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&

"&" sign B-X,11.3

A

Abandonment

Content of a European patent application (other than
claims) F-ll, 2

Summaries, extracts or abstracts B-X, 11.5

Title, abstract and figure(s) to be published with the
abstract (as indicated on supplemental sheet A) B-X,.7

Accelerated
Accelerated processing before the Boards of
Appeal E-VII, 6

Accelerated processing of oppositions E-VII, 5

Accelerated prosecution of European patent
applications E-VII, 4

Access to EPO documentation for the national
patent offices B-1X,5

Accounts
Application of the ten-day fail-safe arrangement to the

Activity of the Opposition Division D-IV, 2

Adaptation of the description C-V, 4.5

Additional
Additional European searches B-ll, 4.2
Additional fee
Additional fee (if application documents comprise

Invitation to pay additional search fees combined
with invitation to restrict the scope of the search C-

Additional search fees paid C-lll, 3. 12 ---------
Limitation to searched invention: no additional
search fees paid C-lll, 3.1.1

Additional searches during examination C-1V, 7.2
Adherence to the text of the European patent
submitted or approved by the patent proprietor D-

Admissibility
Admissibility during examination procedure H-Il, 2

Late-filed requests after summons to oral
proceedings in examination H-1l, 2.7

Amendments not related to the grounds of
opposition H-ll, 3.2
Amendments occasioned by national rights H-Il,


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_1
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Amendments in limitation procedure H-ll, 4

Amendments required by a limitation of the search

Admissibility of auxiliary requests H-llI, 3.3.1

Criteria for admissibility of auxili-é-r;/- -réE:]-l-J-é-sts H-111,
Adm|SS|b|I|ty of corrections H-VI, 2.1, H-VI, 3.1
Correction of errors in decisions and related
application and patent documents H-VI, 3.1
Corrections of errors in documents filed with the

Amendments not admitted and/or not allowable,
examination resumed: no agreement reached on a

Agriculture, industrial application G-lll, 1
Allocation

Allocation of duties and appointment of members of the
Opposition Division D-Il, 3

Allowability
Allowability of amendments H-V
Amendments derived from drawings H-V, 6

Amendments in the description H-V, 2

Amendments to drawings H-V, 5

Changes in claim category H-V, 7

Changes in the title H-V,.8

Disclaimers not disclosed in the application as
originally filed H-V, 4

Assessment of "added subject-matter" H-IV, 2.4

Content of the application as "originally" filed "_I-_|-_-_I_\_/J

Assessment of impermissible extension of the
protection conferred H-1V, 3.5

requirements of the EPC H-1V, 3.7

Field of application H-1V, 3.2

Protection conferred bythe -p-)-atent as granted H-1V,

Allowability of corrections H-VI, 2.2

Correction of description, claims and drawings H-

Alteration, excision or addition of text in the
description H-V,.2.6

Examples: no amended claims filed with the
appeal E-XI,7.4.1

Specific rules applicable to Euro-PCT
applications B-lll, 3.3.2

Amended main/single request filed with the appeal E-

Amendments
Admissibility of amendments made by the applicant C-


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_5
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_5
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r62a.html#D4N_R62a
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r63.html#D4N_R63
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar61.html#D4N_A61
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r139.html#D4N_R139
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r56.html#D4N_R56
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_3
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Amendment by submitting missing documents or by
filing replacement pages H-lll, 2.2

Amendments derived from drawings H-V, 6

Amendments directed to unsearched matter - Rule

Criteria for admitting such amendments H-ll, 2.5.1

Exceptional case where amendments must be

Amendments in limitation procedure H-1l, 4

Amendments in reply to the notice of 65[-3-()-s-ifion H-l,

Amendments in the description H-V, 2

Alteration, excision or addition of text in the
description H-V, 2.6

Revision of stated technical problem H-V, 2.4

Supplementary technical information H-V, 2.3

Amendments made by the applicant of his own

Amendments made in response to the WO-ISA,
IPER or supplementary international search
report C-lll,2.2

Amendments not admitted and/or not allowable,

Communications/oral proceedings after
resumption C-V, 4.7.1
No agreement reached on atext C-V, 4.7.3
Refusal C-V, 4.7.3
Amendments not related to the grounds of
opposition H-ll, 3.2
Amendments occasioned by national rights H-11, 3.3

