
1
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from TIPO's TWPAT in Chinese

"quick version"

NEW: mobile version

http://twpat.tipo.gov.tw/

TIPO's "TAIWAN PATENT SEARCH SYSTEM" (TWPAT) -
FINDING INFORMATION ON TERM EXTENSIONS

1. Click here to access 
the "complete version" 
of the database

According to Article 53 of the Taiwan Patent Act, TIPO may grant an extension of the patent 
term of pharmaceutical or agrochemical patents for max. 5 years, if prior government 
approval is necessary before the patent can be exploited; only one extension allowed 

NOTE: TIPO offers different options for searching TWPAT. The "quick version" does not provide any search fields 
for the text of the description and claims and thus speeds up the retrieval of results. “View in English” leads to the 
English search interface. A version optimised for mobile devices was added recently. 
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http://twpat.tipo.gov.tw/tipotwoc/tipotwkm

TIPO's "TAIWAN PATENT SEARCH SYSTEM" (TWPAT) 

Coverage information 
(see next slide for 
detailed explanation)

patent search 
1. simple search 
2. Boolean search
3. advanced search
4. table search
5. index search

2. Move your mouse over 
here to open the scroll-
down menu. Click on 
option 4 to go to the table 
search interface
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laid-open publications

granted documents

COVERAGE INFORMATION
number of items

items
1. bibliographic data
2. claims
3. abstract
4. transaction data
5. full text data (XML)
6. gazette information

(PDF)
7. full documents(PDF)

data coverage 
1. 1950 – 11 August 2014
2. 1974 – 11 August 2014
3. 1990 – 11 August 2014
4. 1974 - 11 August 2014
5.  11 December 1991 -

21 June 2014
6. 1950 - 11 August 2014
7. 1990 - 11 August 2014

items
1. bibliographic data
2. abstract
3. full text data (XML)
4. gazette information

(PDF)
5. full documents (PDF)

http://twpat.tipo.gov.tw/tipotwoc/tipotwkm

data coverage 
1. 1 May 2003 – 11 August 2014
2. 1 May 2003 – 11 August 2014
3. 1 May 2003 – 1 July 2014
4. 1 May 2003 – 11 August 2014
5. 1 May 2003 – 11 August 2014

* dates are given in Republican years -
for more details, see last slide

DATA UPDATES
laid-open publications (A): 1st and 16th day of each month
granted patents (B), registered utility models/designs:
1st, 11th and 21st day of each month
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TABLE SEARCH SCREEN - SEARCH FIELDS

http://twpat.tipo.gov.tw/tipotwoc/tipotwkm

Search fields (right):
AN: application number
PR: priority country/number
AB: abstract
IQ:  Locarno classification
VL:  gazette volume
IN:  inventor
CL: claims
CI:  citation information

Search fields (left):
PN:  publication number
IC:   IPC class
PA:  applicant
DE:  description
TI:    title
CD:  certificate number
LX:   representative
MS:  transaction data

type of right: patent | utility model | design gazette type: laid-open publication | granted/registered document
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TABLE SEARCH SCREEN

4. Search

http://twpat.tipo.gov.tw/tipotwoc/tipotwkm

* see last slide for an explanation 
of TW number formats

3. Enter publication 
number here*



6
Retrieving term extension information 
from TIPO's TWPAT in Chinese

BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA, ABSTRACT

5. Click here to access the 
transaction data
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scroll down to retrieve 
more information

TERM EXTENSION INFORMATION (I)

6. Information on term 
extension (if available) will 
be included here

see next slide for a 
detailed explanation
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TERM EXTENSION INFORMATION (II)

date* of government approval 
(12 January 2009)

date of request for term extension
(26 February 2009)

* dates given in Republican years 
(see last slide for an explanation)

office decision on term extension

look for the characters 
延長 (extension)

term extension granted for 3 years and 125 days,
until 22 September 2024

information on request for term
extension (published on 1 May 2009)

information on grant of term extension
(published on 21 August 2010)

date of government approval

date of request for term extension

reason to apply for patent term extension
(patent published on 1 April 2005, 
approval obtained on 12 January 2009)

term extension requested for 1383 days
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TERM EXTENSION INFORMATION -
NEGATIVE EXAMPLE (III)

example: this is the entry you will find if the 
request for an extension of the term was refused

office decision on term extension

example: 
application number 
TW 081109235
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA, ABSTRACT

7. Click here to go to legal status to 
cross-check the new expiry date 
(including term extension)
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA, ABSTRACT

end of patent term:
22 September 2024

application date: 21 May 2001
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申請號 application number  
 (y)yytnnnnn (ex.: 092124725)

公開號 unexamined publication number 
 yyyynnnnn (ex.: 200300001, since 2002)

公告號 examined publication number 
 nnnnnn (ex.: 525881, before 2004)

公告號 grant number 
 tnnnnnn (ex.: I250537, after 2004)

證書號 certificate number 
 nnnnnn (ex.: 185376, before 2004)
 tnnnnnn (ex.: I221401, after 2004)

HOW TO ENTER TAIWANESE NUMBERS

y = Republican year *
y = Western year
t = type of patent right **
n = serial number

*Conversion rule for Republican years
Republican year + 1911 = Western year 

(Example: Republican year 92 = 2003)

application numbers
1 for invention    
2 for utility model    
3 for design

grant 
numbers
I for invention  
M for utility model    
D for design

** Types of right in Taiwan 
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Alternatively, the EPO can supply you with information 
on patent term extensions (if available) within the 
framework of a legal status search.  

More information on this service can be found at 
http://www.epo.org/searching/asian/search.html

For details, please contact us at asiainfo@epo.org.


