the time that the document was made publicly available – e.g. 

HOW TO INTERPRET: This is certificate for a patent (? family) invention published on 12.6.1991:
• not printed publication (it is a certificate only and therefore has no full text in Espacenet)
• is granted.
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HERE IS EXACT WORDING FOR ST30 TAG
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DATA ON AND RELATING TO PATENTS AND SPCS
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https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-09-01.pdf

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-09-01.pdf
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DATASETS/TOOLS THAT USE ST30 TAGS ARE:
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https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/gpi
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/docdb

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet/gpi
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/docdb
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BUT PAY ATTENTION:
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440 examined-printed-without-grant

430 unexamined-printed-without-grant

450 printed-with-grant

450 printed-with-grant
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WHY DIFFERENT ST30 TAGS FOR SAME KIND CODE?
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A1 n(nnnnn) Patent for an invention From 19-8-1878 until 1-10-1987
A1 yynnnnn From 1-1-1980 until 1-12-1992
A1 nnnnnnn nnnnnnn Patent application published with search report From 16-1-1993 onwards

440 EXAMINED- PRINTED-WITOUTGRANT 450 - PRINTED WITH GRANT



HOME MADE ST30 TAGS
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Home-made codes with A
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ANALYSIS OF ALL KIND CODES IN THE TABLE SHOWS THE FOLLOWING

PATENT KNOWLEDGE WEEK 2023
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ABOUT CONCORDANCE TABLE:
•This table is an extraction of our business rules for assigning the DOCDB number formats.

•The table includes currently used codes as well as previously used codes and codes that are inserted 
in the BR but have no content yet.

•A new table with changes or newly added content is loaded into BDDS Public every Wednesday after 
14.00 CET.

•If you want to do an analysis of bibliographic data, please use the actual coverage of DOCDB 
available here instead: https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31
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https://publication-bdds.apps.epo.org/raw-data/products/public/product/31


HELPFUL RESOURCES
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https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/

https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/manuals

https://forums.epo.org/

CONTACT US: 
support@epo.org
patentdata@epo.org

https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/data/bulk-data-sets/manuals
https://forums.epo.org/
mailto:support@epo.org
mailto:patentdata@epo.org


THANK YOU
• Vesna Vajsbaher
• DG5, Patent Knowledge
• Data Services team 

• Patentdata@epo.org
• support@epo.org

mailto:Patentdata@epo.org
mailto:support@epo.org
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