Adaptation of the description C-V, 4.5

Admissibility of amendments C-V, 4.4

Amendments or corrections should be reasoned C-
period C:vV,410

Applicant disapproves of the text proposed for
grant C-V, 4.9

period C-V, 4.8

No payn_{é_n_t of fees or filing of translations

Anticipation of amendments to claims B-lll, 3.5

Comments and amendments in response to the search

stage E-Il, 8.6

Handwritten amendments in oral proceedings E-ll, 8.7

Indication of amendments and their basis undernlfz-L]Ié""


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_5
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_5
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r62a.html#D4N_R62a
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r63.html#D4N_R63
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_4
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r164.html#D4N_R164_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r62a.html#D4N_R62a
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r63.html#D4N_R63
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_4
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_4
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_4
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_4
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proceed_i-rié_s"i-rhl-é>_<-amination E-lIl, 8.8

Withdrawal of amendments/abandonment of subject
matter H-lll, 2.5

Amino acid sequences (Applications relating to
nucleotide and ~) A-IV,5

Amount

Analysis of the application B-1V, 1.1
Analysis of the application and content of the search
opinion B:-XI, 3

Comments and amendments in response to the
search opinion B-XI, 3.3

EPC requirements B-XI, 3.6

Examiner's approach B-XI, 3.7

Examiner's dossier B-XI, 3.1

Extent of first analysis B-XI, 3.4

Making suggestions B-XI, 3.8

Positive opinion B-XI, 3.9

Reasoning B-XI, 3.2

Ancillary proceedings D-ll, 4.3

Animal varieties

Animals
Essentially biological processes for the production of

Anticipation of amendments to claims B-lll, 3.5

"Apparatus for ...", "Method for ...", etc. F-1V,4.13

Appeal E-XI

Accelerated -brocessing before the Boards of
Appeal E-VII, 6

Amended main/single request filed with the appeal E-

Appeal against the fixing of costs by the Opposition

Appeal, time limit and form of appeal E-XI, 6

Appeals after surrender or lapse of the patent E-XI, 2

Appeals against the apportionment of costs E-XI, 3
Appeals against the decision of the Opposition Division
on the fixing of costs E-XI, 4

Binding nature of decisions on appeals E-I1X,7

Examples: no amended claims filed with the appeal E-

Interlocutory revision E-XI, 7

Main and auxiliary reqtié-é-t'-s filed with the appeal E-XI,
Persons entitled to appeal E-XI,5

Persons entitled to appeal and to be parties to appeal
proceedings E-XI, 5

Reimbursement of appeal fees E-X|, 7.3

Remittal to the Board of Appeal E-XI, 7.2

Remittal to the Division after appeal E-XI, 9

Rules of Procedure for the departments of second
Stay of prc_)é_ééd_i_hgs when a referral to the Enlarged
Board of Appeal is pending E-VI, 3

Applicant
Admissibility of amendments made by the applicant C-

grant C-V, 4.9

Applicant does not approve the text proposed for

grant H-IIl,3.3.5

Applicant has not paid all additional search fees B-VII,


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r137.html#D4N_R137_4
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r71.html#D4N_R71_3
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Applications
Accelerated prosecution of European patent
applications E-VII, 4

Analysis of the application BIV,ll

Analysis of the application and content of the search
opinion B-XI, 3

Application deemed withdrawn C-V,.3
Application documents
Additional fee (if application documents comprise

Cases in limitation proceedings where the
application documents as filed are no longer

Applications containing claims filed after the accorded
date of filing B-XI, 2.2
Applications containing missing parts of description

Applications filed by reference to an earlier
application H-1V, 2.3.1

Applications for which a supplementary European
search report is prepared E-VIII, 3.1, E-VIII, 3.2

Entitlement for certain designated States only C-

Applications under the Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT) E:VIII

EPO as designated or elected Office E-VIII, 2
Examination procedure E-VIII, 4
Applications where a reservation has been entered in

Certified copy of the previous application (priority
document) F-VI, 3.3

Claims fees payable on filing the European patent

Classification of the patent application B-X, 5
Confirmation of the intention to proceed further with the
application C-ll, 1.1

Conflict with other European applications G-IV, 5
Conflicting applications B-VI, 4

