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Feature guide – submitting third-party observations to the EPO 

Under Article 115 of the European Patent Convention (EPC), anyone can submit observations on 

the patentability of a published European patent application. This helps ensure that only truly 

patentable inventions are granted. 

 

Here is a step-by-step guide to submitting third-party observations using the online form. 

Step 1: Access the online form 

You can access the Third-Party Observation Online Form via: 

▪ the EPO website: go to Searching for Patents → Legal Information → Third Party Observations 

▪ MyEPO: sign in and select Third-party observations 

▪ the European Patent Register: open a patent and select Submit observations. 

 

Instructions for using the form are available on the EPO website, where you will also find a 

demonstration version which allows you to practice using the form, and frequently asked questions. 

 

 

Step 2: Provide contact information 

▪ Enter your contact details. 

▪ Tick the box if you want a copy and confirmation by email. 

▪ Optional: you may also submit anonymously. 

 

Note: If you submit anonymously, the EPO cannot contact you about formal issues. 

https://www.epo.org/en/legal/epc/2016/a115.html
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/legal/observations
https://my.epo.org/user-area/mailbox-prod/homepage/
https://register.epo.org/regviewer
https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/legal/observations
https://www.epo.org/en/service-support/faq/myepo-services/third-party-observations
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Step 3: Identify the patent application 

▪ Enter the application or publication number.  

▪ Click Search.  

▪ Confirm the register extract displayed. 

Step 4: Add your observations 

▪ Either upload a PDF or type your observations directly into the form. 

▪ Explain why the invention may lack novelty or other patentability criteria. 

▪ Use reference codes for supporting documents (e.g., NPL 1 for non-patent literature). 

Step 5: Attach supporting documents 

▪ Upload files (up to 24 MB per form).  

▪ For additional files, create multiple forms with the same details. 

Step 6: Review and submit 

▪ Click Preview and Send. 

▪ Receive confirmation by email (if contact details provided). 

What happens next ? 

The EPO will add your observations to the application file, allowing the applicant or patent proprietor 

to comment.  If the observations are well-founded and not submitted anonymously, the EPO makes 

every effort to issue the next Office action within three months. 

Please note: 

▪ Observations can be submitted free of charge.  

▪ Submitters are not parties to the proceedings and cannot appeal decisions.  

▪ For complex cases, consider consulting a patent attorney. 

 

Please get in touch with us at epo.org/support if you’re still not sure about something. 

 

https://www.epo.org/en/contact-us

