
MEETING OF B+ SUB-GROUP ON PATENT HARMONISATION, MUNICH 20-21 JUNE 2017: 
AGREED STATEMENT 
  
Members of the B+ Sub-Group met on 20-21 June 2017 in Munich to hold an Industry 
Symposium on patent harmonisation and then to plan moving forward on the basis of 
Symposium outcomes. 
 
The Industry Symposium involved members of Group B+ Sub-Group, the workstream leads 
on substantive patent law harmonisation, and industry stakeholder groups, including the 
Industry Trilateral. The topics under consideration were: 
-the grace period; 
-conflicting applications; and 
-prior user rights. 
 
The basis for discussions at the Symposium was a paper presented by the Industry Trilateral 
“Policy and Elements for a Possible Substantive Patent Harmonisation Package”, which was 
accompanied by an exhibit for each topic. Other industry stakeholder groups were invited to 
comment on the paper/exhibits and their experiences with these topics. 
 
This meeting provided a forum for members of the B+ Sub-Group and Workstreams to hear 
the views and issues faced by industry on the relevant topics, which will help guide the B+ 
Sub-Group’s future work. 
 
The B+ Sub-Group also held a joint session with the Industry Trilateral to discuss further 
work. The B+ Sub-Group agreed to prepare a document responding to the patent 
harmonisation paper presented by the Industry Trilateral, and incorporating comments 
provided from any of the other industry stakeholder groups. 
 
The B+ Sub-Group intends to produce this response prior to its next meeting in October 
2017, and to discuss the response with the Industry Trilateral at that meeting. The B+ Sub-
Group response paper will also be considered by the Group B+ Plenary meeting in October, 
together with a report on progress with the patent harmonisation agenda. 
 
The B+ Sub-Group agreed to continue its engagement and collaboration with the Industry 
Trilateral to promote further consensus on a package of international harmonised norms 
and to enable wider consultation within the full Group B+ in the future. 
 
The B+ Sub-Group thanks the Industry Trilateral and all other industry stakeholder groups 
for their valuable contribution and participation at the Industry Symposium. 
 