Content of a European patent application (other than
claims) F-ll

Content of the application as "originally” filed H-1V,

Copy of the international application E-VIII, 2.1.2

Copy of the previous application (priority document) A-

Documents cited in the application B-X, 9.2.7

Documents filed after filing the European patent

Documents making up the application, replacement
documents, translations A-lll, 3.2


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r56.html#D4N_R56
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r20.htm#D4N_REG_20
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r20.htm#D4N_REG_20
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r56.html#D4N_R56
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar61.html#D4N_A61
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r62a.html#D4N_R62a
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r63.html#D4N_R63
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r161.html#D4N_R161
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/1973/e/ar167.html#D4N_A167_2_a
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar61.html#D4N_A61
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar61.html#D4N_A61
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r14.html#D4N_R14
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r14.html#D4N_R14
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European divisional applications: other formalities
European paté_rit_-é[;f)_li(_:ation F
European patent applications filed before 1 April

Examination of a divisional application C-IX, 1.4
Extension and validation of European patent
applications and patents to/in States not party to the

Field of application H-1V, 3.2

File inspection beforé"p_l_J_bI_i_éz_a_tion of the application A-

Further action upon examination of replies: further
action where a request for a translation of the priority
application was sent earlier in examination

Intermediate publication of another European
application F-VI, 2.4.2

Intermediate publication of the contents of the priority
application F-VI,2.4.1

International application H-1V, 2.3.4

International applications (Euro-PCT applications) C-

Multiple priorities claimed for different inventions in the
application with an intermediate publication of one of

Preclassification (routing) and official classification of
European patent applications B-V

request for examination and transmission of the dossier
to Examining Division") E-VIII, 2.5

Publication of the international application E-VIII, 2.5.1

Published European applications as "E" documents B-

Reduction of the fees for the international search and
international preliminary examination of an international

Search Division consisting of more than one examiner:
further searches on a non-unitary application in a

Situation in which it has to be checked whether the
application from which priority is actually claimed is the

Subject-matter to be excluded is disclosed in the
application as originally filed H-V, 4.2
Subject-matter to be excluded is not disclosed in the
application as originally filed (so-called undisclosed
disclaimers) H-V, 4.1

Subsequent application considered as first
application F-VI,1.4.1

Substantive examination of a Euro-PCT application
accompanied by an IPER  E-VIII, 4.3

Transfer of the European patent application E-XIII, 3

Unpublished patent applications B-IX, 2.2

Voluntary filing of the translation of the b_r-é-vious


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar52.html#D4N_A52_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar87.html#D4N_A87_1
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Assessment
Assessment and possible review of the unity

Assessment of "added subject-matter" H-IV, 2.4

Assessment of impermissible extension of the
protection conferred H-1V, 3.5

Checking the identity and authorisations of participants
at oral proceedings E-ll, 8.3.1

Authorities (Taking of evidence by courts or ~ of
the Contracting States) E-lll, 3

Authorities of the Contracting States (Taking of
evidence by courts or ~) E-lll, 3

Auxiliary requests H-lll, 3

Criteria for admissibility of auxiliary requests H-I1lI,

In examination proceedings H-lll, 3.3

Admissibility of auxiliary requests H-llI, 3.3.1

Applicant does not approve the text proposed for
grant H:lll, 3.3.5
Complete text for auxiliary request available H-1lI,

Preparing the decision H-lll, 3.3.2

In limitation proceedings H-IIIL35

Written procedure H-Ill, 3.5.2

In opposition proceedinéé_"_Iji_:j_l_l:__i_’,_.él_

Written procedure H-lll, 3.4.1

In the search phase H-llI, 3.2

Indication of amendments made in main and/or

Main and auxiliary requests E-IX, 5.3

Main and auxiliary requests flledW|ththe appeal E-XI,

Awarding of costs (Decision concerning the ~ by
the Opposition Division) D-Il, 4.2

Background art F-II, 4.3

Format of background art citations F-Il, 4.3.1

Basic principles H-1V, 3.1

Basic requirements G-I, 1

Basis

Adherence to the text of the European patent
submitted or approved by the patent proprietor D-


