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GROWING TREND IN SPACE PATENTING ACTIVITY
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Count of international patent families (IPFs) in space by earliest publication year 
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Source: EPO

10 943 international patent families 

during the period from 1990 to 2022

Eightfold increase in the number 

of international patent families
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DRIVEN BY AN INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF PATENTING ENTITIES
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Fivefold increase in the 

number of assignees

Count of distinct assignees in space by earliest publication year

Source: EPO
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MOST SPACE PATENTS ARE PRODUCED BY COMPANIES
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Companies account for 80% of 

yearly IPFs in space, standing out 

as the predominant producers.

Count of international patent families (IPFs) in space by earliest publication year and type of assignee 

Source: EPO

Uni/PRO Company Unidentified
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MANY COMPANIES DID NOT START PATENTING UNTIL AFTER 2000
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Count of international patent families (IPFs) in space by earliest publication year and type of assignee 

Source: EPO

Uni/PRO Company, 1990s Unidentified
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Company, 2000s Company, 2010s

Companies that started patenting 

after the year 2000 account for 50% 

of the IPFs produced since 1990.
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IPF COUNTS BY LOCATION
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Count of international patent families (IPFs) in space by earliest publication year and assignee location 

Source: EPO

United States South Korea JapanOther Europe Other
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EU-27 China NA

The US accounts for most patenting activity. 

The EU 27 have lost their second-place 

position to China in recent years. 



POLICY INITIATIVES
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COUNT OF POLICY INITIATIVES BY RESPONSIBLE ORGANISATION
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EPO calculation based on data from the OECD Space Forum's interactive database of government space policies. 

https://stip.oecd.org/stip/space-portal

Source: EPO

NANational governmentESA/EC Other national agency
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National space agency

165 space policy initiatives, with a substantial 

increase since the mid-2000s

https://stip.oecd.org/stip/space-portal
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COUNT OF POLICY INITIATIVES BY TARGET
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EPO calculation based on data from the OECD Space Forum's interactive database of government space policies. 

https://stip.oecd.org/stip/space-portal  

Source: EPO

FirmsFirms and research organisationsOther National government
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Increased focus on companies 

and research organisations.

https://stip.oecd.org/stip/space-portal
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COUNT OF POLICY INITIATIVES BY THEME
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EPO calculation based on data from the OECD Space Forum's interactive database of government space policies. 

https://stip.oecd.org/stip/space-portal

Source: EPO
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Support for business R&D and innovationTechnology transfer and commercialisation

Human resources and STEM Natl. space strategies and policy coordinationSupport for public R&D and infrastructuresInternational cooperation

https://stip.oecd.org/stip/space-portal
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