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1. The present document outlines the main discussion points during the 
meeting of the B+ Sub-group with the Industry Trilateral meeting that was 
held in Geneva on 3 October 2017.  

 
2. The Industry Trilateral announced the following schedule of physical 

meetings which will be utilised to advance work on substantive patent law 
harmonisation:  
• 31 January 2018, on the occasion of the Global Dossier Task Force 

meeting in Japan;  
• 1 March 2018, on the occasion of the Industry Trilateral meeting in 

Japan;  
• 11 June 2018, on the occasion of the IP5 Heads and Industry meeting 

in the USA.  
The Industry Trilateral will update the Chair on progress following these 
meetings.  

 
3. The next meeting of the B+ Sub-Group with the Industry Trilateral is 

proposed to be hosted by the JPO in its capacity as Group B+ Secretariat 
in April 2018 – the exact date and venue will be confirmed in due course.  

 
4. In parallel the B+ Sub-group may workshop specific, technical issues with 

Industry as appropriate and necessary.  
 
5. This process will support the preparation and submission of an Industry led 

patent harmonization package to the 2018 Group B+ Plenary for 
consideration as a basis for wider user consultation.  

 