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar124.html#D4N_A124
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar61.html#D4N_A61
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar61.html#D4N_A61
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r14.html#D4N_R14
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r14.html#D4N_R14
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar83.html#D4N_A83
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar84.html#D4N_A84
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar84.html#D4N_A84
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Substantive examination (limitation) D-X, 4.2
Basis for the search B-lll, 3.1

Basis of the search opinion B-XI, 2
Applications containing claims filed after the
accorded date of filing B-XI, 2.2
Applications containing missing parts of description

Biological material A-lll, 1.2, A-1V, 4.1, A1V, 4.1.1,

AIV42 B-1V, 12 F-ll,.6.1, FIII63GII52

Dep03|t of biological material F-Ill, 6.3

Inventions relating to biologicaluniaterial F-lll, 6

Biological processes G-I, 5.4

Essentially biological processes for the production of

Biotechnological inventions
Exclusions and exceptions for biotechnological
inventions G 1,5

Boards of Appeal
Accelerated processing before the Boards of
Appeal E-VII, 6

Members A-XI, 2.1

Burden of proof as regards the possibility of performing
and repeating the invention F-1,. 4

C

Calculation of claims fees H-lll, 5

Carrying out the search B-1V, 2.3

Cascading non-unity B-VII, 1.2.2

Cases in limitation proceedings where the
application documents as filed are no longer
available H-1V, 2.2.6

Cases in which the proceedings may be
interrupted E-VI, 1.1

Cases of loss of rights  E-VII,1.9.1

Cases of oral description G-1V,.7.3.1

Matters to be determined by the Division in cases of
oral description G-IV, 7.3.3

Cases of partially insufficient disclosure F-Ill,.5
Absence of well-known details F-IIl, 5.2

Difficulties in performing the invention F-Ill, 5.3

Only variants of the invention are incapable of being
performed F-lllI, 5.1

Cases under Rule 62a where claims fees are not

paid B-VIl, 4.4

Cases where all method steps can be fully
implemented by generic data processing means F-

Cases where method steps require specific data
processing means and/or require additional
technical devices as essential features F-|V, 3.9.2

Categories of documents (X,Y,P,A D,etc) B-X,9.2

Documents cited for other reasons B-X, 9.2.8

Documents cited in the application B-X, 9.2.7

Documents defining the state of the art and not
prejudicing novelty or inventive step B-X,9.2.2
Documents relating to the theory or principle
underlying the invention B-X, 9.2.5

Documents which refer to a non-written
disclosure B-X,9.2.3

Categories F-ll, 7.1, F-1V, 3.1

Particularly relevant documents B X,9.2.1

Potentially conflicting patent docu-rn-e-n-t-sm_is-: -X,9.2.6


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r56.html#D4N_R56
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r20.htm#D4N_REG_20
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r20.htm#D4N_REG_20
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r62a.html#D4N_R62a
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Certified copy of the previous application (priority
document) F-VI, 3.3

Changes in claim category H-V,7

Method claim to product claim HV73

Changes in the title H-V, 8

Changes of name E-XIII.5
Registration of changes of name, transfers, licences
and other rights  E-XIII

Changing from one searched invention to
another C-lll, 3.4

Opinions of the Search Division B-lll, 1
Scope of the search B-lll, 2

Subject of the search B-lll, 3

Decisions on the apportionment of costs D-1X,.1.2
General principle D-1X,.1.1

Checking the identity and authorisations of
participants at oral proceedings E-II, 8.3.1

Citation

Citation of documents corresponding to documents not
available or not published in one of the official EPO
languages B-VI, 6.2

Citation of prior art in the description after the filing

Anticipation of amendments to claims B-Ill, 3.5
Applications containing claims filed after the accorded
date of filing B-XI, 2.2

Arrangement of claims F-1V, 3.5

Broadening of claims H-V, 3.4

Categories F-IV, 3.1, F-V,1

Certified copy of the previous application (priority
document) F-VI, 3.3

Copy of the previous application (priority

requirements”) E:VIII, 2.3.5
Re-establishment of rights in respect of the priority
period F-VI, 3.6

Clarity and interpretation of claims F-1V, 4

Conciseness, number of claims F-IV, 5

Support in description F-IV, 6

Claims comprising technical and non-technical

Cases where all method steps can be fully
implemented by generic data processing means F-

Cases where method steps require specific data
processing means and/or require additional


