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AGREED STATEMENT 

 

 

 

On 2nd July 2020, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the B+ Sub-Group held its first 

virtual meeting, chaired by the new Chair of the Group B+, Mr Peter Strömbäck (SE), and 

hosted by the Secretariat (EPO). 

 

At the Group B+ Plenary Meeting in Geneva on 1st October 2019, the B+ Sub-Group was 

asked to engage in a strategic discussion on further work within the Group B+, on the basis 

of a Reflection Paper, drawn up jointly by the Chair and the Secretariat. The Reflection 

Paper was drafted on the basis of input gathered through a Questionnaire circulated to all 

delegations of the Group B+, to which 25 delegations responded.  

 

Although a large majority of delegations were in favour of pursuing substantive patent law 

harmonisation (SPLH), the Sub-Group was unable to achieve consensus on a further work 

programme, or on the next steps in the process.  

 

Agreement was reached on the second Questionnaire drawn up by the Chair and the 

Secretariat, on further work which might be undertaken within the Group B+ and when, aside 

from SPLH and Client-Attorney Privilege, although one delegation specified that in their 

view, any such other work within the Group B+ should take place instead of SPLH. 

 

The Questionnaire shall be circulated to the Group B+ with a deadline for response prior to 

the Group B+ Plenary Virtual Meeting planned on Monday 21st September 2020, and the 

Secretariat will draw up a document collating the answers of the delegations, to facilitate 

discussions on these issues at the Plenary meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 