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r56.html#D4N_R56
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar84.html#D4N_A84
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar123.html#D4N_A123_2
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar76.html#D4N_A76_1
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period C-V,4.8.1

Filing fee, designation fee, request for examination,

requirements”) E-VIII, 2.3.8

Separate creditirié;"c;f-t-h-é-f-éé for grant and

Claims with explicit references to the description or
drawings B-lll, 3.2.1

Clarity of claims D-V, 5

Consistent use of reference signs as between

Content of a European patent application (other than
claims) F-ll

Extent of protection F-IV, 4.12

Independent and dependent claims B-lll, 3.7, F-1V, 3.4

Independent claims F-1V, 3.2, F-1V, 3.3, F-V, 1

Independent claims containing a reference to another
claim or to features from a claim of another

category F:IV,3.8

Interpretation of claims B-lll, 3.2

Limitation is different for different contracting states
because the claims as granted were different for
different contracting states D-X, 10.2

Limitation results in the claims becoming different in
different contracting states D-X, 10.1
Method of and means for measuring parameters

"Reach-through” claims F-IlI,.9

Relationship between documents and claims B-X,9.3

Use of the description and/or drawings to establish
definitions of unclear terms not defined in the

Clarity F-1V,4.1

Clarity and interpretation of claims F-1V, 4

"Apparatus for ...", "Method for etc F-1V,4.13

"Comprising" vs. "consisting" F-IV, 4.21

Definition by reference to use or another entity F-

Expression "in" F-1V, 4.15

Functional definition of a pathological condition F-

Interpretation F-1V, 4.2

Method of and means for measuring parameters

Product-by-process claim F-1V, 4.12

Reference signs E;lyt_{l_._l_&_-)_ ------------

Classification
Classification in cases of a lack of unity of invention B-
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Classification of the patent application B-X,5
Classification when the scope of the invention is not
clear (e.g. a partial search) B-V, 6

Official classification of the application B-V, 4

Preclassification (routing) and official classification of
European patent applications B-V

Closure of oral proceedings E-ll, 8.11

Requesting postponement during oral proceedings E-

Comments and amendments in response to the
search opinion B-XI, 3.3

Commissioning of experts E-lll, 1.8

Decision on the form of the opi_r_{i_o_r_l EIII181

Common
Common general knowledge of the skilled person G-

Applications for which a supplementary European
search report is prepared E-VIII, 3.1, E-VIII, 3.2

Communication of observations from one of the parties
to the other parties D-IV, 5.4
Communication to the EPO as a designated Office E-

Examining Division resumes examination after
approval of the text: further communication under

Grant and publishing fee C-V, 1.2

Other information in the communication under Rule

Examination for deficiencies in the notice of opposition
and communications from the formalities officer arising
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Form of decisions, communications and notices E-l,

Invitation to the patent proprietor to submit comments
and communication of opposition to the other parties

Issue of communications by the formalltles offlcer as a
result of examination for deficiencies D-1V,.1.3

Issuing a further communication (no refusal) C-V, 15.4
Noting and communication of loss of rights E-VII, 1.9.2
Number of communications E-l, 1.2

Opposition Division’s communications D-VI, 3.1

Response filed before first communication in
examination C-ll, 3

Tlme I|m|ts for response to communications from the
examiner C-VI, 1

Compensation E-lll, 1.10.2

Competence E-lll, 2.3

Complete

Compliance of amendments with other EPC
requirements H-1V, 4

In examination proceedlngs H-1V, 4.2

Points to be disregarded H-1V, 4.4.3

In opposition proceedings H-1V, 4.3

Composition and duties of the Examining
Division E-XII,3

Composition E X, 3.1

Duties E-XIlI, 3.2

Compositions B-IX, 4.1, D-ll, 2, E-XII, 3.1, G-I, 4.2

Chalrman D-1l, 23

Legally qualified examiners _IZ_)__I_I _2__2_

Non-patent literature arranged for library-type
access B IX 4 1

Computer print-out E-l, 2.1

Computer programs F-ll, 4.12, G-11, 3.6

Description (formal requirements) F-II, 4.12
List of exclusions G-Il, 3.6

Computers (Programs for ~) G-Il, 3.6

Concept of "clear allowability" H-ll,2.7.1

Conciseness, number of claims F-IV, 5

Conduct of an interview or telephone
conversation C-VII, 2.4

Conduct of oral proceedings E-Il, 8, E-ll, 8.2
Admission of the public to proceedings E-Il, 8.1
Closure of oral proceedings E-ll, 8.11

Discussion of the facts and of the legal position E-II,

Facts, evidence or amendments introduced at a late
stage E-Il, 8.6

Handwntten amendments in oral proceedings E-ll, 8.7
Opening of oral proceedings: non-appearance of a
party E-ll, 8.3

Opening of the substantive part of the proceedings E-
_Iéiéﬁ_t_of the other members of the Division to put
questions E-Il, 8.10

Submissions by the parties E-II, 8.5

Use of laptops or other electronic devices during either
ex parte or inter partes oral proceedings E- II 8.2.1

Confirmation of the mtentlon to proceed further with the
application C-ll, 1.1

Conflict

Conflict between abstract and source document B-VI,
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Commonly designated States G-IV, 5.3
Double patenting G-IV, 5.4

Conflicting applications B-VI, 4

National earlier rights B-VI, 4.2

Potentially conflicting European and international
applications B-VI, 4.1

Considerations relating to specific exclusions from
and exceptions to patentability B-VIII, 2

Methods for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery or therapy and diagnostic methods practised on

Contact between the applicant and the Search

Analysis of the application and content of the search
opinion B-XI,3

Content of a European patent application (other than
claims) F-ll

Description (formal requirements) F-Il, 4
Drawings F-Il,. 5

Applications filed by reference to an earlier
application H-1V, 2.3.1

Cases in limitation proceedings where the
application documents as filed are no longer

Divisional applications H-1V, 2.3.2

Features described in a document cross-referenced

Missing parts of the description or missing drawings
filed after the date of filing H-1V, 2.2.2

Priority documents H-1V, 2.2.5

Sequence listings filed after the date of filing H-1V,

Content of the extended European search report
(EESR) B-VIII, 3.3, B-VIll, 4.3

More than one independent claim per category

No meaningful search possible B-VIII, 3.3

Content of the notice of opposition DIII6 _____
Contents of prior-art disclos-L_ﬁé-é BVI,6
Citation of documents corresponding to documents
not available or not published in one of the official
EPO languages B-VI, 6.2

Conflict between abstract and source document B-
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Intermediate publication of the contents of the priority
application F-VI,2.4.1

Continuation

Continuation regardless of the stage reached in
national proceedings D-VII, 4.2.2

Continuation of the opposition proceedings in the cases

patent D-VII, 5.1
Continuation on the death or legal incapacity of the
opponent D-VII, 5.2

Contracting States

Limitation is different for different contracting states
because the claims as granted were different for
different contracting states D-X, 10.2

Limitation results in the claims becoming different in
different contracting states D-X, 10.1

Taking of evidence by courts or authorities of the
Contracting States E-lll, 3

Conversion into a national application A-1V, 6

Co-operation (Legal ~) E-lll, 3.1

Copy

"&"sign B-X,.11.3

Citation of video and/or audio media fragments

Copy of the international application E-VIII, 2.1.2

Copy of the previous application (priority document) A-

Certified copy of the previous application (priority
document) F-VI,3.3
Copy of the search results for the priority or

Formal requirements to be met before the Division

Admissibility of corrections H-VI, 2.1

Allowability of corrections H-VI, 2.2

Missing parts of description and missing drawings filed

Appeals against the apportionment of costs E-X|, 3

Appeals against the decision of the Opposition Division
on the fixing of costs E-XI, 4

Charging of costs  D-IX, 1

Costs arising from 6}5I_bf6ceedings or taking of

Decisions on the apportionment of costs D-1X,.1.2

Enforcement of the fixing of costs D-IX,.3
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Fixing of costs by the Opposition Division D-IX, 2.1

Procedure for the fixing of costs D-1X,.2

Examining Division resumes examination after
approval of the text C-V, 6.3

Criteria for admitting such amendments H-Il, 2.5.1

Cross-references between prior art documents G-
v, 8

D

Data related to search strategies B-X, 3.4

Data retrieval, formats and structures G-lIl, 3.7.2
Date
Date considered as date on which payment is

Applications containing claims filed after the
accorded date of filing B-XI, 2.2

Claims filed after accordance of a date of filing C-

Claims filed after the date of filing H-1V, 2.2.3

Date of filing or priority date as effective date G-IV,
3

Minimum requirements for according a date of
Missin-g"[-)-aﬁgbf the description or missing drawings
filed after the date of filing H-1V, 2.2.2

Re-dating C-Ill, 1.1.1, H-1V, 2.2.2

Sequence Ii-s:t-i-r}éé-fi-l-éd after the date of filing H-1V,

report B-VI, 5

Documents published after the filing date B-VI, 5.4

Doubts as to the validity of the priority clain:lm__lé_-_-\_/__l-,"

Non-prejudicial disclosures B-VI, 5.5

Verification of claimed priorit)-/_(-j_é_te_(-é-)_ B-VI,5.1

Death or legal incapacity E-VI, 1.1

Continuation on the death or legal incapacity of the
opponent D-VII, 5.2

Decision by means of a standard form C-V, 15.2

Issuing a further communication (no refusaI)CV

Issuing a self-contained decision C-V, 15.3

Request for a decision according to the state of the

Decision concerning the awarding of costs by the
Opposition Division D-ll, 4.2
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Decision on a notified loss of rights at the request of the
person concerned D-VIII, 2.3

Decision on closure of the opposition proceedings D-
Vil 2.5

DeC|S|on on loss of rights E-VII, 1.9.3

Decision on re-establishment of rights D-VIIl, 2.4, E-

Re-establishment of nghts E-VIl, 3.3

Decision on request for revocation D-X,.3

Decision on the documents on the basis of which the
patent is to be maintained D-VI, 7.2.2

Decision on the file as it stands E-IX, 4.4

Decision on the form of the opinion E-lIl, 1.8.1

Decision on the inadmissibility of an opposition or
|ntervent|on D-Vill, 2.1

Decisions of the Opposition Division D-VIII, 2

Decisions of the Opposition Division D-VIII
Final decisions on an admissible opposition D-VIII,
1
Other decisions D-VIII, 2

Decisions on the apportionment of costs D-1X,.1.2

Decisions which do not terminate proceedings D-VIII,
2.2, E 1X, 6

Interlocutory decisions E-IX,6
Legal status of decisions D-X,.8
Notification E-IX, 9

Reasoning of decisions E-1X, 5

Work within the Examining Division C-VIII, 6
Written form of decisions E-I1X, 4

Communication in the event of def|C|encies as
described in D-1V, 1.2.1, which, if not remedied, will
lead to the opposition being deemed not to have been
fled D-IV, 1.3.1

Communication in the event of deficiencies as
descnbed in D IV, 1.2.2, which if not remedied will

Deficiencies in the priority claim and loss of the priority
Def|C|en(-:-|es"\-/i-/h|-ch lead to the request being deemed
not to have been filed D-X,2.1

opposition being rejected as |nadm|SS|bIe D-1IV,1.4.2
Deficiencies which may no longer be remedied, as a
result of which the opposition is deemed not to have

been filed D- IV 1. 4 1

Deficiencies which, if not remedied Iead to the request
being rejected as inadmissible D-X, 2.2

Examination for deficiencies in the notice of

opposition D-IV, 1.2

Examination for deficiencies in the notice of opposition
and communications from the formalities officer arising

from this examination D- IV 1

Issue of communications by the formalities officer as a
result of examination for def|C|enC|es D 1V, 1.3

Subsequent procedure in the event of def|C|enC|es
which may no longer be remedied D-IV, 1.4

Defined notice period E-Il, 7.3

Definitions B-V, 1

Use of the description and/or drawmgs to establish
definitions of clear terms given a definition different
from their usual meaning B-lll, 3.2.4

Use of the description and/or drawings to establish
definitions of unclear terms not defined in the

claims B-lll, 3.2.3

Delivery of mail (Dislocation in ~) A-ll, 1.7

Delivery of the decision E-Il, 9

Procedure where the patent proprietor is not
entitled D VIl, 4. 4

Department responsible D-VIl, 4.4, D-X, 4.1
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Departments of the EPO (Taking of evidence by the
~) E-l 1

Independent and dependent claims B-lll, 3.7, F-1V, 3.4

Search on dependent claims B-lll, 3.8

Support for dependent claims FIVL66

Deposit
Application of the ten-day fail-safe arrangement to the

Derogations
Derogations from language requirements D-llI, 4

Derogations from the language of the proceedings in

Exceptions from sections 1 and 2 E-IV, 3

Language of a Contracting State or other
language E-IV,2

Language used in the minutes E-IV,6
Language used in the taking of evidence E-1V, 4
Use of an official language E-IV, 1

Derogations from the language of the proceedings in

Description A-11,4.1.3,F-ll, 1

Adaptation of the description C-V, 4.5

Alteration, excision or addition of text in the
description H-V,.2.6

Amendments in the description H-V, 2

Applications containing missing parts of description

Cases of oral description G-IV, 7.3.1

Citation of prior art in the description after the filing
Claims"\_/\_/i_t_h_&_r;l_i-cit references to the description or
drawings B-lll, 3.2.1

Consistent use of reference signs as between

Manner and order of presentation F-Il, 4.10
Physical values, units F-II, 4,13

Reference in the description to drawings F-Il, 4.7
Reference signs F-II, 4.8

Registered trademarks F-Il, 4.14

Features described in a document cross-referenced in
the description H-1V, 2.2.1

Late filing of missing drawings or missing parts of the
Matters to be determined by the Division in cases of
oral description G-IV, 7.3.3

Missing drawings or parts of the description filed under

Missing parts of the description or missing drawings
filed after the date of filing H-1V,.2.2.2
Non-prejudicial oral description G-1V,.7.3.2

State of the art made available by means of oral
description G-1V, 7.3

Subject-matter taken from the description H-Il, 6.2
Support in description F-IV, 6

Use of the description and/or drawings to establish
definitions of clear terms given a definition different
from their usual meaning B-lll, 3.2.4

Use of the description and/or drawings to establish
definitions of unclear terms not defined in the

Use of the description and/or drawings to identify the
technical problem B-lll, 3.2.2

Withdrawal of late-filed missing drawings or missing

Designated Office
Communication to the EPO as a designated Office E-


http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar54.html#D4N_A54_5
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r62a.html#D4N_R62a
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r56.html#D4N_R56
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r20.htm#D4N_REG_20
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/r20.htm#D4N_REG_20
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r42.html#D4N_R42_1_c
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/ar52.html#D4N_A52_1
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r56.html#D4N_R56
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/html/epc/2016/e/r139.html#D4N_R139

Alphabetical keyword index - 18

November 2016

Designation

Details and special features of the proceedings D-
Vil
Continuation of the opposition proceedings in the cases

Details of the entitlements of witnesses and
experts E-Ill, 1.10.3

Determination of the closest prior art G-VII, 5.1

Determination of the invention first mentioned in

Methods for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery or therapy and diagnostic methods practised on

Limitation is different for different contracting states
because the claims as granted were different for
different contracting states D-X, 10.2

Limitation results in the claims becoming different in
different contracting states D-X,.10.1

Different text in respect of the state of the art

certain designated states H-Ill, 4.3

Different text where a transfer of -ri(:;-k-l-t-takes place

Different texts where a transfer of the patent in respect
of certain designated states takes place in opposition
proceedings H-lll, 4.3.2

Opposition cases with different texts where a transfer of
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Different text where a transfer of right takes place

Dealing with different texts in examination H-lll, 4.1

Different text in respect of the state of the art according

designated states H-111, 4.3

Different text where national rights of earlier date

Different texts where a transfer of the patent in
respect of certain designated states takes place in
opposition proceedings H-lll, 4.3.2

Different types of search reports drawn up by the

Difficulties in performing the invention F-Ill, 5.3

Disclaimer disclosed in the application as originally

Disclaimers not disclosed in the application as
originally filed H-V, 4

Subject-matter to be excluded is disclosed in the
application as originally filed H-V, 4.2
Subject-matter to be excluded is not disclosed in the
application as originally filed (so-called undisclosed
disclaimers) H-V, 4.1

Disclosure

Cases of partially insufficient disclosure F-IIl, .5

Contents of prior-art disclosures B-VI, 6

Disclosures which have no date or an unreliable

Oral disclosure, etc. B-VI, 2

Subject-matter of the European patent extending
beyond the original disclosure D-V, 6
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